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Duke of Dark. 


Marqu is of Hartington, Earl of Devonſhire, ; 
Civendiſh of Bardwick, Lord Lieutenant and 
Cuſtos Rotulorum of the County of Derby, one 
of bis Majeſty's moſt Hanus ab Privy Council, 
Lord High Steward of his Majeſty's HHouſbold, | 
and Knight f the” moſt Noble Order of the 
Garter, re. 


My it eaſe your Guacy: 


INCEI have had the 3 
of your Grace's moſt liberal Sub- 
ſcription to my following Deſign, 
| and likewiſe the Encouragement 
of your Grace's Patronage, I beg 
Leave to make my moſt grateful 
Acknowledgements for the ſame ; not doubting 
but your Grace's great Condeſgenſion and kind 
Acceptance of a Performance intended for the 
B 2 general 
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4 en e ſrl Good of Mankind, in the 
- Behalf of Religion: and Virtue, will Have the 
greater Force and Influence upon the Minds of 
2 the Readers, and incline them to a due Atten- 
e tion. For as the World cannot be ignorant of 
thoſe illuſtrious Virtues which flow from your 
Grace, and are derived to you from your moſt 
_ renowned Anceſtors ; ſo I cannot but perſuade my- 
ſelf, that your Grace's Approbation of this well- 
meant Endeavour will render it more ſerviceable 
to the World, and make it better anſwer the 
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Moft obliged, and 
| Me oft Devoted, 
Humble Servant, 
28 07 62 


BENJAMIN PARKER. 


* pts THE 


a SES .,. FL AMR. 05.40 


THE: 


PR EFACE 


reftify the prevailing Errors in Faith and 
Practice /o notorious amongſt us, and ſo diſ- 


| T* HE 8 Diſcourſes are 14 to 


graceful to our Holy Religion. How far I ſpall ſuc- 


ceed in this Attempt, which I am ſure is well-defign'd, 

I muſt leave to the Grace of God afting upon good 
Diſpofition of the Readers. If any ſhall charg 

with erroneous Principles in any of the H theſes 7 | 


| have maintain d, whether Divine or Philoſophical, I 


defere they will be ſo juſt as Io produce their Reaſons 


for doing ſo; and Ill either fubmit to them, if con- 


vincing, or elſe produce ſome better Reaſons, if I can, 
to —— ” own — than they have done to 


deftroy them 


I am entirely fatigfed (and hope I have produced 
ſufficient Arguments to ſatisfy all reaſonable Men) in 
the Principles I have maintain d againſt the Doctrine 
of God's determining the Happine Miſery of bis 


Creatures ix a future State before theils Creation, with- 


out ReſpefF to their Actions; and hope to ſbew that 
my Philoſophical Notions or Probabilities are alſo 
grounded upon Reaſon, and no Ways claſhing with, 


but conſonant to, the Holy Sie and tend 10 
diſcover to us the conſummate Wiſdom of the infinitely 


powerful Contriver of the Univerſe, and GREAT 


3 of Nature. 


For 


— 3 — 


1 Th PREFACE... 
For bot manifeſt are the Footfteps of innite Wiſ- 
dom and Foreſight in faxing of Laws 10 all the 
rious Heavenly Bodies, which they, of themſehv, 
cannot tranſereſs ; ſo that their various neee 
are to be accounted for, and their Motions deducible to 
certain Calculations, and thereby the ſeveral Configu- 
rations of "the Planets of our Syſtem, and-the Et * 
of the 122 ** are foretodd. | 


Which exact Order and ee ok been obſerv'd 
y all ibe inanimate Bodies vf tbe Univerſe z amongſt 
ꝛobich there never was any Confuſion or Alteration of 

- tbe" Laws firſt afſign'd them by their Creator, except 
wben the rational Inhabitants thereof | have given Cauſe 
Creator ef ibem to put a: Violence upon the 

5 ne, Thus upon the Diſobedience of - our 
1 Parents, as Mr. Whiſton ſuppoſes, the Earth © 
retcemꝰd its diurnal Rotation: Thus likewiſe at - the 
Deluge, (that great Violence to the Order of Nature) 
he again ſuppoſes the, Earth, by the Altrattion of the 
Colter that drown* was drawn out of à circular 
into an elliptical Orbit So at our Bleſſed Saviour's 
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_ thoſe Rays of Light for wh)xb they were created. Now 
" * theſe and other "Inſtances, which might "be: brought, 
. really ſhew there is an Author f Nature; _ 
de find that the ſame Author can as eafily deftroy 
aller the firſt Order or Laws offien'd it, as be — 
at firſt eſtabliſb it; which is never done but upon ſome 
Great Occaſion 17 to the rational Part of the 
| Creation. 


I we hook? into 8 Cauſes in the Order of 

' Nature amongſt us upon this Globe, we ſhall find 
"Things carried on in the ſame Order and Harmony, 
and in general to anſwer our Ends, Aims, and Expedta- 


tian (ſo far as they are kept within the Bounds of 
5 — * 
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Rea ) when they are met, by n Default. of r 
Roſs others, alter d. And had not.Nature been thus 
wiſely eftabliſhed,- there co nothing but 

Diſcord and Confuſion 6 
tion, tubiab not baue eſtabliſi d Laus, | which + 
not violated, as. I have ſaid, but upon ſome extraordi- 
nary Occaſions, ariſing from ihe rational — 
Creation : And yet be find that. ſome Men's Minds 
are ſo firangely corrupted, as to infer from the wiſe 
Order of Nature, that all Things came M Nature. 
Good God! How amazing this Tat the Depra- 
wity of Man ſhould make it neceſſary ſometimes for "the 
' Almighty Being 10 ſuperſede the Order of that curious 

Nature b ba at Jr habit, 10 eftabliſh the Belief 
of bis ozon Exiſtence, and to enforce his Precepts upon 
s by ſame extraordinary Acts 10 reduce us to Af of 
Rectitude: I ſay, how amazing is it, (for it wil 
bear repeating): that notwithſtanding this there ſcould 
till he any that can deny the Author. of Nature, and 
make Nature itſelf the Cauſe af all Things! For. it 
muſt: be a ſelf- Truth, that.if there was not an 
2 4 Being: ſuperior. 10 it, there 
never could baue been perform'd any ſupernatural : 
ion: So that if the Order and Harmony of natural 
Cauſes; wiſely adapted to anſiuer their Ends, are 
not | ſufficient 10 convince every one of the Wiſqdom, 
Power, and Exiſtence of the Creator of them ( that 
' they may have na Pretence to Unbelief) the fu * 

tural Performances, that have been ,mamfeſtt 
Divine Potorr, do certainly evince, that” there is <t 
Being above Nature, who can, when be pleaſes, invert 
its Order ; which, whenever that is done, is ala 
miraculous. "Thus our Bleſſed Saviour "Miracles, 
when on Earth, and - thoſe of bis Diſciples, which thy 
were d to work in vis Name, were occafion'd 
by the Unbelief of that preſent Generation, in order to 
 eftabliſh the Belief of their Divine Miſſion and 
WR both to them and all ſucceeding a F 
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Hhil as this moſt diſcovers to un 4 Boing ſuper<. 
natural, /o it no de diſcovers, that thoſe Naturaliſts, 
who would believe "no Being ſuperior. 10 Nature, are 
Fools ; from whence tis probable the Word Na Tux Al, 
ſed for a Fool, might have its Original: And well 
would it be for theſe NATURALS, if they were Fools. 
in 0 bigher a Senſe, than what now the common Ac- 
—_— of the Word imports ; for thoſe who never 

ceiv' d the diſtinguiſhing Cbaracter, R EASON, can 
— ea called to account yer abufing: it. 


T Hove in the fallowing Diſcourſes he to 
e is hors 6: Moan. as the Na- 
ture of them would bear ; and bave purpoſely avoided 
entering into a Repetition of the many contrary. Notions. 
and . 3 that Men bave fallen into; bumbly. 
conceiving, that if I eſtabliſʒ my own Arguments, by 
producing eien, Reaſons to prove them Truths, then 
the contrary Notions muſt neceſſarily appear to be Falſe 
Boods; Falſhoods ſo groſs and palpable, that tis amaz- 
ing to me how it ever enter d into the Heart of Man to 
imagine ibem; much more how they could gain ſuch an 
Entertainment in the World as to be 72 by ſo 
many blind Followers. That Dotirine in particular, 
of God's fore-ordaining all Things to come to paſs, in 
their Senſe, is moſt falſe and monſtrous; for it makes 
bim the Author of not only Good but Evil, that he may 
reward the one, and puniſh the other, meerly to gratify 
bimſelf, and to exerciſe arbitrarily bis Mercy and 
Juſtice. But if this were ſo, then there bad us no 
Room for the Exerciſe of either : For then neither 
Good, ſo forced, could have been rewardable, nor Evil, 
ſo occafioned, could have been puniſhable, ' without 
making that holy, juſt, and infinitely wiſe and merciful 
Being an inſupportable Tyrant. What ſhall we ſay then 
of 2 Men «who have not bluſtꝰd openly to affirm, that 
there were Infants in Hell not a Span long? A ſhocking 
Expreſſion this | and highly ny upon God's infi- 
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| The PREFACE „ 
nit Mercy. Was not the Plaifter in Chriſt as large 
44 the Sort in Adam? And ſhall any, for whom Chrift 
| died, ſuffer for original Sin, that were never guilty of 
actual ones] Does not our Saviour, ſpeaking of Chil- 
dren, | ſay, Of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven? And 
if his Merits may be convey d to the chiefeſt of Sinners 
upon Repentance, why ſhould we not ſuppoſe they will 
alſo extend to thoſe Infants who never offended by am 
attual Tranſgreſions ? A true Notion of God's infinite 
Mercy will never ſuffer us to doubt of it. For 
whoever conſiders thoſe Texts of Scripture, which 
Speak: of God's Viſitation of the Parents Sins upon 
the Children, may obſerve them to refpett us more 
than their Sufferings in this World; for *tis plain 
from Ezek. xviii. 20. that, as to a future State, 
the Son ſhall not fuffer for the PFather”s Diſobedi- 
ence, nor the Father for his Son's: The Soul that 
ſinneth, it ſhall die; the Son ſhall not bear the 
Iniquity of the Father, neither ſhall the Father bear 
the Iniquity of the Son ; the Righteouſneſs of the 
Righteous ſhall be upon him, and the Wickedneſs 
of the Wickedſhall be upon him, A1 
I may be obſerv'd, that I have taken the Coperni- 
can Syſtem for granted, without giving any Reaſons 
for ſo doing; which being proved ſufficiently by others, 
I judg d it needleſs for me to repeat. If any be not 
ſatisfied herein in reconciling the Earth's Motion, and 
the Stability of the Sun with the Scriptures, let them 
read Mr. Whiſton's Preface to his Theory of the 
Earth, and Dr. Derham*s Aſtro-Theology, which 
will give Satisfaion herein to any ingenuous and un- 
prejudiced Reader, this Syſtem being to moſt of the 
Learned, I believe, proved to a Demonſtration. 


And as to the Newtonian, or New Syſtem, of the 
Fixed Stars being ſo many Suns, Fc. though it carries 
in it, I think, more than a Prababilliy of Truth, yet 
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1 fear this Perſwafion bas, thro” Abuſe, been tbe Oc- 
chen of fumbling to ſome of aur_ greateſt Maihema- 
_ ficians, with Reſpett to their Faith in the eternal Di- 
vinity of the Son of God. Influenc'd by the aboveſaid 
Opinion of ſuch Multitudes of Suns and Planets, Mr. 
 Whiſton 2s, I ſuppoſe, induced to believe, that many 
of the Inhabitants of ſuch Planets being degenerated 
From their original Creation, as well as ue, would 
therefore ſtand in need of Redemption, and might haus 
- their particular Redemp1ions 7 y created Beings : 
Aud if their Redemptions could be effetted by the moſt 
perfect created Beings, then, as they would infer, uby 
not ours? This Notion, as I apprehend, ſeem'd to be 
the Reaſon of Mr. Whiſton's falling away from that 
Faith he ſo ftrenuouſly profeſs'd to believe of the Bleſſed 
Trinity in bis Theory of the Earth, But. that none 
have Reaſon-to make this a Rock of Offence in their 
Belief of the fundamental Article of our holy Religion, 
J Hall endeavour to evince lo thoſe that bave fallen in 
with the Opinion of the aforeſaid New Syſtem. 


Let us then imagine never ſo many Suns and habitable 
Globes revolving about them, and that many of the rational 
Inhabitants of them may have fallen from their firſt pure 
Eſtate; and not oni) ſo, but be likewiſe capable f 
els hay their Fall, and that God in Mercy 
would take ſome Method to reſtore ſuch of hem as 
would be obedient to a ſecond Covenant, as be bas done 
with Reſpect to us; lis very reaſonable to believe, t hat 
no created Being could do any more than perform its 
own Duty to its Creator, and therefore is incapable to 
mate Sali faction for the Offences of any other Beings. 
But this being allow'd, as in Reaſon it ought 10 be, it 
may be aſt d, by what Means then could any of ibe 
rational Inhabitants of other Globes receive Redemption? 
1 anſwer, that it is very plain from the Scriptures, 
that our Bleſſed Redeemer is co-equal, co-eſſential, and 
co eternal with the Father ; and pariicularly in that be 
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was the n of all Things; and without him was 
not any Thing made, that was made“: And is it 
not then 57595 * to believe that be, who is 
infinite 15 , can infinitely diſplay bis Mercies to 
all the Wotks of his Creation, and that bis perfet? 
Obedience perform d upon this Globe, and his ſuffering 
for Sin, that knew none himſelf, has made an infinite © 


SatisfaFion to Divine Juſlice for the Offences - 


the rational, reclaimable Part of bis Creations? 
indeed, which Way this Knowledge may be reveaPd to 
_ the Inhabitants if other” Globes, wwe muſt" leave to the. 
» Counſel of Divine Wiſdom. *Tis ſufficient 10 us, that 
be, being ſupremely infinite in all Perfection, could by 
one 2 of bimſelf for all the Works of bis Crea- 
tion, ranſom the' Whole, and become the Mediator of a 
new Covenant to all, who were not rally of total 
Apoſtaty. 
But here, it may be, enother Query will > That, 
allowing that by ſuffering upon one Globe be could 
ranſom all ethers not irreclaimably fallen, how came it 
#0 paſs that he ſhould chuſe this Globe rather than any 
| other to make his Appearance in, and to undergo theſe 
Sufferings upon ? I anſwer, that if the Redemption of 
' the reclaimable Part of bis fallen Creatures required 
ſuch Satisfaction to be perform'd by their Creator, the 
Place he would make bis Appearance in for the Perfor- 
mance of it was alone in the Counſel of his infinite 


to the Seed of Abraham; which could be but in one 
Family at laſt, uo more than his Appearance in this 
Way could be but upon one Globe : Yet as by bis Incar- 
nation in one Femily all the Families of the Earth 
might be b bw.» ſo by bis Appearance upon one Globe, 
ray his p Obedience and infinite Satisfation, be * 
might Font the Mediator of a new Covenant to all 
the fallen, rational, reclaimable Inbahitaws of the 


Whole Creation. Bait, | 
l John i. 3. 
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1t may be queſtion'd, whether any. of his Creatures, 


| wpon any hes Globe whatſoever, would have, treated 
him in the Way and Manner be was treated here; and 


whether there could be found any created, rational 
Beings ſo hard to be convinc d of the Truth f reveal®d 
Relivian. And when we c the Stubbornneſs and 
Olſtinac of ibe human Race, and the great Difficulty 


of perſwading many to believe and — with be 


Means of Salvation; when. we conſider alſo the Proba- 
bility, that the. rational, reclaimable Inhabitants upon 
other Globes may with leſs Difficulty receive reveal d 
Religion, and the offer d Mercies of a Mediator; we 
Hall. ſee Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that this Part of bis Crea- 


lion was the moſt proper for this GREAT TRANSAC- 


TION, But theſe Things being Secrets to us, and it 
being ſufficient to our Salvation, that we believe what 
the Scriptures reveal, and live ſuitably to their Pre- 
cepts; 1 ſhould not ſo far have pryd into them, but 
only to make the following Inference, viz. That it 
being poſſible to give a rational Account how and by 
what Means | Chriſg's Merits might be convey'd to the 
whole univerſal Creation, that have not fallen into 
zotal Apejtacy ;, ſo the Opinion of a Plurality of Worlds, 
with various Inhabitants rational and irrational, and 
that many of the rational Inhabitants of them may have 
fallen from their firſt pure Eftate, is no juſt Ground 
for the Maintainers of it to run into Hereſy, in not 
acknocwicdging the Divinity of our bleſſed Saviour, but 
7s on the contrary @ ſtrong Confirmation of it; becauſe 
Ptis thro". bis Divinity only that he could make þ infinite 
a Satisfafion, and thro" his abſolute Perfection of 
Obedience that be became the Mediator and Saviour of 
all his reclaimable rational Creatures; allowing the Sup- 
poſition T have gone upon, that many of the Inhabitants 


upon other Globes may have fallen ſrom their fuſe 


pure Eftate, and be capable of Recovery from their 
Fall. This therefore being ſufficient to our preſent 
Purpoſe, I ſhall forbear 3 any further Suppoſe- 

Hons 


fe 


The PREFACE iii 
tions of their Uſes at preſent, and proceed to the Work © 
intended; in-which I have endeavour'd to reflify Men's 
miſtaken Notions in Religion, and to lead them to the 


Truth : And that my Endeavour to this End may have 
the propoſed Effect upon the Readers, and that a ſuita- 
ble Practice may be conſequent thereupon, is the Deſire 
and bearty Prayer of 2 


Him that wiſheth 


Your future Happineſs, 


BENJAMIN PARKER. 
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His. 


PHILOSOPHICAL MEDITATIONS, 


- 


WITH. 


Diving InFERENCES, Sc. 


ENI behold the Glries of the 
NN Heavenly Bodies, particularly thoſe of 


1 E2 our Solar Syſtem, and conſider its 
Beauty, Order, and Harmony, and 
aY/ = obſerve ſeveral Bodies not viſible to 

9D naked Eye; as for Example, the 
Satellites of Saturn and Jupiter; I muſt conclude 
| theſe Things to be the Product of infinite Wiſdom 
and Power, and not the Effects of Inactivity and 
blind Chance (of which more hereafter) but the 
Works of Intelligence, Foreſight, and Contrivance ; 
and of which we have ſufficient Footſteps upon our 
own Globe to convince any reaſonable Man, who is 
not biaſs*'d, and too much influenc*d by his unruly 
Paſſions. But what are theſe Works of our Syſtem, 
in Compariſon of thoſe of the whole Univerſe, 
| which, 
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which, as far as our Sight can reach, we find inter- 


ſpers d with ſuch glorious Bodies, as, in all Probability, 
do all, or meſt of them, equal the "Splendor of our 


Sun, and for ought we know, (and as *tis reaſonable 
to believe) anſwer the ſame Ends, and are as ſer- 
viceable to the concomitant Planets, which revolve 
round them, juſt as we and our neighbouring Planets 


do, round our Sun, which is the Centre of our 


Syſtem. Theſe Things, if duly conſidered, one 
wou'd think ſhould be ſufficient to ſilence all 
Atheiſm for ever; which indeed had never found 
any Encouragement in the World, had not Immo- 


rality, Vice, and Licentiouſneſs firſt prevailed on Men 


to lay aſide all Hopes of future Rewards ; and then, 
leſt the Fears of future -Puniſhments might prove 
an Allay to their ſenſual Pleaſures, put them on per- 


ſwading themſelves that a future Reckoning was 


altogether chimerical. How weak and ill. grounded 


theſe Suggeſtions are, and how diſmal their Con- 


ſequences will be, I ſhall endeavour to ſet forth in 
the following Diſcourſe ; in which I ſhall make uſe 
of ſeveral Topics, ſuitable to the Occaſion, and draw 
proper Concluſions from them, 


Fist, I ſhall prove a neceſſary, eternal, ſelſ-exiſt- 


ent, and independent Being; on whom depends the 


Order of Nature, and from whom all Things that 
ARE, Whether animate or inanimate, matetial or 
ſpiritual, have receiv*d their Beings, 


Secondly, I ſhall conſider the Nature of Eternity 
and infinite Space, | | 


Thirdly, I ſhall enquire into the Nature of the 
Puniſhment of the Wicked, and give my Opinion 
of the Place of their Torments. 


4 


Fourthly, 
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+, Fourthly, I ſhall enquire into the Nature of the 
Creation of our. terreſtrial Globe, and make ſome 
Remarks upon the Deluge: In all which I ſhall 

urpoſely avoid expatiating particularly upon ſuch as 

ave been already advanced by other Authors, 
except where I find it abſolutely neceſſary, or admic 
of ſome further Improvements; and ſhall make 
Divine Inferences from the whole. 


Hifibiy, I ſhall demonſtrate the Goodneſs of 
God in his Dealings with all his Creatures, but 
more particularly towards us, whom he has endow'd 
with Reaſon and Underſtanding, and made capable 
of being a happy for ever in a fature State. i 


Sitbly, 1 ſhall demonſtrate the Corifion he 
nomy to be the only true one now ſubſiſting. 


| And, Laſtly, I ſhalt endeavour to ſet Religion 
and Virtue before you in the faireſt and moſt advan- 
tageous Light. « | 
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Of a neceſſary, ſelf-exitent, independent, and 

Boa eternal Being. 5 


IXI HEN I contemplate an Eternity paſt, I 
find it much more reaſonable to give into a 

a Belief of a neceſſary, ſelf- exiſtent, independent, 
and eternal Being, than to imagine any Beings cou'd 
be produced out of the Gulf of Eternity by blind 
Chance: Which, in that Caſe, muſt be confidered 
as a neceſſary Agent; which implies a manifeſt 
Contradiction. For that which is a neceſſary Agent 
muſt have a Power to ai; and Chance acts not, but 
is conſequent upon Action. Therefore, if any 
Thing be acted, it muſt be by the Power of an 
or; or in other Words, if any Thing be made, 
it muſt have a Maker. So that without an infinitely 
wiſe and powerful, ſelf-exiſtent, independent, and 
eternal Being, the whole univerſal Space muſt have 
continued without a Sun, Fixed Stars, and their 
concomitant Planets, ſtock' d with various and nu- 
merous Inhabitants, in utter Darkneſs. But to go 
no further than ourſelves. That we find ourſelves 
in Being 1s undeniable ; but how we came into 
— is infinitely paſt all our Comprehenſion: Nor 
cou'd we in the leaſt concur to our own Production. 
We muſt therefore derive our Exiſtence from a 
Being that is eternal; which Exiſtence, not ſubſiſt- 
ing in ourſelves, nor dependent on ourſelves, muſt 
conſequently flow from a Being that is ſelf- exiſtent 
and independent. So that it is as abſurd to deny 
the Being of a God, as it would be to deny our 
2 ; own 


own Beings 4 fincp fince without a Creator, tis evident, 
there cou'd' have been no Creature. It is with very 
good Reaſon therefore, that the Pſalmiſt calls that 
Man a Fool, who bas ſaid in bis Heart, There is no 


— 4 — 
eil. IL 3 
of the Nature of yy and infinite Space. 


_ when I contemplate this neceſſary Being, 
his eternal B I reflect that his 
ternity is as to him as Time _—— or juſt now, 
is to us: For Eternity admits of no Meaſure or Pro- 
greſſion, as Time does; Time ieſelf being a Crea- 
ture produced out of Eternity, So that, let — 
Almighty begin his Creations at what —_— 
Time ſoever, there had been an Eternity be- 
fore that Beginning; and this Beginning U . ——* 
had it not yet been begun, ma, not 2. 7 
ed the — 4 before the Beginning. Bur, 
with reſpect us, the Time paſt ſince the Beginnin 
has Length and Duration; and ſo it muſt be to 
created Beings. But now the ſupreme infinite 
Being includes, in his Eternity, all Things as pre- 
ſent; as for Inſtance, when Moſes, on his being 
ſent to the Iſraelites, demanded his venerable Name, 
Tell them, faith the Almighty, I AM hath ſent thee ; 
an Expreſſion, fully comprehending his eternal Exiſt- 
ence. Now, however it may be diſputed by thoſe, 
ho deny our Lord's Divinity, whether theſe Words 
were utter'd to Moſes by the Son of God, our fu- 
ture Redeemer; in my Opinion, our bleſſed Sa- 
viour's own Phraſe to the Jews, Before Mrabam 
was, J _ will eaſily ſolve all Difficulty, as con- 
D 2 taining 
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raining the very ſame Word, and conſeq 
carrying with it the ſame Weight and —— . 
hid our Saviour been a Being created in 
ſome have had the Boldneſs. to aſſert) he would ug 
have us'd that emphatical Expreſſion, which can 
imply no leſs than an eternal Exiſtence, viz. 3 
Abraham was, IAM: On the con - 
has ſaid, Before Abraham was, I was; and as ſuch 
an Expreſſion would as naturally have 13 him to 
have had a Creation as it did Ahrabam, io the Ex- 
reſſion, 1 AM does as T point out his eternal 
xiſtence. FS e 
Now, when we conſider the Works of the ſu⸗ 
reme, infinite, and eternal Being (Who out of 
Eternity produced Time, and out of infinite Space 
produced Place) we may be convinced, that they 
are of no Uſe to bimſelf, but to his Creatures only. 
But whether the whole Creation was produced at 
once, or at what Period of Time this Globe, in 
particular, which we inhabit, was created, is a Poipt 
which, after all Reſearches, cannot be degerenin ll 
in this State, whatever ſome learned Men have ima- 
gin'd. All thoſe glorious Bodies of the fixed Stars 
are indeed, with very good Reaſon, beliey'd to be 
1 many Suns, with Planets, ſtock'd with various 
and numerous Inhabitants, rational and irrational, 
.revolving round them. And ſome have queſtioned 
whether the whole univerſal Space may not be 
throughly interſpers'd and furniſhed with like Hea- 
venly Bodies: Bzcauſe, notwithſtanding their vaſt 
Diſtances from us, | beſides what we can diſcover 
by the naked Eye, he re are daily more and more of 
thoſe celeſtial Orbs exhibited to us by good Glafſes 
Now, whether an, or all, of theſe were created 
before this Earth, or Solar Syſtem of ours, or ail 
together with ir, is a fruitleſs Enquiry : Since 
-twas the fame Thing to the Almighty Creator, 
whether he began all this Work at once, or at dif- 


ferent 
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ferent” Times, for ſo I may call it, becauſe Time muſt 
commence. to'all created Beings at the Time of their 
Creation. Tis ſufficient for us, that we find our- 
ſelves launch'd into Being: Which we may hence- 
forward look upon as an eternal one; it having been 
the Pleaſure of our Creator to endue us with im- 
mortal Souls, which, during their Stay in theſe Bo- 
dies, are capable of ſearching into and admiring 
his wonderful Works; and, if truly prepar'd for 
their Exit from them, ſhall be made perfect in all 
Knowledge, and fully enjoy this ſupreme. infinite 
Eſſence, nothing leſs than which can fatisfy the un- 
bounded Defires of the Mind, or yield true 
Happineſs. And as the Soul is more or lefs 
ſpiritually refined here, ſo much the more or leſs 
will ſhe be capable of receiving thoſe unlimitted 
Enjoyments. Theſe Treaſures we cannot too much 
covet and breathe after: For the more we hunger 
and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, the more nouriſhing ' 
will the Bread and Water of Life be: Or the more 
we ſeek to be familiar with the Works of the Great 
Creator, and covet to have thoſe Things made plain 
to us, which now we only ſee as thro' a Glaſs darkly, 
and thereby have aur Converſation in Heaven, and 
ſpiritually breathe and long after it, having lodg*d 
our- Treaſures and our Hearts there; the greater 
Advancements, I ſay, we make towards attaini 
theſe noble Ends, the greater Felicities will await 
our Reception in thoſe glorious Manſions; and the 
more ſpiritual Virtues we carry with us thither, the 
brighter will our Souls ſhine for all Eternity. 

Now, as to the Queſtion, whether univerſal 8 
be thoroughly interſpery'd or furniſhed with heaven- 
ly Bodies, I am inclinable, for my own Part, to con- 
clude in the negative z otherwiſe there are no Bounds 
ſet to the Creation, which I think has Bounds pre- 
ſcrib'd to it, as well as Time, or we make the 
Works of the Creation infinite, *Tis true, we cannot 


put 


ut Bounds: to God's Fower, which is unlimited: 

He fills the univerſal Space. But to imagine, that he 
has thoroughly interſpers'd. this univerſal Space with 
heavenly. Bodies, (which, in that Suppoſition, muſt be 
infinite) is almoſt the ſame as to imagine he has never 
been without Creatures. Now, that no Creature 
cou d be from Eternity, is manifeſt. from its very 
Creation; and tho“ God may have had Creatures 
ten Thouſand times ten Thouſand Millions of this 
World's Ages before its Creation, yet all Things 
created muſt neceſſarily have a Beginning. From 
whence I wou'd infer, that it is ſtill very probable, 
that there are Bounds circum ſcribed to the material 
Creation; and that there is ſtil} an univerſal Space, 
unfurniſh'd or uninterſpers'd with heavenly and ma- 
terial Bodies, and may be to all Eternity; tho? 
God ſhould never ceaſe creating new Suns and 
new Planets: Nor would there ſtill be wanting 
Room for freſh Creations. For univerſal Space, 
ike Eternity, admits neither Beginhing, nor End: 
And every Being, therein created, is ſtill exactly in 
the Middle of it“, juſt as Time preſent is to Eter- 
nity. For, ſuppoſing a Body to move in a ſtrait 
Line with the greateſt Velocity imaginable, even as 
ſwift as Lightning, or Light darted from the Sun; 
when it has .moved, with this Swiftneſs, Millions 
of Ages, tis no nearer the End of infinite Space; 
but entirely in the ſame Situation, in Reſpect of thar, 
as if it had never been put into Motion. Similar to 
this is God's Eternity, which admits of neither 
Meaſure nor Progreſſion. For his Eternity paſt 
can never be lengthen'd, no more than his Eternity 
to come can be ſhorten'd z and therefore his Exiſt- 


7 


Hence it is, that every Part of the Surface of Glo 
agreeably attracts its proper Inhabitants ; and that the Inhabi- 
tants on every Side agreeably gravitate to the Centre, and in 
their Walking obſerve a Poſture accordingly. 


ence 
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ence has been, is, and will be alway sche fame ; and is, 
of Courſe, fully expreſs d in his comprehenſive 
Name, I AM. 
1 the late Diſcoveries Hot 1 Princip des of 
Sir Iſaac Newton, concerning the fixed Stars being 
ſo many Suns, with Planets revolying round them, 


and reſpecting them as their Centres, and 7 1 


Light and Heat from them, afford us Matter 

great Admiration, as containing in them, I think, 
more than a bare Probability. For, to What End 
muſt all theſe glorious Bodies be created, if not for 
further Uſes, than to be ſolely ſerviceable to us on 
this Globe ? Is ngt the Moon more uſeful to us than 
all of them? And of how much leſs Subſtance is 
ſhe, than any of the other viſible Bodies ? Bur, by 
being placed nearer, and being an Attendant upon 


- our Globe, ſhe is of more particular wir to us, than 


all the other heavenly Bodies (the Sun on vr epted) 
united could poſſibly be. Tho I am pe that 
God has not made even that Luminary for our 
Uſe only, but has ſtock'd it with ſuitable Inhabi- 
tants; to whom our Globe, which is ſo much Wh | 
is more ſerviceable than her Light is to us. What 
Matter ariſes hence of Wonder, Praiſe, and Admi- 
ration of the great Creator and Contriver of the 
Univerſe! Who has fram'd nothing for its own + 
particular Uſe only, but has form'd all Things in 
ſuch a Manner, as if every Part of the Creation 
were, in his infinite Wiſdom, deſign'd to be ſer- 
viceable one to the other. 

Thus the Antients imagining that all the Works 
of the Creation had ſtarted into Being purely for 
our Uſe and Advantage, and conſidering the vaſt 
Diſtances of the fixed Stars and Planets, and how 
much greater Benefit might have accrued tous from 
their nearer Neighbourhood, had they been deſign'd 
to have enlighten'd our Globe only; > and from 
honey concluding, that God deſign'd, in their Crea- 

tion, 
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tion, ſomething of farther. Service to Mankind, aſ- 
crib' d ſeveral Influences to them over all human Af- 

fairs and Occurences: Which gave Riſe to- ſuch 
Shoals of .Fortune-tellers, Anſwerers of Hororary 
Queſtions, Calculators of Nativities, and the like, 
pretending. co underſtand their Natures and Influen- 
ces. Which Practice, in ſome ſmall Degree, ſubſiſts 
even at this Day, from the Encouragement given it 
by ſome vulgar illiterate People: tho?, with all Prog- 
noſtications and Predictions of that Tribe, ſufficiently 

exploded by Men of Senſe and Underſtanding. _ 
Others of the Antients have, upon the ſame Prin- 
eiples, ador d the Heavenly Bodies, and paid them 
divine Honours. But as it has plèaſed God to make 
known to us, in this latter Age, the nobler Uſes he 

deſign'd them for; ſo this Knowledge (reſerv'd 
ſeemingly for theſe Sceptical Days) not only fur- 

niſhes us with Matter of Admiration and Wonder, 

put is ſufficient to ſilence effectually all Atheiſm and 

Infidelity; which, indeed had never appear'd in the 
World, had they not been generated by Vice and 
Immorality. For *tis notorious, that thoſe who 
involve themſelves in Wickedneſs, fly to Atheiſm, 
as a Shelter from the Dread of Hell, and the 
Thoughts of a future Reckoning. And this leads 
me to enquire into the Nature of the Puniſhment of 
the Wicked, and to give my Opinion of the Place 
of their Torments. 
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Als difcmal State i is — tous in „ Scrip- 
ture, by Fire and Brimſtone; which, tho 
— horrible to Senſe, yet falls infinitely ſhort of 
exhibiting a Juſt Idea of that dreadful, Situation. 


For, as much as Spirit ſurpaſſes Matter, ſo much 
does ſpiritual Fire, or the Terrors of a Soul baniſh'd 
all Felicities, and confign'd-over to the: moſt inex- 
preſſible Miſeries, exceed all poſſible R 


tions of material Fire. That material 

perly ſo call'd, cannot act medial upon im — 
material Subſtances, as the Devils are, 

now argue; but that —— 
great, at leaſt, as that of material Fire upon mate- 
rial Subſtances, is not to be doubted; for the ever- 
laſting Fire prepared for the Devil and bis Angels muſt 


neceſſarily very grievouſly affect hem. As to the 


Place of Hell, as we call it, I take it to be a Baniſh- 
ment from all Manner of Place, in the uſual No- 
tion of that Word, and to be a Confinement in 
a Vacuum of the univerſal Space, where there is no 
Matter to collect, and reflect, any of the Rays of 
Light of the Heavenly Luminaries. So chat the 
Sun and Stars darting their Rays through, and not 
meeting with any Thing to reflect their Rays upon, 
nothing conſequently can reign there but a pitchy 
Darkneſs, Alas! were there no ſupernumerary Tor- 
ments, is not this Circumſtance alone ſufficient to ren- 
der it a moſt diſmal, horrid State; where never dawns 


F 


___ eee "Male, = | 
the leaſt Hope of recovering one Glimpſe of Light, 
4 This is that woful Place, or rather Impriſonment 
1 | From all Manner of Nlace, ted to us in the 
9 Scriptures, as a Bottomleſs Pit, and outer Darkneſs, 
i{ 11" which is ve e to the aforeſaid Notions. 
= For, as'a' Bottomleſs Pit, it correſponds to a'Banith- 
if ment from Place, or, in other Words, from the 
11418 Body of am Globe, and its Atmoſphere, into the 
11 0608 Vucuum of the aniverſal Space; which is of ſuch 
=_ Extent, as 1: have ſhew'd, that nothing can ad- 
11 vanes nearer its End, tho endu'd with ever ſo rapid 
3 a Motion, for never ſo long a Duration. 80 that 
3 this may y enough be called a Bottomleſs. Pit: 
And diſmal outer Darkneſs muſt alſo attend it, as it 
à dut of the Way of * 
reflect the leaſt Light iſſuing from the glo- 
— — In this tremendous State 
Righteouſneſs ſhining in theſe doleful Regions, no 
more than there are material Lights to attend them. 
For that ſpiritual Light, which is ready to be af- 
rorded, by Cbriſt, to every one that comes into the 
World, the Inhabitants of theſe diſmal Regions have 
willfully loſt, by chufing Darkneſs rather than Light, 
becauſe their Deeds were evil, This is, then, ſuch a 
Banifhment from the Preſence of the Lord, and his 
Libt, as cannot fail of being attended with diſmal An- 
guiſn and inconceivable Horror: where the Conſcience 
will be hing and ſtinging the Guilty with 
eontinual- Remorſe; and where the Worm, that 
dieth not, will be for ever gnawing their horrible, 
deſpairing Minds: while the Reflection on the in- 
finite Loſs of Heaven, their everlaſting Excluſion 
from the unſpeakable Happineſs of that bleſſed State, 
their being ever depriv'd of the Beatific Viſion, and 
che Want of the heavenly Society, viz. God and 
Criſt, and the bleſſed Saints and Angels, will fill 
4 them 
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— ibenpreſſible Forment. The Devil, 
de Soub of 


ll in the fame Mander, affect thoſe who ſhall.bg 


Nis“ Mate 


Spirits, may bo able to affect Spirit and fo. 
Men, as weill as Bodies-do.' or 
And ſince our bleſſed: — 


yet has 41 = — Hop of — . and - 
canlign'd over to that drradful State; putting in 
Execution God's Deſign of both wicked 
Angels Men. And nom let proſligate 
_Wretches conſider what a woeful — ren} 
when they chuſe Vice befote Religion 
Virtue, | Let them think, what ann un 
Torment the Reflection upon —— ina, and 
the. witful--Negled: ol their Doty — 
3 — 
will chen ſeize them 3 what: — ant — 
will poſſeſs them 3 what a monſtrous Bile. of Fire 
they axe raiſing to burn, hut not to conſume them; 
for there the Worm dies unt, IS 
nd the Fire is not quenched, - | 
Na. thei very a of Vicws: 22 855 
mindeditels: leads to Happineſa, even in this Late 
and the contrary to Miſery ; for to be carnaily minded 
ts Death,:but- to be ſpiritually minded is Life and Peace : 
For Carnakty of itſelf ſinks us below the aſpiring 
after Heavenly Objects, fixes our Minds on the 
World, and ſenſual Pleaſures, whereby. we become 
ſo attach d to the Purſuit of our beloved Senſualities, 
that our Hearts at laſt place all their Happineſs in 
the Gratiſications of Fleſh and Blood. And ſinee 
theſe earthly Treaſures and ſenſual Enjoyments ate 
fading and tranſitory, nor can be ſtretch'd farther 
than our preſent Lives; and ſince no Treaſures: are 
thereby laid up for the Soul (theſe regarding only 
our * are ſure to loſe all, when we are 
E 2 depriv'd 


with & heavenly Diſpoſition, and 


And how great muſt the Satisfaction of a ſpiritual 
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ivd ef le. Whereas — raiſe Gene 
ritual 'Temper, and purſue true Virtue with a, 

regard the 8 
of | the Spirit more than thoſe 'of the Fleſh, we may 
aſſure ourſelves, we are laying up ſuch Treaſures;'as 
will be durable and laſting, whoa: to all Eternity. 


Mind be, even in thiy Life do Tis ſufficient — ſup- 
port us under the heavieſt outward Calamities and 
Afflictions; and all che Riches, Pleaſures, and Ho. 
nours of the World cannot equal it; equal it, did 
Tay nay, nor ſtand in the leaſt Competition with 
it, -where tbey are! only enjoy d without this Spiri- 
tual- mindedneſs. T We ren en the Mind eaſy and 
chearful, and the Countenance lively. For true 
Virtue never dliſplays in affected, ſanctified Looks, 
an artificial turning of the Eyes wry Mouths, 
wrinkling of Faces, or wWhining Speeches, which 
are chi Tokens of Hypocriſy, or, at ſeaſt, a 
Want of true Underſtanding of the Nature of Reli 
gion and Virtue: Whoſe Property it is to render Men 
Sold as a Lion, courteous, free, and affable; whereas. 
on the contrary, miſtaken Virtue makes chem fear. 
ful and timorous, dejected, and melancholy, and 
hr vm fills the Soul with n Darkneſsand 
-- Irideedthere are veins bold: Aenne, diner 
chin have ſet Integrity and Uprightneſs, Religion, 
and Virtue at open Defiance, and reign and act tri- 
-umphantly, as if they had entirely ſtifled all Remorſe 
and Apprehenſion of a future Reckoning. Theſe, 
in the Height and Heat of the Purſuit of their 
Luſts and Paſſions, may indeed, for the Time, 
have little Senſe of the Danger they are ſurrounded 
-with : But ſhould Afflictions and Troubles come 
upon them, and, eſpecially, ſhould Death rhreaten 
to overtake them, how — they ſtand it then? 
Would not the Terrors of 3 awaken them 
out 
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dread the Conſequences, of their former mad Tri- 
umphs over Virtue and Religion? Would not Fear 
and Anguiſh come ſpeedily upon them? Would not 
their Countenantes then change Colour, and a fearful 
Trembling ſeiae them? Now muſt the Miniſter 
(though before contemnꝰd and ſlighted) be ſent for 
to deal all poſſible Comfort to the ſeeming Penitent. 
Now muſt conquer d Virtue. be courted by the Con- 
geror to accept of his Submiſſion: Conqueror, did I 
No, no, thou only didſt imagine thyſelf ſo; 
for though Religion and Virtue may have ſuffer'd 
themſelves for a Time to be trampled upon, yet 
whenever they pleaſe to aſſume their Strength and 
Authority, they have many Aſſiſtants at Hand, 
prepar'd to curb the Inſolence of all their Enemies 3 
and if they cannot in Time reclaim them, yet can 
puniſh the Rebellions of the moſt infulting Deſpera- 
does. Nay, even the boldeſt Sinners, upon Sur- 
ptize, are ready 10 flee - when. none” purſues, but the 
Righteous:are as bold a a Lion; and though Cala - 
mities, Loſſes, and Croſſes ſhall: attend the Righte- 
dus, Who may be for 1925 W a De- 
gree, through natural Infirmity and, Frailty; yet 
the Serenity of their Minds, and inward Peace of 
their Conſciences, will ſtill ſubſiſt, and ſupport them 
under all external Preſſures. A Reſignation to the 
Will of God will rid them of all unreaſonable Fears, 
and induce them to believe, that all Things ſhall 
end well, if not to their preſent, yet to their future 
Advantage. Influenc'd by this comfortable Perſwa- 
ſion, they will chearfully and patiently wait the 
Event, preferring evermore future ſpiritual good 
Things, before all preſent and temporal Gratifica- 
tions; and regarding the Evils of this Life as only 
r ill noon fonts o: 
- Theſe may truly be compar'd to the wiſe. Virgins, 
who were ready at the Call of the Bridegroom as 
— 1 the 
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Call, may beto-the-fooliſh-Virginsz who, norwich- 
ſanding their Knocking and Im | | 


nes (after the Reſurrection of the «will - 
Al the Terrors of Body * ſeize chem, with 
Perpetual Reflections upon their ep —— 
embracing Mercy when it was offer: d, in not regard - 
ning Futurity and its recious Treaſures, till they | 
could no longer enjoy their Senſualities: While Reli- 
gion and Virtue, the beſt Refuge and Security,''the 
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— of that bleſſecdd Place * 
their wicked Diſpoſitions, that it: would 
ble for them to have a Taſte na Telagat 
Converſations. And could they be adminted. into 
Heaven, the Enjoymentf of: ths pe State: would 
be fo contrary to their cont vicious Habits; 
that they could not bear ſo refined an Abode, : 
Wherefore, let all wicked Men reflect, that thoſs, 
who are not fitted for Heaven, by a timely Pre- 
tion, and'a Diſpoſition hubituated to Virtue, will 

ve no Entertainment there; the Door will be ſhut 
upon them, and they will be excluded that Place of 
Comfort, Eaſe and Reſt, and ſhut out into outer 
Darkneſs, agreeable to cheir Worles of Darkneſs; 
and as their Works here would not bear the Light; 
ſo their Eyes cannot there behold it. 
Ohl! that” you would therefore conſider: theſe - 
Things in Time, and 2 * *. 
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SECT. Iv. 
Oo the Creation and Date. - 


> Sm ug . n e g en M e | 
the Creation of our terreſtrial Globe, with the 


es of the Antedilovians, and enquire into the 
Reaſons of their Deſtruction by the Deluge, and 


to give my Opinion of thoſe natural Cauſes, that 
concurr'd to fulfil the Divine Appointment in that 
Regard; and from thence I ſhall make ſome uſeful 
Inferences, | 

I have before proved, chat all Things ereated md 
receive their Exiſtence from a neceſſary, ſelf- exiſtent, 
and eternal . I ſhall now endeavour to ſhew 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of this eternal Being in 
the Creation of our Globe (which Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs is undoubtedly confiſtent in every Patt of 
his Creations.) Now 'tis evident, by the reveal'd 
Account of it penn'd by his 'Servant-Moſes, That in 


the beginning God created the Heavens and the Earth, 


that is, the Subſtance or Matter of them; nich 
Subſtance remain'd in a confus'd Chaos, without 
Order or Form: And how long it had remain'd ſo, 
&er God gave it the Laws 6f Gravitation and At- 
traction, whereby all its Parts took their Places ae- 
cording to their ſpecific Gravities, we find not men- 

| tion'd. 


3 % 


.tibn'd.: But that it continued ſo for ſome Time} aps 
without: Form and Void, and Darkneſs was: upon the 
Face of the Deep: From which Mr. Mpiſton, in his 
Theory of the Earth, probably imagin'd this Globe, 
before its Formation into a Planet, had been 
Comet. But, be this as it will, tis certain a Comet 
very much repreſents a Subſtance, as was the Chaos, 
without Order or Form, no ways appearing to be a 
"habitable Body, tho capable, by an Almighty Fiat, 
of being made fo, having the Laws of Gravitation 
and Attraction aſſign*d- it, as above-mention'd, and 
being put into a proper Orbit at a convenient 

Diſtance from ſome of the glorious Luminaries. 
But whether — * e Globe had 
1 all the material Snbſtances of the 
whole Univerſe, is too difficult a Point for, me to 
determine. Now, if it Gi ein Whole, yet 


upon Suppoſition of this Globe's being a Comet be- 
fore its Formation into a Planet, Multitudes of the 
Heavenly Bodies might have had their Formations 
before this Earth, even at vaſtly diſtant Times; and 
yet the Creation of Matter was the Beginning of 
Time; and if this Beginning of Time, mention'd 
by Meſes, reſpects the whole material Creation, 
then was all Matter created at the ſame Beginni 
or at the ſame Time when the Matter of this Globe 
was, and might, at ſeveral diſtant Times, be made 
habitable Bodies. But after all our Enquiries) and 
Reſearches into this Matter, we muſt ſtill leave the 
full Knowledge of theſe Things to a future State; 
the Mention of them mow being only uſeful to us, 
in as much as it may promote: our Aſpirations after 
that Fulneſs of Knowledge, which we may expect, 
when diſengaged from theſe cumberſom Fetters of 
Mortality. | er VO | 
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No that all Things, at their firſt Creation, 
came pure out of their Maker's Hands, is an unde 
niable Truth, both as to the Globes and their Inha- 
bitants: But that God ſhould irreverſibly determine 
they ſhould ſo continue, without Reſpect to the 
Actions of his Creatures, is very unteaſonable to 
er Tis very reaſonable to expect, t hat ſuch 

is Creatures, as were endued with Reaſon and 
Underſtanding, ſhould be made capable of continu- 
ing in their original Creation, or - elſe *tis but 
Mockery to create them pure : But to create them 
fo, that they could not poſſibly deviate from their 
original Purity, is putting a Force upon their Obe- 
dience; and forced Obedience is no Obedience, nor 
can as ſuch, be any Ways entitled to Reward. There- 
fore it was highly reaſonable, and agreeable with in- 
finite Wiſdom, to give his Creatures a Freedom of 
Will, and a Law to _ with a Power alſo of 
keeping” it, and to promiſe Rewards to Obedience, 
and to threaten Puniſhments to the Diſobedient, And 
this is the very ſame Thing, as to us, as if God did 
not foreſee our Obedience, or Diſobedience ; for tho? 
his Fore-knowledge cannot be precluded, yet it does 
not neceſſitate any of our Actions to come to paſs ; 
but becauſe they will come to paſs, thro? our own 
Choice and Free-agency, he muſt neceſflGhly foreſee 
them: And after he has created all Things pure, in 
Conſequence of the Obedience of ſuch of his Creatures 
who make it their Choice to obey, they are ſo 
firmly eſtabliſh'd in their right Choice, and made 
ſo far perfect, as to be in no Danger of a future Re- 
volt: An Inſtance whereof we have in the obe- 
dient and diſobedient Anges. 
Thus God has made his reaſonable Creatures, free 
Agents: And conſequently Man, for whoſe Sake this 
Globe was created fruitful, with pure and wholeſome 
Air to breathe in, not in the leaſt infected with any 
noxious or — at of — 
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- Infinite Wiſdom, according to Man's Behaviour here. 


to undetgo ſuch as were 


Now, as God had created our firſt Parents in a 
State as above felated, and given them à Law, on 
Condition, that, if they * both they and 
their-Poſterity ſhould remain 
ned Death: upon their Diſabedipmce, wo flnd, that 
8 had violated that Law, a ſtrange 
Turn of Affairs enſued: For the Earth hereupon, 


according to Mr. N bilon, receiv'd a diurnal Rota- 


tion, having only an annual one before ; and by this 
ſudden Change and Shock it was broke into ſeveral 
Chaſms and Fiſſures, from whence iſſued ſulphu- 
reous and infectious Particles into the Atmoſphere of 
the Air, cauſing it to become noxious, and by De- 
grees to work upon the Vitals of every Animal, and 


to waſte their Natures, and thereby ſubject them to 


Mortality; according to God's Threatning to Man's 
Diſobedience, In the Day that thou eateſt thereof thou 
ſhalt ſurely die; that is to ſay, beecome-mortal. 
Thus, by the Commencement: of the -Earth's 
diurnal Rotation, we may further obſerve, it would 
neceſſarily cauſe a Ruſhing in the Fluidity of the 
Atmoſphere of the Air, it not being capable pre · 
ſently to accompany the Solidity of the Earth on 
this ſudden Rotation; which ruſhing Noiſe ſeems 


to be that, which Adam calls God's Voice, which 


he heard in the Garden, and, being ſelf-condemn'd, 
and imagining that God was coming to execute im- 
mediately the Threatning due to his T ion, 
ran to hide himſelf with his eſpouſed Conſort; for 
they (Adam and Eve) beard the Voice of the Lord God 
walking in the Garden in the cool of the Day; or, as it is 


in the Margin of our old Bibles, in the Windof the Day, 


which is th i Probability to this Hypotheſis. . 
Thus we may fee what mighty Turn the Diſobe- 
dicnce of Man brought * Nature. 2 
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ren becomes noxious and peſtilentia ; and 
Fruits of the Earth, thro" the infectious Air, yield 
not their genuine Nonrihmet, and uſual erer 6 


"0 Nature, 

-- And yer, after all this, ſo much of. its Strength 

remain d, as afforded the Antediluvians a prodigious 
ſuperior to what wWe now arrive 


Longei much 
80 tha God, in this Cafe (like à render Fathet) 


ſeen flow to 'exectte the Puniſnmtnt due to the 


, as it were with Deſign to fre, whe- 
ther rance and Mereies would not bring them 
over to Obedience to that ſecond Covenant mate 
Wich fallen Man in Paradiſe, And tho" we are affin'd, 
he foreſaw what Effects theſe Mercies and Forbeat- 
ances would have upon Mankind, yet this Deali 


alfo to our own Way of lug, Hi 
to have Recourſe to Merties, to ſeewhether tem 


the Donors of them: And this is the firſt Step to 
Obedience: Bur behold the Stupidit) f fallen Matt! 
Their Health and Strength, their Eaft and 
are turn'd to Senſuality,. Loft, and Luxury, arid 
Matmer of Corruptioniy of their Ways before God. 
Their Hearts were wholly ſet upoh Plexfures 3 ani 
Riches and Honogrs (we may reaſonably fp) 
were likewiſe their Purſuit ; for thele Things, once 
attain'd, were very conſiderably more durable en, 
Than they are now. They might ben wait an hun- 
dred, or two hundred Years, or more, for Places 
of Honour and Repo and upon the Export them 58 
Hundreds afterwards 3 and 
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might no Pains neceſſiry to be us'd; for-the 
; hae Hos of their Ends and Aims.” -For-tho' two 
hundred Years, or upwards, were beſtowed on unin- 
terrupted Applications, yet the future Satisfaction 
upon the Attainment of their Ends, and the Proſ- 
pect of Duration in the Enjoyment of them, they 
thought a ſufficient Compenſation of their Trouble. g 
Aud thus, by abuſing the Mercies of God's Long- 
| Tuffering, by turning all their Thoughts into Car- 
nality, and being wholly ſank into the Purſuit of 
ſenſual Pleatores ( (0 9 none of the Antediluvians 
"were. found righteous before God, except Naab and 
his Family) - 645 WF ge to paſs, that it repented 
the Lord hat be bad made. Man, and. it grieved, him 
84 the Heart. Thus the Almighty condeſcends to 
expreſs himſelf to our Apprehenſions and Capacities, 
s if endued with Affections and Paſſions incident to 
Mankind. And ſo, in like Wenner, þ in his Dealin — 
with us, he uſes the very ſame Method, y 
to our own Uſes and Cuſtoms with one another 3 bers * 
trying us by Mercies, and (if. thoſe are abus d) 
giving us Correction; and if that fail of reclaiming 
us, he proceeds to Puniſhment. ., And now the Sins 
of the Antediluvians having occaſioned the Lord to 
declare an Repentance — 2 he deter- 
mines to put a Stop to the Inſolencies of this ungo- 
vernable Vorl, by a total Overthrow of the whole 
Human Race, except the abovemention d Perſons, | 
who hers were found righteous before him. | 
God therefore eſtabliſhes his Covenant with Noah 
to preſerye him and his Family, with a ſufficient 
"Number of all Manner of Land ; phat as a Stock 
to repleniſh and repeople the new Warid; which 
afterwards he had determined to take a new Method 
with. For ſince the Longævity of the Antediluvians 
had wrought no better Effects upon them, than 
what is abovementioned, God reſolves to bring ſuch 
a Flood upon the Earth as ſhould make it vaſtly leſs 
$ £7 fruitful, 
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kritful, chan it had hitherto been, and to render 
Men's Lives, by Degrees, after the Deluge, more 
ſhort and uncertain. And herein is the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of God manifeſt. For, ſince Men 


canndt no a- days hunt after Temporalities with the 


Views of very long Enjoyments, they may on that 


Score be induced to purſue the Concerns of the Soul, 


which laſt not for a few hundred Years only, but 


for Eternity. And who would not infinitely rather 


chuſe to. obtain theſe invaluable ſpiritual Treaſures, 
that can be ſubjected to no End or Conſumption, 
than thoſe, which, were they to be enjoy'd ſeveral 
hundred Years, could not be fully ſatisfactory, and 
the Enjoyment of which likewiſe muſt neceſſarily 
have an End? Whereas, in our Purſuit of ſpiritual 
Pleaſures, we need not wait with long Expectation, be- 
fore we attain them. We have not an hundred and 
fifty, or two hundred Tears to live in Proſpect of 
them. Na a very ſhort Period will probably put 
us in Poſſeſſion; 50, 60, or 70 Years are generally 
the moſt we can reckon upon, and very often they 
are attain'd much ſooner. On which Conſideration, 
who cannot with Courage purſue theſe eternal Trea · 
ſures. for ſo ſhort a Space, with more Concern and 
Eagerneſs, than ever the Antediluvians did thoſe 
that were temporal? If the Proſpect only of enjoy- 
ing the good Things of this World for a conſide- 
rable Time encourag d their Purſuit of them, how 
much more ſhould the Proſpect of enjoying thoſe 
of the other to all Eternity, engage our Thoughts, 
and excite our utmoſt Care and Induſtry, 
The Nature of the Deluge, and how the Earth 
thereby became more. barren, and the Air ſtill more 
infectious, and conſequently the Life of Man more 
ſhort and unhealthful, I come now to conſider. And 
here . likewiſe I cannot but allow Mr. Whbiftor's 
Hypotheſis in his Theory of the Earth to carry with 
it the moſt Probability, notwithſtanding the At- 


tempts 
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MS... heed hen aide Uh: af ag 
it.” For even Mr. OE 
ford, at laſt; to e that Mr. hien 
| had made it extremely robable, that a Comet did 
pb by the e ur the Tine of the Deluge. But 
rding te ſion, the Di ty of 


fach a Quantity of Waters from a Comet, as (could 
drown it, and make it furmount the higheſt Mbun- 
tains by fifteen Cubits, Mr. bien had not clearly 


diſcovered the Removal — but, 3f he has. 


hot,” I think he has made Way for ſuch farther 
Improvements of his Scheme, that there is fumeient 
Room for doing it: Which, in 

rather to be undertaken, than an 


ttemnpt 


made to 


therefore, upon the tion of the Cotret's 
drowning the Earth, actörding to Mr. en- 
deavour to diſcover, that che Waters, left upon the 
Earth by the Comet, might be reimen d And che 
Earth become again dry, habitable, and fruitföl. 

Now, this Comet's Atmoſphere being, like a 
Chass i in a confuyd Condition; all the Fluids and 
Solids being mix'd together, theſe Solids, Having 
there no Laws of Gravſtation and Attraction, were 


jumbled tagether with the Fluids; and, till they 


receive theſe Laws, they make together but one 
perfect Fluid, being without-Order or Form in this 
Body they belong to. For even thoſe Parts, which 
had in ehenfetvis a Nature to become Solids; when- 
ever the Almighty ſhould- give the Fat to chem, 

might before that © Time participate of the true Na- 


ture of Fluidity : And yet, whenever theſe Laws 
ſhould be aſſign'd them, there might reſult from 


this fluid Chaos infinitely more ſolid Particles, than 
- thoſe of pure Water. Thus it was ſaid of the Crea- 
tion of the Earth, when the Matter of the Earth 
was created, that the Spirit of God moved upon the 

Face 


this HySthefs l lies here; that if the Earth receiv*d 


Opinion, dught 
overthrow ſo ſeemingly great @ Diſcovery, I ſhall 
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Fate of the Waters; Whence in that State of Con 

it was altogether calld: Waters. So, in the fame Con- 
dition we may imaging this Comer's Atmoſphere to 
be, before its imtnergitg the Earth in the Deluge; 
and therefore might drown it in the Way and Man- 
ner preſerib'd by Mr. #Þifon to whoſe Account 
I I refer you, and ſhall content myſelf with only ſhew- 
ing, from the aforeſaid Suppoſition, which Way 
the Waters might become abated, and ſo much dry 
Land remain. For I ſhall not here repeat what has 
been already faid to my Purpoſe, unleſs by Way of 
— * an Interruption in the Diſcourſe. Now, 
as by the former it appears probable, 
that the Solids and Fluids of 22 
phere in their lawleſs State were altogether Fluids; 
ſo, coming upon the Earth in this fluid Condition, 


immediately upon the Comet's leaving this Quantity 


of its Atmoſphere to drown the Earth, it enters 
upon the ſame Laws peculiar to this habitable Globe; 
and, by the Laws of Gravitation and Attraction, 
thoſe Parts, that had the Eſſence of Solidity in 
them, aſſume their proper Offices, and in a Hurry 
begin to take their Blacks according to their ſpecific 
Gravities: And the Fluid growing thick in the 
Hurry, many of the weightier Particles are ſtopp'd 
and catch'd in their Deſcent. And, accordingly we 
find Metals and Minerals, as if penetrating the Pores 
of the Earth in their Fluidity, and catch'd as they 


became Solids at uncertain Depths by other earthly 


Particles, lighter than themſelves; tho* their Endea- 
vour was to take their PJaces therein according to 
their reſpective Weights, As in regard of a Mire, 
tho? the Subſtance of it is lighter than Stone, yet a 
Stone let fall into it will not. reach the Bottom. 
For its Fluidity being thicken'd will not fo eaſily 
admit of weightier Particles than itſelf to take their 
Places therein according to their ſpecific Gravities, 


notwithſtanding their Endeavour fo to do. That 


there 
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roper Eſſences, far ex- 
ceeding thoſe that remain'd' fluid, is not difficult to 
imagine, tho they were all fluid before, without 
Diſlinction. When we conſider, that the new Sur- 
face of the Earth, acquir'd at the Deluge, was never 


yet obſery'd to be penetrated quite thro* by the 


hes into irs Bowelsz and, for ought we know, 
may very nearly equal, in its Thickneſs, the Depth 
of the Waters at the Deluge, above the common 
Surface. For that we have a new Cruſt, acquir'd 


by the Deluge, appears from Trees, Fiſhes Bones, 


and the like, found at uncertain Depths in divers 
Places of this and other Nations, which in the'Hurry 
of the ſettling of theſe Commotions were ſome borne 
down below their natural Gravity, and others catch'd 
higher amongſt Particles lighter than themſelves. 


And thoſe Particles, which had only the true Ef- 


ſence of Water, make now their Deſcent into the 
loweſt Parts of the Globe, and form a mighty Ocean z 
whereas before, there was only a gathering together 
of the Waters into vaſt Lakes, or Seas; but yet 
in ſuch a Manner, as the whole Earth might have 
been travell'd over upon dry Land. Thus you ſee, 
that, as Mr. Vbiſton's Hypotheſis brought Waters 
enough to drown the Earth, fo by this they might 
be ſufficiently removed“. POE The 


But 


Thus the Fluids, that drown'd the Earth, being in a chaoti- 
cal Condition, and the true Eſſence of Solidity being by far the 
greateſt Part thereof, and differently ſcatter'd upon the Surface 
of the Globe, much greater Quantities of ſolid Particles might 
remain in one Place than another ; upon the ſettling of which, 
there might ſucceed a different Situation of Hills and Mountains 
after the Flood from what there had been before, and be left 


Plains a allies e there happen'd the. feweſt of Solids, 
and the moſt of that Fluid which only in itſelf had the true Ei- 
ter; Which however left a ſufficient Quantity of 

above the common Orbicularity of 

| the 


1 as hen ho Earth wants new Funes of Herts, 
Plants, Fruit- Trees, and the like, and yet we read 
of no new Creation: whence is it ſu My 
Anſwer is, That it ſeems highly „that the 
Seeds of Herbs, Fruits of Trees, alth [the ſeveral 


And 2 8 mobs 5 to 1 f 
freſh, fat, and fertile, it muſt ce Fruits al 
equal to oy ee, e ; 


the Ocean, when i had inde its Deſcent thereto, which before 
for ſome Time might remain diſperſed over the higheſt Moun- 
tains by the be, Attraction of the Comet, in the Way 
and. Manner 2 Tides occaſion d by the Attraction of the 
Moon, and would require a proportionate Time to ſettle in, 
according to the Largeneſs of the Comer's Body, and its near 
Approach to the Earth, which muſt bein as much Diſpropor- 


ys TOY: A Uncommonneſs of this 


ig occafion'd to take 

it may appear no 
promar 7 1 - of _—_— how — i Subſtance, _ | 

wn'd the Earth, is differently N the Surface 

ir, ſo as to afford it different Ma G en Countries di- 
ſtant from one another, and to be diſpoſed of according to the 
Wiſdom of God, in their Directions to place themſelves after 
the Laws aforeſaid ; which ſhews, that the Fluid and Solids - 
that made that entire Fluid to drown the Earth, had not - 
their chaotical State an equal Diſtribution of Parts common to 
its real Contents, but were diſpers'd in this chaotical Condition 
in ſo confuſed a Manner, that Fils and Mountains, Metals and 
Minerals might diſperſe themſelves in different Situations, as 
1 which muſt plainly ſhew, that as chagtical 
Subſtance drown'd the Earth, as that was from which at 
it was form'd. So then, from this Hypotheſis; in the Earth '. 
firſt Formation, Hills and Mountains might receive their Origi- 
gal in and from the Cauſes here propos d, without being 

| vpon. ſuch, a, Fluid as Mr. * imagin'd them to have h 
their W from. be 
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Virtde whereof the Lives of the firlt Patriarchs, we- 
ceeding the Delu 


aer 8 which were. occaſion'd by the 


fines. of gather Strength, and form 
on into deſtructive Particles, cauſing Tem- 
peſts, Hurricanes, Thunder and Lightning, and 
the like, hitherto unknown 3 Which, 


the Air, Lady becoming more and more noxious 
and unwholſome, and rendering the Earth leſs and 


12 and accordingly ſhortning the Lives of 


1 loch Degrees, and in ſuch a 
nr as God; ry; even as the new 


World became i 1 a Gain to he repeopled, with- 
out a Continuation of the former Longevity. 

Thus I have given an Account of the Deluge, and 
obſerv'd God's Deſign in ſhortning Man's Days 
upon Earth, viz. to wean his Affections from it. 
Thoſe therefore, who will ſtill ſet their Hearts on 


the World, thwart God's Counſels, and hazard the 


Loſs of their Souls for vain, ſhort, and unſatisfactory 
Enjoyments. But becauſe the Minds of moſt Men 
are influenc'd by temporal Motives, and the Pro- 
Wiſes of preſent worldly Bleſſings, more than by 
the Views of future Rewards; therefore, in. Con- 

deſcention to human Infirmities, God was pleaſed 
do make large Offers of temporal Bleſſings to his 
People the Jews; ſo that to their Obedience all 
temporal Bleflings were promiſed, as Puniſhments 


were alſo — to their Diſobedience. But tho 


this Covenant did more peculiarly relate to the 


Fewiſh Nation, yet there are not wanting Numbers, 
even at this Day, who perſuade themſelves, that their 


Favourites of Heaven; and hence are ſo lifted up, 
as even to deſpiſe thoſe, that are in low and mean 


e ER as if my were caſt off and gr 


were almoſt- equivalent to thoſe 
of the old World: But the Commotions and ſul- 


by little and 
little, diſperſe themſelves thro*: the Atmoſphere of | 


temporal Felicities diſtinguiſh them as the peculiar 


- 
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by ddt Maker. But Proſperity is not a certain 
Mark of God's Favour 4 ſome now enjoying it, who, 
their Practice conſider'd, are not the leaſt entitled 
to it: Whilſt others ſuffer Adverſity, who might 
hope, from the Purity of their Lives, to be exempt- 
, ed from it. So that, in ſhort, from Proſperity and 
Adverſity in this World, we canndt infer an uner- 
ring Concluſion of the Scate we are in with reſpect 
to God. And even amongſt the Jews; under the 
— ſation aforeſaid, -we find I hings other wiſe 
rſtood by the moſt religious and virtuous a- 
a them; and that the Righteous oftentĩimes 
extremely ſuffer di; that they have had Trials of 
Moc kings and Scourgin 
Impriſonments ; that they 4were foned, . — 
were tempted, were flain with the Sword; that they 
wander d about in Sheep. ſtins and Goal- ſtius, being di- 
fitute, afflified, tormented (of whom ibe ou was 
not worthy :) they wander d in Deſarts and ayer 
and in Dens and Caves of ibe Earth.” And yet 
withſtanding this they were ſtil in God's 
Favour, who had reſerv'd for them better Things 
than this World could afford. So that the Riches 
and Honours of this Life, of themſelves, 'as I have 
faid, are no infallible Indication of God's 'Favour, 
nor do Poverty and Diſgrace, of themſelves, bear 
any certain Tokens of his Diſpleaſure. Theſe 
Things ha in common to the Righteous and to 
the: Wicked. Indeed, as to Communities, or Com- 
monwealths and Kingdoms, it generally falls out 
otherwiſe : And they are commonly proſperous and 
flouriſhing, or the contrary, according to their Ad- 
herence to Virtue and Religion, or to Vice and Ir- 
religion. But whatever the Proſperity or Adver- 
ſity of ome Perſons may be, they may, if they 


© Haben xi. 36, 37, 38. 
G 2 will, 


44 Philoſophical Meilltations) 


will, make a proper Uſe and Improvement of thent 
with Reſpect to. the World to coe. If 2 proſpe- 


rous State be managed with Religion and Prudence: 
if Ambition is reſtrain'd, and the World not made 
an Idol; if our Affectious are not too much fixed 
upon temporal Enjoy ments, to the N of the 
Things of Eternity; if we uſe our Riches as only 
lent us to do Good with, by feeding the Hungry, 
claatbing the... Naked, &c. we ſhall thereby lay up 


for ourlelves a Treaſure which will never fade. And 


thus our. preſent tranſitory Bleſſings ſhall alſo turn 
Adverſity, if God has not beſtow'd on us thoſe 
temporal Advantages which others enjoy: or, by 
the common Accidents. of all human Affairs, has 
taken away what we formerly were poſſeſs d of; let 
us not however be unreaſonably dejected, but fitmly 
believe, that, if we uſe. our honeſt Endeayours, 


8 Religion and Vittue, and preſerve a good 


onſcience, God will aſſiſt and relieve us, raiſe us 


up Friends, and point out ſuch Methods, as we can- 


not foreſee, or expect. And of the Truth of all 
this both Seripture and Experience furniſh us with 
many remarkable Inſtances, For tho* God has ſome- 
times ſuffer'd the Righteous to fall into great Tu- 
bles and Afflictions, yet, upon their patient continu- 
ing in Well doing, they have been ſurpriaingly 
28 again, and even advanc'd to a _ ppt: 
itch of Proſperity ; witneſs Joſeph in Egypt, 
Job in the Land of U. r 
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en ! 


Y PON the ſecond Covenant, which God enter 4. 
"Into with Mankind, be put it into every Man's 
Power. that comes into the Works, to make Clioice” 
of Viet and by ſo ding to render bref accepts 
Ne Cod: .thro* Chriſt our Redeemer; As to 
;Heathens, who. haye no Knowledge of Chriſt, 


25 
#'' 
41 * 


* 


the | #1 $4 0 k | 

and . of the Covenant Which » God, thre him, has 
made with us, though what is not reveaPd WII not 
be requir d, yet they muſt account for. their Actions 
according, to the beſt Lay they have, that is, che 
Law,of Nature, and. for the good Uſe or Abuſe of 
that Freedom of Will, which God has is cominon 
given them, *Tis true, God will havea Regard to 
Juſtice and Equity, and will doubtleſs make AI- 


ances for invincibk Ignorance, and the Prei udices of 
Education, which for Want of Means and Opportu- 
nities could not be rectified. But Mill, fo far as their 
Light reaches, and the Will is concern'd, they muſt 
be. accountable. What will be required therefore of 
the Heathen World, that have "ora the Happineſs, 
of God's Will being reveal'd to them, is, that they 
ſhould act according to the Law of Reaſon, and the. 
Dictates of natural Conſcience. And, as their Acts 
of Free-will have been conformable to this Rule, or 
otherwiſe, they will be either condemn'd, or ac 
quitted, at the Day of Judgment. 

Thus God ode 4-084 himſelf a righteous Judge, 
and will at laſt it appear to Men and Ange, 

be 


that all Kingdoms, Nations, and Languages 


ES 


. 


be judg'd according to Juſtice and Equity, and a- 

regably to their own Choices of Virtue or Vice. 
Then it will be clear, that the Ruin of the Wicked 
is of and from themſelves ; and that God had not 
doom'd his Creatures to a wtetched State before 
their Creation, (as ſome very unjuſtly endeavour to 
repreſent) but that that he created them with the 
ſame Powers to have made Religion and Virtue, and 


Wills had the ſame Freedom, as thoſe were endued 
| with, who did reall chuſe them. 1 a * 1 
L am not inſenſibſe, that ſome have alledg d the 


I have aſſerted; and ſeveral Texts have been urged 
by ſome rigid People in Oppoſition to it. I ſhall 
apply myſelf to ſhew, that thoſe Texts of Scripture 
(which ſome through Want of a right Underſtand- 
ing of them have wreſted) do not aſſert what they 
alledge, viz. a perſonal Election and Reprobation 
from God's eternal Decrees ; and particularly, that 
the ninth Chapter of St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans 


does by no Means prove it. 


tion and Reprobation does reflect on the infinite 
Juftice and neſs of God, is vaſtly prejudicial 
to Religion and Virtue, is contrary to the main De- 
985 of them, and very repugnant to other Places 
of Scripture; I ſhall endeavour to make it appear 
from this very Chapter, that the Apoſtle is herein 
maintaining a contrary Doctrine to what theſe rigid 


Men maintain. | | | 
In order to the right Underſtanding of this Chap- 


what was the Apoſtle's main Scope, Tendency, and 
Deſign in it. Now in the Beginning of it, we find 
him in a ſtrong and violent Concern for his Brethre 
according to the Fleſh, for whoſe Sake he cou'd 
have been content to have duffer'd the m_—— 
uni 


conſequently Happineſs, their Choice, and that their 


Authority of the Holy Scripturs againſt the Doctrine 


Now as ſuch an Interpretation of a perſonal Elec- 


ter, tis neceſſary, in the firſt Place, to conſider 
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l 
ments in orld, in order to them 
over to __ For, as dear as Life 2b 099. him, 


if d he might hereby obtain this End, vix. their Sal- 
vation, . with Pleaſure have laid down his 
Life for — which is the higheſt Inſtance of Chriſ- 


tian Charity: For greater Love than this hath no 
Man, "that one lay drum bis Life for his Friend: So 


that he hereby expreſſes his 8 te 


Concern for his — Kinſmen, and Relations 
according to the Fleſn; and endeavours to perſwade 
them, that the Arguments he was going 'to make 
ule of, proceeded from his great Affection and Con- 
cern for their ſpiritual Welfare; and, conſequently, 
ought not to be ſlighted and diſregarded as Things 
of little Moment; His main Deſign therefore being 
to convince them, that, notwithſtanding their Birth 
and Deſcent, which they gloried in, thoſe Advan- 
tages would be of no Service to them, ſo long as 
they rejected the glorious Diſpenſation of the Goſpel. 
And ſince they infiſted that God's Mercies did ſolely 
belong to them, from his Promiſes to their Fore- 
fathers ;' therefore this Chapter is almoſt wholly 

nn'd to convince them to the contrary, that th 
they were Abraham's Seed, &c. which he allows at 
large, ver. 4, 5. but denies, ver. 6. that that can 
give them a Title to the Promiſes made to Abraham 3 
For they are not all Iſrael, which are of Iſrael: © 

Ver. 7. Neither becauſe they are the Seed of Abra- 
ham, 8 they all Children, but in Iſaac ſhall thy Seed 
be calle 


Abraham had ſeveral other Children beſides J/aac, 
yet to IJſaac was the Promiſe made, that according to 
the Fleth Chriſt ſhould come; In whom all the Nations 
of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed. Therefore thoſe that be. 
lieve in Chriſt, and only thoſe, are Abraham's Seed 
and Heirs according to promiſe : For, 


Ver. 
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48 Of Raban au- ee. 
Ver. 8. They which are the Children of the Rieß, 


Ti Bo gh etc ee 


er. 9, Tor this ic the Word of Mut 46 this 


N come, and Sarah 
whoſe Line Chriſt was promiſed. 


* To 


Ver. 10. And when Reboeca ao bat enced, 


of two, by Iſaac. 
Ver. 11. For the Children not being yet bars, nei- 
ther 
Se een. 
but of him that calletbzʒ 

Ver. 12. J. ws ſaid ae her, the Elder foal 
ferve the Younger 


Ver. __ £ iti orinen, Jacob have 7 lad and 
Eſau have 7 bated. 


In theſe Verſes is "I God's Choice of Jacob 
95 Son of Tſaac, that from his Loins ſhould 
the promiſed Meſſias, but not from Eau s. This is 
therefore God's Election of Jacob before he was 
born, to give him the Preference, which! is to be 
underſtood only as a temporal — and 
which indeed he enjoy d acco for he got 


both the Birthright and Bleſſing. This Electien 


therefore, or Choice, which God made of Faecob 
rather than of Eſau, only reſpected his t 
Profperity, and the Promise of Chriſt from his Fa- 
mily ; but not a total Rejection of Eſau with Reſ 

to a future State. So that when God is ſaid to 
Jacob, and hate Eſau, tis only a comparative Way 
of ſpeaking; and the Word hate can only ſignify 
Jeſs Love ſhew*d to Eſau in Reſpect of temporal Pri- 
vileges. Thus was Jacob ſaid to love Rachel and hate 
Leah; which could certainly ſignify no mare than 
his having leſs Love for her; and becauſe: he had 
an extraordinary Love to Rachael, his ſmall Love to 
Leah was comparatively counted Hatred, As to 


I . | ipi- 


theſe arenak de Children of God; but the Children of 


having done any Good or Evil, that the Purpoſe of 
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other Diſpenſation than 1 Maſaic; and that on 


ſpiritual Adyantages, and the Happineſs of a furute 
State, I make no doubt but Eſau had an equal Right 
with Lab: And as- ſor the Expreſſion, that Eſau 


ſound no Place of Repentance, tho* be ſougbt it carefully 


with Tears, it is plain, that it reſpects only the Ir- 
recoverableneſs of his Birthright, which had enti- 
tled Jacob and his Poſterity to the fruitful Land of 
Canaan ; whereas the Dominions of Eſau and his 
Poſterity were the barren Mountains of Seir. 

Ver. 14. What ſhall we ſay then, is there Unrigh- 
teouſneſs with God ? God forbid. | 


That is, God may juſtly beſtow his temporal 
Bleſſings on whom he pleaſes : For he certainly beſt 
knows when to beſtow them, and upon whom, and 


what Uſe will be made of them. And fince our 


ſpiritual Welfare is the chief End of our Beings, and 


that which God chiefly aims at, we ought not to 


conceive that God acts on any Account unjuſtly, 


Ver. 13. For be ſaith to Moſes, J will have 
Mercy on whom I will have Mercy, and I will bave 
Compaſſion on whom I will have Compaſſion. , 


At this Time Moſes had been pleading the Jews 
Prerogative and ſpecial Title to his Favour, when- 
God provok'd by their Rebellions had threatned 
their Deſtruction, ſaying, Let me alone, that I may 
deſtroy them in a Moment, Now. Moſes 
argues, that he could not deſtroy them, but be 


guilty of the Breach of his Promiſes to Abrabam, 


l/aac, and Jacob; and therefore, notwithſtanding 


their Rebellions, he was bound to be merciful to 


them in the moſt peculiar Manner. The Jews alfo 
in Diſpute with the Apoſtle ſeem to make theſe 
Reaſonings their Defence again complying with any 
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5o M Elition and Reprobation. 
Account of the Privileges of their Parentage, God 
could not juſtly remove his Mercies from them, to 
beſtow. them upon any other Nation or People. 
Wherefore the Caſe heing alike in the Reaſoning of 
— with God, and the Jes with Apoſtle, the A- 
equotesGod's Anſwer as ſufficient to removetheir 
pendence upon their Deſcent and Parentage; Iwill 
have Mercy ow whom I will have Mercy, and I will 
have Compaſſion on whom I will have Compaſſion ,, that 
is, my Mercies are not fo confin'd to them, if they 
be rebellious, as to ſcreen them from my Juſtice : I 
have Mercy in Store for other Nations well as for 
them, even for all that fear me; and can juſtly. pu- 
niſh the Rebellions of. thoſe with whom my Cove- 
nant is eſtabliſh'd, and ſhew Mercy to thoſe that 
fear me, of what Generation or Nation ſoever: As 
the bleſſed Virgin very well explains it, His Mercies 
are on them that fear him througbout all Generations. 


Ver. 16. So then it is nat of bim that "willeth, or 
of him that runneth, but of God that ſheweth Mercy. 


In the Explication of this Text, I ſhall make 


Uſe of the Words of a learned Divine of my Ac- 
quaintance, viz. | 


Here is a plain Reference to the Caſe of Abra- 
„% ham, Iſaac, and Eſau. Abraham willed that the 
** Bleſſings to be derived to Mankind by Chriſt, 
% who was to deſcend from his Loins, ſhould: come 
<« by. 1/mael, and Iſaac willed and intended the Bleſ- 
«« ſing for Eſau; and Eſau ran to get the Veniſon, 
and to obtain the Bleſſing : But ſince temporal 
<< Bleflings are the Donation of God, who beftows 
them as he pleaſes, and this in particular was 
<< purely an Act of God's Favour, who appointed 
“ Facob to be the Perſon who ſhould receive it; 
therefore, in Alluſion hereto, the Apoſtle ſays 
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| Of Elkiftion and Reprobation, 
« this Bleſſing. is not of or from him 
« as Abraham or Iſaac, who cvillad as 


51 
at willeth, 


ove.; nor 


* of or from him that runneth, as Eſau did; but of 


« or from God that ſheweth Mercy, or "_ his 
« temporal Bleſſings as he thinks e hot bas 


Ver. 1 7. For the Scripture faith unto Pharcah, 
Even for this ſame Purpoſe bove 1 raiſed thee-up, that 
I might ſhew my Power in thee, and that * Nam 
might be declared throughout all the Earth, 

Ver. 18. Therefore hath be Mercy. on whom be 


will baue Mercy, and whom be will be hardeneth. ) 


This. Inſtance of God's dealing with Pharaoh the 
Apoſtle brings in as an Example of God's Juſtice 
and Judgments upon a continued Rebellion and Dif- 
obedience, whereby Men may bring themſelves into 
ſuch a harden'd State, through their own Fault, that 
all the Means whether of Mercies or Judgments, 
are thrown away upon them. And ſuch a State he 
look'd upon many of his Brethren the Jews to be, 
at leaſt, in Danger of, if not altogether irreclaima- 
ble; as was alſo the Caſe of Jeruſalem, when our 
Saviour beheld it and wept over it, ſaying, If * 
hadſt known, even thou, at- leaſt in this thy Day, the 
Things that belong unto thy Peace; but now they are 
bid from thine Eyes, By which it appears, that by a 
long Courſe of Piſobedience and Rebellion a Maa 
may ſin paſt his Day of Grace, and be fo far har- 
den'd, that neither Mercies nor Judgments will re- 


claim him, ſo that he may provoke God to with- 


draw from him the Strivings of his Spirit; for bis 
Spirit ſball nat always ſtrive with Man: Wherefore 
St. Paul gives ſuch of the Fews a Caution (who, he 
hop'd, were yet reclaimable) in this Inſtance of 
Pharaoh, whom being harden'd thro? a Courſe of 
continued Wickednels, and, become irreclaimable, 
eng chaſey as a fit Object, not only to diſplay his 


Power 


\ 
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but alſo to make an Example to all the Earth: 
Which Example the Apoſtle willeth the Jeus to 
remember, left God, thro* their continued Rebel- 
lions, and rejecting the Methods of their Salvation, 
ſhould make them alſo terrible nen of his 
rr and Judgments. - 

Not that God intentionally hirden's Pharoab, even 
in the Judgments that he ſent upon Egypt, and by 
the Removal of them; but, ſordfering what Effects 
theſe Judgments and Mercies would have upon him, 
God foretells Moſes the Events of them, when 4 
ſays to him, I will harden Pharoah's Heart, or 
mit it to be ſo harden'd, hat be ſhall not et by act 
po: Which is the ſame as if he had ſaid, I know 
that the Means I ſhall uſe with. Pharoab, through 
his own Abuſe, will harden- his Heart, ſo that he 
will no let ael go. Wherefore, as there are ſome 
ſuch Objects of his Juſtice and Diſpleaſure, that 
have by a long Courſe of Diſobedience and Rebe)- 
lion excluded themſelves from Mercy, does it follow 
that he ſhall have Mercy upon none? And becauſe 
the Jets may be caſt off upon the aforeſaid Account, 
ſhall not the Gentiles receive Mercy that accept of 
its Offers? Tes, certainly, if the Jeus refuſe the 
Offers of his Mercy in Chriſt, and the Gentiles accept 
them, he will have Mercy on the one, and muſt 
neceſſarily leave the other to a harden'd corrupt 


Will. Thus has he Mercy on whom be will bave 


Ard ne er be will oh bardeneth. 


Ver. 10. Thou wilt ſay then unto me, why" doth 
be yet find Fault ? For who bath reſiſted bis Will? or, 
as ſome hes! it, who hath diſobey d bis Law ? ' 


. Now ihe. Nature of this Objection, which the 

Apoſtle foreſees would be readily made againſt him, 

may be thisz If God has * up a new 3 
whic 


Power on, whoſe Authority he had ſo long defpis'd, 
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which neither we nor our Forefathers were acquaint- 


ed with, unto whom alone he has promiſed to ſhew. 


Mercy, what becomes of the Privileges and Advan- 
tages of the Covenant made with our Fathers, _ 
we were born Heirs to, and therefore rely 

And if God reject us for this, becauſe we 2 
accept of Terms, which our Fathers knew not, 155 
can he find Fault with us, who keep cloſe to the 
Law and the Covenants formerly deliver'd to them? 
with reſpect to which how or wherein have we dif 

obey' d his Law, or reſiſted his Will? 

In Anſwer to this Objection, the Apoſtle in the 
next Verſe endeavours to ſilence all ſuch Cavils, by 
ſhewing, that God, who formed us, has the ſole 
Power of governing us, and giving us ſuch Laws as 
are only confiſtent with his own Wiſdom, and tend 
to our Happineſs if ,we be governed by them, and 
to our Deſtruction if we reſiſt and diſobey them. 


Ver. 20. Nay, but, O Man, who art thou that © 


replieſt againſt God ? Shall the Thing formed ſay to 
him that formed it, Why haſt thou made me thus ? 


Ver. 21. Harb not the Potter power over the C ley, 


of the ſame Lump to make one Veſſel 10 Honour, and 
another to Diſponoer ? | 


Thus by a familiar Example of the Potter's 
Power over, and Proceedings with his Clay, the 
Apoſtle maintains God's Right of proceeding with 
his Creatures: In which he alludes to the Pro- 
phet Jeremiab's being ſent down to the _—_ 
Houſe, where the Prophet obſerves a Work 
the Wheel; * And the Veſſel that be made of Clay 55 
marred in the Hand of the Potter; ſo he made it again 
another Veſſel, as ſeemed good to the Potter to make it. 
Then the Word of the Lord came to the Prophet, ſaying, 


fer. XViii. 1.5. 


O Houſe 
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O Houſe of Iſrael, cannot I do with you as this Potier ? 
ſaith the Lord: Behold, as the Clay is in the Potter's 
Hand, ſo are ye in m Hand, O Houſe of IIrael. 
Thus it is certain, as the Potter has Power of 
the ſame Lump of Clay, to make one Veſſel. to Ho- 
nour and another to Diſhonour; that for his own 
Benefit he will endeavour to make it all into Veſſels 
of Honour; and therefore will not deſignedly make 
any of it into Veſſels to Diſhonour : But if, in the 
orming of it, it ſhould break on the Wheel, and 
thereby fruſtrate his Purpoſe, ſo that he cannot 
eue it ſuch a Veſſel as he deſign'd, he muſt then 
turn it into ſuch a Veſſel as it will make. And thus 
if ye Jews, by wilful Diſobedience, fruſtrate God's 
in making you Veſſels to Honour, ſo that 
hereupon he unwillingly, as the Potter, turns you 
into Veſſels to Diſhonour, how can you aſk, V 
bas God made you thus? The Anlwer is plain, Becauſe 
ye would be no better Veſſels. 
The remaining Part of this Chapter is continued 
in the ſame Vindication of God's na with 
the Rebellious and the Obedient, whether Jews or 


Gentiles ; as in 


Ver. 22, What if God willing to by bis Wrath, 
and to make bis Power known, eadureth with mc 
121575 hee the Veſſels of Wrath fitted for De- 

7 
V Ve : 3. And that he might —__ known the Riches 
F is Glory on the Ve Ye of Mere, i he had 
afore prepared unto Glory ? 
Ver. 24. Even us, whom be bath "Ps not the 
Jews only, but alſo of the Gentiles, 


Here is an Alluſion to the oth Verſe, concern- 

God's railing up Pharaoh, as an Object of his 

rath and Diſpleaſure, thro! his wilful Diſobe- 

dience; on _—_ for that Reaſon, he had _ 
mine 
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mined to make his. Power known: And therefore, 
tho? he was fitted for Deſtruction, God ſuffers him 
ſtill to remain in full Power, and kingly Authority, 
till a fit Opportunity ſhould offer of exerting his 
Wrath upon him, in order to make him a terrible 
Example to all the Earth. Hence ought the Jews 
to take Warning, not to perſiſt in ſing the 
glorious Diſpenſation of the Goſpel; Jeſt God, 'tho® 

tient as yet, ſhould make them the like dreadful 
Fd of his Juſtice and Judgments. And as his 
Wrath is ſhewn on the Diſobedient, ſo is his Mercy 
manifeſted on the Obedient, on whom he makes 
known the Riches of his Glory; as on the Iſraelites, 
Deliverance from Egyptian Bondage ; who, notwith- 
ſtanding, were, many of them, for their - future 
Revolts, made the Monuments of his Wrath and 
Vengeance; ſo that, as it follows in the laſt cited 
Verſe, his Mercies are ſhewn on the Obedient, whe- 
ther Jes or Gentiles : Even us, whom he hath called, 
not of the Jews only, but alſo of the Gentiles. 


Ver. 25. As he ſaith alſo in Oſee, I will call 
them my People which were not . my People, and ber 
beloved which as not beloved. | 

Ver. 26, And it ſhall come to paſs, that in the 
Place «where it was ſaid unto them, Ye are not my 
People, there ſhall they be called the Children of the 

living God. 5 


In theſe and the following Verſes, the Apoſtle 
quotes the Prophet's Prediction of the Calling of the 
Gentilss, os of their Acceptation of the Goſpel, 
while many of the Fews rejected it. For, 


Ver. 27, Eſaias alſo crieth concerning Iſrael ; the 
the Number of the Children of Iſrael be as the Sand of 
the Sea, a Remnant ſhall be ſaved. 

| 2, Now 
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56 Election and Reprobation. 
No / what becomes of the Doctrine of Election 


and Reprobation, in the Senſe of ſome Men ? If 


any were to have been particularly elected to future 


Rewards, they muſt have been the Jes; who were 


the only People, with whom God had eſtabliſh'd 
his Covenants: and who, conſequently, might have 
expected an irreſiſtible Power to force their Obedi- 
ence, in order to render them acceptable to God. 
Yet we ſee that their Obedience, or Diſobedience, 
was entirely their own Choice: elſe they had never 
deviated fo far from God's Will, that out of ſuch 
vaſt Numbers, a Remnantonly ſhould comply with 


the Means of God's Mercies in Chriſt. Upon this 


Account therefore, Ged had determined to bring a 
ſwift Deſtruction upon ſuch as, by a wilful Diſobe- 
dience and Refuſal of his offer'd Mercies, ſhould 
make themſelves the Veſſels of Wrath. 42 


Ver. 28. For he will finiſh the work, W cut it 
ſhort in Righteouſneſs, becauſe a fhort Work will the 


Lord make __ the Earth. 


Which Words contain a Prediction of the ſucceed- 
ing Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, which he before warn'd 
9 of by the Example of Pbaraob; in order, if 
poſſible, to reclaim ſome, and leave che reſt at leaſt 
without Excuſe, 


Ver. 29. And as Eſaias 4 before, Except the 
Lord of the Sabbaoth had left us a Seed, we bad been 
as Sodom, and been made like unto Gomerrha. 


Thus had it not been for a few Righteous, the 
Wickedneſs of the Children of //rael had equal'd that 
of the Sodomites, and drawn down from Heaven 
the like Vengeance and 1 | 


Ver. 
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Ver. 30. What ſhall we ſay then? that the Gen- 
tiles, which followed not after Righteouſneſs, have 
attain'd ta Righteouſneſs, even the Righteouſneſs whch 
is of Faith : | 
Ver, 31. But Iſrael, which followed after the Law 
of Righteouſneſs, hath not attain'd to the Law of 
Righteouſneſs. 


In theſe two Verſes is diſplay'd the Reaſon why 
the Gentiles were accepted; namely, becauſe they 
receiv*d the offer d Mercies of Chriſt, in believing 
him to be the true Meflas and Saviour of the World 
and ſubmitting to his. righteous Laws and Precepts, 
ſtil'd the Righteouſneſs which is of Faith. But the 
Jeus, truſting to the Works of the Law, and ſeck- 
ing not this Righteouſneſs which is by Faith, were 
conſequently deſtitute of Righteouſneſs; whereby 
Salvation is attainable z- there being no other Name 
under Heaven whereby we can be ſaved, but that of 
Chriſt. Nor, having had the Opportunities of hear- 
ing his Doctrines, and ſeeing his Miracles, could 
they fail of being certified of the Divinity of his 
Miſſion. But in as much as his pure Precepts no 
ways flatter*d their carnal Inclinations, they preferr'd 
the preſent World and its Intereſts before his Croſs 
and Rewards, that were reſerv'd for the World to 
come. | 


Ver, 32. Wherefore ? Becanſe they ſought it nat 
by Faith, but as it were by the Works of the Law; fot 
they ſtumbled at that ſtumbling Stone. | 

Ver. 33. As it is written, Bebold, I lay in Sion a 
ſtumbling Stone and Rock of Offence ;, and whoſoever 
believeth in him ſhall not he aſhamed. 


Now, the Meanneſs of our Saviour's Appearance 
in the World gave von to the Jes, to whom 
| he 


SS 
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he became a Stumbling- Stone. For they expected, 


that he ſhould have come amongſt them as a potent 


and powerful Monarch, to have freed them from 
the Roman Yoke, and to have ſubdued all Nations 
unto them. For what the Prophets had foretold 
concerning his ſpiritual Kingdom, they, (thro' their 
Carnality) miſinterpreted, as relating to a tempo» 
ral one. On which Account they look' d upon the 
Predictions of his Obſcurity and Sufferings by no 
Means to belong to him. Thus, becauſe he did 
not gratify their Deſires in theſe 38 he 
became to them a Stumbling-Stone Rock of Of 
fence, yet, notwithſtanding, whoſoever believetb in 
bim ſhall not be aſhamed, whether Few or Gentile. 
And now, I hope, I have made it evident to all 
impartial Readers, that there is no ſuch Thing as 
an abſolute perſonal Election, or Reprobation; or 
God's determining our Happineſs, or Miſery, in 
a future State without Reſpect to our own Actions; 
which are entirely in our own Choice, and not 
forc*d, nor neceſſitated :' In which Caſe they would 
be neither puniſhable, nor rewardable. RN. 
Now, as this Interpretation 1s agreeable to the 
infinite Mercy and Goodneſs of God, and does not 
at all claſh with the reſt of the Scriptures z ſo the 
Maintainers of the contrary Notions have involv'd 
themſelves in ſtrange Inconveniences and Perplexi- 
ties: And, being unable to extricate themſelves, have 
been forced to reſolve all at laſt into the Decrees of 
God; rendering his holy Decrees, by this Means, 
a Sanction to every extravagant Action. In Support 
of which Notion they obtrude the 20th Verſe of 
this Chapter: Nay, but, O Man, who art thou that 
replieſt againſt Gd? Shall the Thing formed ſay to 
him that formed it, Why haſt thou made me thus ? 
But the true Intent and Meaning of theſe Words 
having been before explain'd, I ſhall not farther 
1 | deſcant 
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deſcant on them in this Place, but ſhall only obſerve, 
that, in the ng wh of ſuch Paſſages of the 
Scriptures as are dark and difficult to be underſtood, 
we ought to take particular Care to advance nothing 
repugnant to the Senſe of thoſe that are plain and 
obvious. For if thoſe, that are plain and caſy, ſuffer 

any Interpretations of thoſe that are dark and 
ſcure, then we may aſſure ourſelves, that ſuch In- 
terpretations are erroneous, and conſequently not to 
be admitted. The Warning St. Peter gives, may 
very well deſerve our Attention. For ſpeaking par- 
. ticularly of his beloved Brother Paul's Epiſtles, he 
ſays, there are ſome tbinzs hard to be underſtood, 
which they that are unlearned and unſtable cpreſt, as 
they do alſo the other Scriptures, to their own De- 
ſtruction. | 
Let us not therefore preſume to charge God with 
ſuch Decrees, as are no otherwiſe to be vindicated, 
than foraſmuch as he is the Author of them : De- 
crees, that interfere with, and contradi& his Artri-- 
butes, particularly his Juſtice, - Far be it from God 
to do any Thing, that ſhall have the leaſt Appear- 
ance of Injuſtice ! But if the Doctrine of God's 
fore-ordaining all Things to come to pals were to be 
admitted, he muſt be accounted the Author of all 
the Vice in the World, as well as Virtue, And 
what a monſtrous Being 1s that, which firſt cauſes 
Evil, and then puniſhes it? Let us not therefore 
conceive ſo unworthily of the Almighty, whoſe 
Ways are holy, juſt, and good; and that they are 
ſo, will doubtleſs be demonſtrated at laſt to all the 
World. Thoughts, fo derogatory to the Divine 
Attributes, and even blaſphemous, cannot be too 
ſoon rejected with the utmaſt Horror and De- 
teſtation. | | | 
I have the longer dwelt upon this Topic, becauſe 
true Virtue and Religion 12 fuffer'd fo much from 
| 2 the 
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the Propagation of this falſe Doctrine, of God's ab- 
- folate Election and Reprobation, without any Re- 

rd to Men's Faith or Practice. For hence ſome 


ave imagin*d themſelves the only Elect, both among 


the Jews of old, and our modern Sectaries: Hence, 


being puff d up with ſpiritual Pride, and looking upon 
others as rejected by God, they have thought it 


no Crime to treat them with the higheſt Contempt, 
believing that the Objects of his Scorn ought to be 


theirs alſo; and that, in this Regard, they ſhould 


beſt pleaſe him by imitating his Example. Hence 


have ſprung the barbarous and cruel Methods of 
Perſecution, exercis'd upon the Bodies of thoſe who 
have been deem'd the Objects of God's Wrath: 
thro' a Pcrſwaſion, that his Service was carrying 
on by theſe Barbarities; and that, ſince God had 
created the Souls of ſome on Purpoſeto damn them, 
they ſhould pleaſe him by condemning and execuiing 


their Bodies, Now others, again, dreading the Con- 
ſequence of theſe Doctrines, and being unable to 


form right Conceptions of God, and fearing at the 
ſame Time leſt they ſhould be of the Number pre- 


_ deftinated to Damnation, have fallen into deep Me- 


lancholy and Deipair z deprived of all Manner of 
Encouragement to act in a religious Way, conclud- 
ingit would be to no purpoſe, as. the abſolute De- 
crees of God concerning their future State, were 
fixed and unalterable, without any Regard: to their 


Actions. And hence it is, that ſuch Numbers have 


Jaid violent Hands upon themſclves, in order to get 
rid of the Terrors and dreadful Apprehenſions they 
labour'd under, and with which this rigid Doctrine 

had poſſeſs'd them. | 
But, to our Comfort, the clear Apprehenſions of 
God's Mercy and Juſtice in his Dealings with his 
Creatures, are ſufficient to prevent all theſe pernicious 
Conſequences, and to encourage us to make our 
£ | T Addreſſes 
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Add reſſes to * * in all our Wants and 
Exigencies. us then guard againſt ſuch deroga- 
tory Notions of God; and firmly believe, that be is 
not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 
be brought to Repentance. The very Deſign of 
Chriſt's coming into the World, was to effect our 
Salvation; this was the End and Aim of all his 
Labours, and that of his Apoſtles. His Religion is 
ſo wiſely calculated and adapted to promote the | 
pineſs of Man, that I perſwade myſelf I ſhall not be 

__ a Neceſlity of uſing many Words in the fol- 

ing R Foy 


i 
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SECT. YI. 

To prove the CHR1T1AN Orconoα the only 
true one, 


» | | 
HAT Chriſt was no Impoſtor, but the true 
 Meſfias, is very evident from the natural Ten- 
dency and Deſigns of all Impoſtors; which were 
ever to procure to themſelves worldly Enjoyments, 
and prefer themſelves to worldly Grandeur and Ho- 
nours : Whereas, on the contrary, Chriſt never af- 
fected the Eſteem of the World, nor its Honours 
and Advantages z nor did he propagate his Goſpel 
by any worldly Force, but in Oppoſition to it; and 
by ſuch Miracles as appeared to be- divine, and to 
have a divine Tendency; inftilling no Principles 
into Mankind, but what were naturally calculated 
to the promoting true Virtue and Happineſs, And 
after a Life of Perſecution and Tribulation, he — 
. | 
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the Truth of his Doctrines by the Death on the 
_ Croſs ; and according to his own Predictions roſe 


o 


- 3 Ta 


again the Third Day ; which is impoſſible any Im- 
ſtor could do; and, indeed, his Reſurrection is a 
ruth ſo evident, that no Matter of Fa& in the 

World was ever better atteſted. For can any Man 


imagine, that theſe many Witneſſes of it, to whom 


he had appear'd, could have all agreed together to 


run violently on their own Ruin and Deſtruction, 
merely to maintain a Lie? For what could their Ex- 
ation in this World be ? What but Ignominy, 


erſecution, and Death ? And which many of 


them ſuffer'd accordingly, though never detected 
of any Fa!ſhoods in the Propagation of this Doc- 


trine, natwithſtanding all the Attempts that were 
uſed by their moſt implacable Enemies; who cer- 
tainly had all the Advantages to have diſcover'd the 
Cheat, if there had been any: Againſt whom they 
maintain'd this Truth, with the Views only of fu- 
ture Rewards, and valued not what temporal Diſ- 
advantages they met with, but couragiouſly proceed- 
ed to promote the Intereſt of Chriſt's ſpiritual King- 


dom, in Spite of all worldly Oppoſition, 


Now can it be reaſonably ſuppoſed, that any 


„Number of Men in the World would thus unani- 


mouſly agree in one Deſign, without any Ho 
but thoſe of Futurity, unleſs they had all the Aſſu- 
rance that could poſſibly be given of the Truth of 

what they propagated ? 3 | 
I might here add, that the antient Prophecies, 
concerning the Meſſiah, were all fully accompliſh'd 
in our Lord Jeſus, together with their reſpective 
Circumſtances: But theſe being largely ſhewn by 
ſeveral Authors, who have profeſſedly wrote upon 

that Subject, tis needleſs for me to repeat them. 


I might 


g. ee 
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I might alſo point out, beſides that moſt con- 
vincing Evidence of his Reſurrection, his viſible 
Aſcenſion, and the wonderful Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt, his impowering his unlearned Diſciples to 
ſpeak all Sorts of Languages, and to perform divers 
Miracles, as he. himſelf had done : All which leave 
no Room for any Doubt or Scruple of his being 
the true Meſfias, who was come to fave Mankind, 
and to bring them to Immortality. | 


— tA 
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Religion and Virtue recommended. 

ND now from the Whole it appears, that we 
A have all the Encouragements we can deſire or 
expect, to be virtuous and religious, ſince the Prac- 
tice leads to ſuch glorious Rewards. Let us there- 
fore look upon Vice in its true Deformity, and upon 
Virtue in its true Lovelineſs and Beauty, and then 
make our Choice of that which offers the better Re- 
compence. Vice-can make a Tender of nothing but 
the preſent Gratifications of the ſenſual Appetites, 
and leaves behind it nothing but a guilty terrified 
Conſcience, and expoſes the Practiſer thereof to 
endleſs Horror and Deſtruction: But Virtue offers 
Peace and Tranquility of Mind in all the Affairs and 
Occurrences of this Life, with a full and ſatisfactory 
Completion of all the Deſires and Expectations of 
the Soul in a future State to all Eternity. And now 
the vaſt Diſproportion of theſe Offers, one would 
think, would be ſufficient to determine every one's 


Choice: 


thee to bear thy Sufferings in a future State with 
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Choice: For what has Vice in it to recommend 
itſelf? Will the preſent Gratifications of a ſenſual 
Appetite recompenſe the future Terrors and Tor- 

ments that will attend it? Will it, O Man, enable 


Eaſe and Patience? Will not the Remembrance of 
thy ſenſual Gratifications be an Addition to th 

Torments? Was it not an Aggravation to Dives's 
Miſeries, when Abraham bad him remember that in 
the World he enjoy'd his good Things, when he 
could not obtain only one Drop of Water to cool 
his Tongue? In this State there will not be the 
Gratification of any one ſenſual Deſire, nothing that 
can be delightful or entertaining: Vice will leave 
the Soul void of all true Satisfaction and Happineſs; 
but Virtue will give it a Satisfaction that is un- 
bounded : And as the Satisfaction of our Deſires is 
the main End and Aim of all our Purſuits, and we 
think no Pains too much in order to attain them; 
and as nothing ſhort of the Enjoyment of God can 
yield a full Satisfaction to the Deſires of the Soul; 
with what unwearied Diligence ought we to purſue 
the eternal Concerns of it, in this ſhort and uncer- 
tain Life; eſpecially when we conſider, that in do- 
ing ſo we gratify every rational Deſire both of Body 
and Soul ? Then let us not trifle with our Happi- 
neſs any longer; let us not flatter ourſelves to our 
own eternal Undoing let us now repent of all our 
Deviations from Victue and Religion; let us for the 
future make them our Choice; let us aſſure our our- 
ſelves we muſt do this, or we can never obtain 
Mercy: Let us make no Delay in a Matter of fo 
vaſt Importance, leſt we come to wiſh we had done 
it when it will be too late, and we are undone for 
ever: To Day, if thou wilt hear his Voice, harden not 
thy Heart; aſſure thyſelf, that the longer thou ac- 


1 cuſtomeſt 


tred of Vice, ind the Puniſh 


Praiſe, 
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ome baue ohtain'd. Mercy 
2 in old 1 will not go about to 


deny; but then probably. they have been ſuch as 
were before ignorant of the Nature of Religion and 
Virtue, and the Neceſſi of Repentance : But with- 
out all doubt, an early Piety is the only ſafe Foun- 
dation whereon to build our Hopes of future 9 4 


Po z and for this Reaſon it is 1 judg d very 


inculcate the Principles o Religion & to Chil 
452 betimes, in their Days of Innocency, and to 

them againſt Vice and Profaneneſs; to inſtil 
into their Minds the true Notions of God's 
and Goodneſs, with his Love to the Virtuous, and 
the Rewards he has laid up for them, and his Ha- 
ments that attend it; 
them in every — Aion with 


ech vigious ith 
all wok ey rneſindſs. * R 


Whoever therefore h brille E his former 
Time, let him ſpeedily tsturn to a better Mind, 
and redouble his iligence 1 in the Way of Religion 
and Virtue : And tho” he may at firſt find in himſelf 
a Reluctancy to enter on a religious Courſe, let him 
reflect, that the longer he neglects it, the greater 
will the Reluctancy be. Wherefore now ſtrive to 
overcome it, by leaving off thy vicious Habits, al- 
ways remembring that it will never be ſo eaſily done 
as nom; and if once thou overcomeſt this Relu 
to enter on a religious Life, thou wilt thenceforth 
confeſs, that the Ways of Chriſt are pleaſantneſs, and 
that all bis Paths are Peace. For if we live agree- 
ably to' his Commands, we may then aſſure ourſelves 
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of his Favour, and that he will at laſt p 
before his Heavenly Father as the Purchaſe ry 
Blood, and receive us into the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
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and Redeemer, there to enjoy that Ref, * re- 
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FUE to add ſomething to ladet my ag 
mer Aſſertion in my PRRNTACE, vz. That our 
bleſſed Saviour is Co-cſſential, Co-eternal, and Co- 
equal with the Father; and particularly, in that he 
was the Creator of all Things, and without bim wart 
not any Thing made that wwas made. From which I 
obſerve, that he was no Creature himſelf, becauſe 
without him was not any Thing made that was made; 
therefore he was not made himſelf, t he could - 
make himſelf, which was impoſſible : fore he 
muſt be a neceſſary Being; and if neceffary, he muſt 
be eternal; and if neceſſary and eternal, he muſt be 
independent, and therefore co- eſſential, co-eternal, 
and val with the Father: And as the Holy 
Ghoſt is ſaid to be one with them, it cannot remain 
doubtful from Revelation, that theſe Three conſti- 
tute the Unity of the Divine Nature and Perfections, 
which is a Myſtery above our moſt exalted Compre- 
henſions, as being above our ſcanty and narrow 
Capacities in this State, as are many Secrets of his 
wonderful Works themſelves; therefore no Wonder 
that the Author of theſe Works himſelf, in his 
moſt exalted Nature, ſhould remain myſterious to 
us, as to his Being and Exiſtence : But what he has 
thought proper to . of * ought to 


* 
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give our Aﬀſent and Belief to, as being a Matter to 
| exerciſe our Faith upon: For if we 2 nothing 

but Wit de can Pos Within the Co of our 
own Capacities, and ma Germwnfirabe” there is no 
Room for the Exerciſe of Faith; for what is ſelf- 
evident, remains no longer the Object of Faith 

But HE, Fhof Nothns have ſed ther to &'Piſ- 
regard of the ſacred Writings,and will believe nothing 
but what may be demonſtrated from the Nature 
and Reaſon of Things, do hereby prevent themſelves 

from being wrought upon by any Arguments drawn 
a — Seriptures. 5 mar oP — 
6 the Opponents of the rine 
Bleſſeck Saviout's Divinity, Who allow Divine 1 
velation; if they be pine "4 Mich a Fear of Cos 
viction therefrom, will call theſe Texts ſpurious, 
Which evince what they do not chuſe to believe. 
Thus the Denial of the Trinity leads ſome Nen to a 
Denial of the Authority of the ſacred” Writing. 
But if the Authority of the Texts above eited 

may be called in Queſtion (cho Jam verily per. 

ſwaded myſelf of the Truth of em) yet that 22 
was God as well as Man, will appear from Ger 
plain Texts, the Authority of which is equa 
granted by all Who allow of a Revelation. _ 
whatever may be alledged of his attributing 


Works to the Power of his Father, — a 

to be only on the Account of his KES 
_ preſerve that neceſſary Diſtinction between the Di- 
vine Being, and — Nature: Thus when he 
aid, My Futher is greater than I, this is to be under- 
ſtood, that the Human Nature, be was eloathed 
Vith, was inferior to the Divine for being 
cloathed with Human Nature, he had raked upon 
him the. Form of a Servant yet, with Reſpect to 
his Divine 2 be thought it uo Robbery 10 be 
| equal with God. 

| 1 * * 8 * f Did 
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e divine Adorations when paid him, which 


74 have wotſhipped the Angel, he charg'd 
im he ſhould not do it, with this Reaſon, I am 
tby Fellow-Servant®, And tho* Chriſt took upon 
him the Form of a Servant as to his human Nature, 
and in Con of it ſometimes expreſſes him- 
ſelf ava Man, yet we find again, that at other Times = 
tbe himſelf according to his Divine Nature, 6... 
which-proves him to be both God and Man, even * 
Thus when he was called Good Mafter, he an- 
ſwer' d, Ny calleſt thow me Good, there is none Good 
but one, that is, God? Now our bleſſed Saviour was 
ſtrictly Good as being without Sin, neither was Guile 
found in him: Therefore he was Gop, as well as Man. 
No the Conſequences of believing Chriſt to be 
no more than a Creature ſeem to be very dangerous. 
For, as this Perſuaſion leads to the Denial of any 
Satisfaction made by his Death and Sufferings for the 
Offences. of his Creatures, ſo I am afraid, that as 
 a'creared Being was incapable to make any, that he 
will be to thoſe who believe him to be no other than 

a created: Being, no more than they believe him to 

be. And as no created Being could do any more 

than perform its own Duty to its Creator, and was 

therefore incapable to make Satisfaction (upon an 

Terms) for the Offences of any other Beings; 7 

thoſe who will believe him to be no more than a | 

created Being, cannot expect any Satisfaction made , 

by him for their Offences. And foraſmuch as he 
requires in very many repeated inſunctions, that our 
Belief of him ſhould be proportionable to the Worth 

of his divine Perſons: fo „ Perſwaſion 

muſt be very dangerous to thoſe,” who enjoy the 
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Benefit of his divine Revelation. For if 


ham or 1ſaac, that wi 
the temporal E dale gona to God's 
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and good Works perſorm'd by us could have — 
for our matiy Tranſgreflions, without that 
Satisfaction made by Chriſt in the Fleſh, who can 


Imagine that he would have undergone ſuch Indig- 
nities and even Death on the Croſs, to purchaſe 


that for us, which we might have enjoy'd without 


| his ſuch unſpeakable Sufferings ? | , 
Does not this Opinion in ſome Meaſure ſent 


the Caſe of the Jes, who went about to eſtabliſh 


a Righteouſneſs of their own, which was not of 
Faith, but deriv'd from the Works of the Law? 


For hereby the Authority of the ſacred Writings 
is undermin'd, with the very Foundation of the 
Chriſtian Revelation, and the Benefits of Chriſt's 


Obedience, Death, and Sufferings : So that by ſub- 


ſtituting Natural inſtead of Reveal'd Religion, all 


which muſt neceſſarily overthrow the very De 
of Chriſt's Appearance in the Fleſh, and be 


Forerunner of that univerſal Degeneracy Chriſt 
ſeem'd to be appris*'d would prevail at his Second 
Coming, which he introduces by Way of Inter- 


rogation : When I come ſhall Fand Fat on the 
Earth ? 


Now the Caſe of the Jets in our duet Time . 


appears to me to be very much the ſame with the 
Degeneracy of thoſe, who now: a- days reject the 
Authority o. Revelation, and endeavour to eſtabliſh 


Natural Religion in the Room of it. For theſe 


ſeek Salvation in the Ways of their own chuſing or 
preſcribing, as the Jews did before them. The Si- 
militude St. Paul us'd to them in the gth Chapter to 
the Romans, Ver. 16, (before explained) with Re- 


— 


Religion is brought into Anarchy and Confuſion; 


ference to temporal - Concerns, may very well bear 


a ſpiritual Inference, * 


Piurpoſe 


* 


it was not of Abra- 
of Efau that ran to get 
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Purpoſe in the Appearance of the Maſiab; ſo thoſe, 
who will and run to obtain Mercy in the Ways of 
their on chuſing or preſcribing, may exp to fail of 
it, becauſe they do not comply with the Terms, on 
which God has promiſed to ſhew his Mercies. For 
tho* we muſt both will and run to obtain Mercy, it 
muſt be in the Manner God has choſen, and pro- 
miſed to accept of, viz; by Faith in his Son, our 
Bleſſed Saviour, and by an Obedience to his Pr k 
This is therefore the Way that leads to Life eter- 
nal; and whoever. think to obtain it otherwiſe, 
ought to dread the Conſequences: of ſo vain an At- 
tempt (I ſpeak to thoſe who do, or may, enjoy the 
Advantages of Revelation) for there is no other 
Name given under Heaven - by «which Men can be 


Let no one therefore depend upon any Offers of 
Mercy after this Life, either in a State of Separation 
from the Body, or after the Reſurrection thereof; for 
this is the only State of Probation.or Tryal; and as 
Death leaves us, Fudement will find us. After all, tis 
an inconteſted Point, that good People do not un- 
dergo greater Conflicts in the laborious Purſuit of 
Virtue in Oppoſition to their carnal Inclinations, 
than thoſe the Wicked ſtruggle with in rendering 
themſelyes the Objects of Divine Vengeance. For 
Fear and Reluctangy ever at firſt accompany Vice 
and Wickedneſs; there ſtill remaining in human 
Nature, ſo much of the Divine Impreſſion, as will 
direct Men's Actions to a Conſciouſneſs of Good or 
Evil, and a Satisfaction or Diſſatisfactioi within 
themſelves of ſtanding excus'd or accus'd within 
their own Conſciences. And if this may be the 
Caſe without Revelation, how much more muſt the 
Mind be enlighten'd by that rful additional 
Aſſiſtance? Therefore thoſe who may enjoy the © 
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Advantages of God's reveal'd Will, but chuſe ra- 
ther to ridicule it, and to eſtabliſh a Righteouſneſs 
| | of 
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Poi 
} 712 upon mich God ly prom iſed to 
beſtow his Mercies, have been —— conſider d, 
and muſt, from the former Propaſitions, appear to 
be offer d only in this Life ; let us, while it is gal 
to Day, accept them: That by Faith in Chriſt, 
and Obedience to his __ we may not make 
8 End of his and Sufferings for 
* Let us hold faſt che Faith once delivered 40 the 
| Saints and accordingly. bring forth the Fruits of 
- Repentance and Good Works in this Life, that at 
Chriſt's Second Coming we may. be — 
in his Salt. 
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DIVIN E INFERENCES.” 


8. The State of the Bleſſed in a New 
Heaven, anda New Earth, 


The whole being interſpers'd with Divine InrsxExCes, and many 


uſeful Curioſities never before taken Notice of by any other Author. 


The Preface containing, befides other Things, the Au r non's 


nion of the MIL LIAN Mun ; as not being a Temporal 
Chriſt, &c. With a Poſtſcript of the Nature of Water-Spouts. 


1 


* 


By B E NVA MIN PARKER, | 
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REveREND SIe, 


OUR Candour and Generoſity in 
Converſation with, and Subſcrip- 
W- tions to the Works of, ſo mean an 
KEI WE Author as myſelf, make it ap- 
pear very conſpicuous, that you look upon 
Truth and Reaſon by whomſoever offer d. 

AND as it is the very End and Deſign of your 
educating of Vouth, to advance the Spiritual 
Welfare of Mankind, in ſupporting the Truths 
of the Goſpel-· Revelation; fo I am very ſenſible 
and well-affur'd, as this is your profeſſed, moſt 
valuable, and commendable Employment, that 
L 2 | all 
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| ED from a liberal —ů 4 a 
_ proper” sten of thelr patural Parts, will 
not meet with the leſs Eſteem amongſt you 


out meaſuring the Worth of an Author's Works 
by his Riches and Learning. 
be. thefefore {ſybmit} chis, with my other 
orks, to your Judgment and Al, 
and only deſire your Patronage ſo far as you 
| _ find them N thereof, "OP 
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having met with a general Acceplance, ad? 
hope in ſome meaſure anſiver d my 
and Defire in promoting Religion and Hirrue; 1 am 
hereby encouraged to preſent the World ſome fur- 
ther uſeful Cariolitis th entertaining and profitable, 
being Meditations deriv'd from a ſedate Contemplation 
and Improvement of ſuch Tae en as I have for- 


aerhy had the Happineſs of reading and peru. 


"| 1 have carefully avoided forming an Philoſophical 
_ Hypotheſes hat will not bear à Scriptural Senſe, or 
interpreting any obſture Places in the 3 to 236 
or interfere with thoſe that are plain and eafy to be un- 
| derftood ;, being well aſſur'd that that Divine Spirit 
directed their Compoſures cannot be mconfiftent 
with itſelf, whatever the Interpreters of them have 
been ; who ſome of them, thro” Partiality, or Views of 


Miz Y us 3 Volume of Philoſophical Medications 


private Intereſt, or AﬀeeBation to falſe Opinions, or aut 


of Compliment to their own or others Errors, may baue 
miſrepreſented them ; all which I have avoided with the 

utmoſt Sincerity and Impartiality, and have endeavoured 
bo treat upon each Subject e at of 
will alſo agree to "uns Reaſon. 


And here it may not 1 
the Contents of the following BA 2 
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' becdime in Part ignorant of the true and divine Kn 


Feet again into the Way of Peace: For af it Was, 4 
Malice that "cur firft Parents tranſpreſſed agni 


deen, I doubt not but tht Puniſhment of Death *would 


the 4 


1 The PR EF AC WO 
- Our firſt Parents by attempting a Reſemblance % 
un Knowledge,” by an 47 e Diſobedience, found 
afterwards, to their Shame and Sorrow, that they bad 


In the Reſemblance of bim in Righteouſneſs and true 
| Holineſs, and became debas'd* by _ to exalt 


themſelves ; for by the Knowledge they gain'd of Evil, 
fo murb they tat of their firſt Purity"andlnnacence, and 


ledge in which their Happineſs chiefly confifted ; 
couſd not be recover d but by that divine Light, that 
fromiſed Seed of the Woman, that ſhould condut? ow 


od, but Y Stra- agem of the Devil, therefore God 

in Mercy prem:ſes to Mankind a Redeemer 1% ranſom 
them from the Faws of their Deceiver,  fince there was 
4 Poffibility of their Retevery ; which bad there not 


f Stop put to any future Poſterity 10 be deriv'd from 
hem ; as is plain, I think, frem God's Manner i 
proceeding with their future Race, when there appeare 
4 Footſteps left of Hopes of Recbvery from incorri- 
Bio e Wickednefs, I mean bis Overthow of the "OH 
orld by Water, and Sodom and 'Gomorrha'by Fire, 
and his Command of - the utter Deftruttion of tb Ca- 
naanites, becauſe they had fll'd up the Meaſure of their 
Iniquities; «ith his Deliverance of the rebellious" I- 


_ raclites into Captivity ; and the moſt remarkable De- 


ftruftion of the Temple and City of Jeruſalem, he 
Hiftory of which is not Io be paralled, becauſe of their 
Inveterate Oppoſition to the glorious Diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel, by the promiſed Seed of the Woman to bruiſe 
the Serpent's Head; who from the Time of that Pro- 
miſe became a Light again to the World, to guide all 
Men, who were not wanting to themſelves, into the 
Way of Peace; ſo that they who enjoy d not the Reve- 
lation of that Light, for Wignt of true Tradition, = 
. | 


| The PREFACE: vii 
had -6\ ſmall, imperfact, and uncertain” Notion of 
_ BE claration' of Future Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments dont a Voice that reach'd ibe Ends of the Earth; 
an Chriſt was 4 Ligbt within, and a Monitor 10 all 
that came into the Warld, to give them at leaſt a Cu- 
ſeiouſneſs. of their Aftions, which would" accuſe or ex- 
cuſſe ibem, according 1a which. they ſhould: tand or fall 
in Judgment. And as God will expett no more-from 
any than according io what he entraſteth them with, fo. 
thoſe who. haue God's Will declared to them" in tbe 
Scriptures. bave a vaſt. Addition to this inward Light, 
and muſt therefore be atcountable accordingly. Aud 
we ſee many amongſt us, who will chooſe, the = 1 
f Darkneſs. in | the Midſt ef this Lig hich 
needs be a great Hindrance io the" nining and 
| Jpreading Fit where it is wanted; when even 
2 * prevails | amongſt us, that many would 
themſelves a Freedom of Will, that they 
_ thereby charge all their Actions upon Fatal Ne- 
ceflity, after ſo many Aſſurances that God bas ſet before © 
us Good Evil, and offer d them. 19 our Choice, 
with Promiſes annex'd to the one, and Threatnings pro- 
nounc'd againſt the other. And if our Mions were 
not at our own Choice, why are wwe called upon and 
invited to- be virtuous, when all Calls and Entreaties. 
in ſuch a Caſe would be but vain Mockeries and Inſults 
over thoſe. who could not c with ſuch Offers o 
Mercy ? But how ſuch ſtupid. Ignorance can prevail 
amongſt us (which T think the very Heathens would be 
_— to profeſs) Tam at a Loſs to imagine. \ 


"I doubt not but even thoſe, who would maintain the 
Fatality. of Afions, if ſome confiderable Reward Neu 
be offer'd them upon the Performance of ſuch or ſi 
an Action, would find in themſelves a Free Wil 
as perform 2 . it was not an Inipoſſibility,) tho? 
ſome Difficulty ſhould attend the doing of it. If they 


Jhould * that the Projpet of the Reward was a 
Byaſs 


* 
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* then it 45 [dlain 
in ihe Choice - 8 can command 
Ferre | 
I; and ſhall not the Obligations ur are under for the 
| Concerns of Eternity lay à greater Conſtraint upon = 
them than the Proſpect of tranfory Enjoyments # I am 
ere if worldly ain our Actions, much 
Wore ought ſpiritual; and 1 doubt not but they will, where 
ere is nolggercis'd a firong Reſiſtance to the Spirit 
| 7 God acti the inward PE of tbe Soul. 


n call i 


afl 


bemſelves Chriſti „ and- 
count themſelves . (by ſome inward- Marks of the 
Number of God's Elect, and attend the Worſhip and 
Service of God; yet out of a_ ſeeming Humility (tbo 
the Bottom is Self. Arrogance ) will Ala a Freedom 
of their own Aftions, that they may aſcribe all the 
Glory 10 God, as they pretend, when indeed they are 
the very Perſons that rob him ui, tho' hereby they 
ſeem to diſclaim all Worthineſs in themſelves, being 
carried on in their good ee, as "oY EY ene ſs, 
by an Impulſe of Neceſſoy.* 


1 allow that we ought and are bound to give Ged 
the Glory of our good Actions, not becauſe confrain'd, 
but that he has put it in our Power io aft well, thro 
the Grace be is willmg, bro Chriſt, to beſtow | on all, 
who do not willfully rejeft it; for if it was only con- 

n a few, aden could 1 oy. os: Free _ 4 


1 And es Slip or Miſcarria ye is bean Filling 
attending them, permitted with « Def to ſhew them their 
own Weakneſs, and to keep them humble, * 

* partial, 


5 ie 3 
partial, Hes contraditts his Attributes and Declara- 
tions of bis if Impattiality. n 8 


7. allow, that aw ha $f all we can, 
we muſt acknowledge ourſelves unprofitable Servants 1 
for our Services only ran 94 Fr agg and therefore 
muſt be As of our own, for all we can, can- 
not imply doing - we are 2 * muſt fienify an 
A in our own. Power, and in which it was our Choice 
or Freadom to be mate or leſi induſtrious y ſo bat s 
Conftraint is laid upon our Aftions. How anchriftian 
then is it for any to believe, that they only, with 4 

ew of their Fraternity, are diſtinguiſhed with the Fu. 

vour of God, and the reſt of the Wei rejected, d. 
* ſpis'd, contem d, and reprobated thro” a Fatal Ne- 
ceſſity of n as if the Happineſs of Heaven 
would cant in btholding the Cruelties exercis'd upon 
the 1 Fatality if Wretches deſtin d 10 * 
avoidable | Mifery. | 


"This is certainh 5 far from being the Voice 1 lie 
5 that it is the Device of the Devil, and . they 
who maintain it may dread being in his Snerej and the? 
he tempted our firſt Parents wilo the Proſpeft of Know - 
Tedge, be is hereby attempting to lull theſe aſleep in A- 
norance, Inorance indeed of the deepeſt Kind ! 4 
fo blinds the Eyes, as to make Men * inſenfbl of the 
Freedom of their own Actions! ! and what I ſhould nat 
have imagin'd could have thr Wim in the World, bad 
IT not been too much an Ear-Wi " of this Dotirint's 
Propagation ! 


; Sit 6't tors ge my Pen in th Bs of 
Truth, and defite to promote the Spiritual Good of 
Mankind, I have one Thing to obſerve at too common 
an Error. amongſt. the rkg, viz. That Religion con- 
Ils in the outward Worſhip of public and private 


Prayers, and that if they — * 


The, PR F FACE. 


= 55 250 ion is over 14 0 at ther 
Seaſons gide a Looſe to their Attions, a returning 


to their ſet Times of Prayers the Atonement i AT 3 4s 


if God and ka * an "he W * * 


ere 5 
"WF" 125 CHOY 4 


Wh r ure ed: "VO an indenfete Obighto to 1 


| Tmerpretation will be a 


conſcientious in the Duty of public and private Prayers; 
15 to what End ?. os not of the Su 72 of * 
Duchy; 1, it is but the Shell of it, and wit bout the 


. Shell the Kernel cannot be. bo preſers'd d: tis the 
Food of the Saul, by which if ; i receives ng Nouriſh- 


ment, tt is Sign It was not prepar'd by Hunger 

"Lie SIS og ng te 
ul War Raligion is = as an empty Nut, whoſe Shell is 
15 and promiſing, ut being crack a, there ts found no 
ernel: 'The Sim therefore of Religion conſiſts both in 
2 Divine Worſhip and agree Prattices, which 
muſt inſeparable ; ; 12 or as the one ought to be done, 
fo the other ought not to be left undone, good Aftions 
Leing preparatory ta acceptable Performances in Or- 
"dinahces of Worſpip ; and Prayers and Ordinan- 
ces rightly petform'd are alſo great Helps to vir- 
tuous Arion; for as the Kern of 4 Nut will not 
keep without the Shell, ſo the Shell without the Kernel 


NN vel. NT 


Jam very ſenſible the Comment 1 the 

21ſt of the e comes vaſtly ſhort of EL in 
the Extenſroeneſs of thoſe myſterious Allegories contain'd 
in the divine Deſcription of the new Heaven and new 
Earth ;, but as I have taken Care 10 fix my Explicatiars 
thereof. upon the Authority of their Agreeableneſs to the 
reſt of the Scriptures, ſo far as 7 bl attempted them, 


T can reſt ſatisfied, that while I on that Founda- 

tion my Strufture is Jafe And therefore, I think my 
low'd by the Unprejudiced ; not 

only from. 110 e to the Ae of 7 * 


” . 4 
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06 „ s evattly orreſpondin wth i; con- 
current ; 6 12 the reſt of the 25. Compoſures of 
the Sacred Writings ; Fir as it is Plain frats them that 
al Badies mi undergo a certain and mam fe Change 
from Corruption to 1 5 77 om * ” 4 
Mortality Immortality; % 1} likewiſe pa 
reaſonable to believe that & like 24 (with py" 
rent Repard to the $9 ecies of Thin gs). will paſs 5 upon 
ile whole Creation belonging to us ; and that even the 
Arr, Earth, and Waters will be chang'd 6 or 77 5 
into one perfeF, pure, eh d and tranſparent ſolid Sub- 
Sante ; 4 fitted for the Reception of its Nee Lab ry 
tants, togetber with whom they will never 1 mare become 22 
Jett to any further Altergtions, but remain permanent and | 
durable to all Eternit); For I think I have made it Plain” 
from the Accounts of both St. Peter and $1, Paul, that the 
Heavens and Earth will not be who! conſun'd by th 
general Conflagration, but cbaug d and made new, 12 
| Removal of all Cauſes of In v allen * the Time 
when this will happen is e a e N 
T have not medled with it. 


That the Dead in Chriſt ſhall rie feſt} and the 
Rigbiebus then living will be changed and caught up 
to meet the Lord in the Air, we are inform 'd from 
Sr. Faul, 1 Theſſ. iy. 17. and that they will ever 
be with the Lord: Which Account may give us a Light. . 
into $1. John's 20th* of Revelations ; vt which I 
ſhall obſerve, that it 5 o me, that the Righteous 
then living, with thoſe that have Part in the firſt 
Reſurrection, as St. John calls it, will be receiv'd 10 
a State of per fel Happineſs, io reign with Cbriſt in the 
Glory be enter d into upon bis Aſcenſion into Heaven; 
by which Heaven I underſtand a Place of the Maniac 
Preſence of God's Glory manifeſted, which wherever 
that is, is the only Happineſs of thoſe who are by Purity 
capable to bear it. But I cannot imagine, that reign- 

ing with Chrift a 7. bonn Nears (or in the Interim of 
tbe At and lat and general Reſurrectian) can at all 


M 2 fenify 


OY : 


ay w be REFA R 


Rr Rei 'with Chriſt upan Barth en. 
77 No; his Kingdom is far from being thus 
. and *tis not to be imagin d, as many | 
concluded, that this would be a Thouſand Years 2 
upon Earth. This Millennium I am fully perſw 
will be of a_ſpiritual Kind, far ſuperior t0 all Imagi- 
nations of warldly Spender; and the City or Habila- 
tion of the 179 in this Reign will þe the Poſſeſſion 
F his Blifsful Preſence and Glories in which he is now 
inveſted ; and which we. may reaſonably believe be will 
wot leave 40 make his Followers worldly Monarchs ; for 
this ſeems allogether incongruous to the.*whole Scope and 
D:fign of the Goſpel; and too much io ſavour. of the 
Error of the Jews in their Expeation of the Mcfſiab's 
Il Appearance in the Fleſh : But let no Chriſtians ve 
ready to fevallaw themſelves, what 1. 2 fo juſth 
condemn'd in them. For ibo it is 4 Condeſcenfion in 
the Almighty frequently to repreſent e Pleaſures 
er Miſeries by Allegories apreeable to our ſenſitive Fa. 
culties, becauſe in our ſpiritual Infancy (and even 
throughout this State,) we cannot diſcern the Things 
of the Spirit ſo well as thoſe of the Fleſh, yet wwe are 
not to reſt in ibe Repreſentations of the Subſtance+ 7 


Things, 29 nnn 


I obſerve further, that during this Millennium, or 
, thouſand Years Reign of the Righteous with Chriſt, 
Satan is ſaid 40 be bound with a. Chain, and caſt iuto 
the bottomleſs Pit: From which I humbly apprehend, 
that that great Tranſaftion of the, — af the 
Righteous, and Change of the then Living, and their 
22 will put a Stand and a ſudden Surpriae to 
.the whole remaining Inhabitants of the Earth, that they 
all be convinced and undeceived of their former Errors; 
which they will then renounce and diſclaim, ſo. that 
both Jews, Mahometans, and all heretical and an- 
tichriſtian Powers, which may all be ftiled the N 
of Babylon, _ be are , and all theſe who | 
(  ». pratiiſed 


"I, 


The -P: K by 7 A c he A 
222 * — with ber will and amazed at, 
their formen Follies, and embrace the true 
E 2 7 that —— the Jews are called in, and. 
the ae of the Gentiles gathered ; which cannot be 
expeed without ſome miraculous Tran ſaction to ac. 
compliſb it; and wwhich when, accompliſved, as it will, 
advance the glorious Light of the Goſpel of Chriſt,” [o 
it will as univerſally deſtroy the n and Deceits of 
the Devil; for by. the Luſtre and Glory of Chris 
Kingdom, even in his Church militant, where his 
Goſpel prevails in Purity, © ogy is Satan's. Ki Kingdom | 
weakned, and bis Preſence baniſhed, - and. — 
. an "univerſal. Acceptation of the Purity of tbe 
oſpel, freed from - Superſtitions and aniichriflion He- 
relies: Satan will naturally. be baniſbed, it being im- 
poſſible. for him to approach ꝛubere the Truth and 
Acta of the Son f - God prevails, 10ho came 10 
deſtroy the Works of the Devil: For this is the. 
Chain _—_ binds and keeps bim 45 is theſe Reins. 
a. him into eee | 


But then it is ſaid or 3 he will be looſed 
We e Seaſon: From which,. I think; we. may. 
conjefture, that after the Church had thus flouriſhed. * 
far a confiderable Time, ſet forth by. a Thouſand Years 
(which how long that may here ſignify, _ ac- 
cording to our preſent Computation of Years, I cannot 
determine) there uull again be a Degeneracy, whereby. 
Satan will again be looſed amonzft the Inhabitants of 
the Earth, by their going —— over to Wicled- 
neſs ; — 181 only Lock ar Chain that 
impriſons kim from us; = Wi e the Key that 
lets him looſe upon us; upon which prevailing Degene- 
raty we are told in the 81b and of b Verſes worn 20th 
of Reyclations. | 


That he ſhall go out to Fug. the Nations, 
which are in the four Quarters of the Earth, Gog 


4 
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1 Dur 

and Mapvp, to gather them together to Batt! 

2 Number of whom is as 8 of the 
nd they went up on the Breadth of the Earth, 


of e and devoured them. 


Ses Wee once tber; is @ Way ar e Sat; 
Entertainment, his Deteits are greedily ſwalloteed; and 
now they are univerſally recetved throughout the four 
Quarters of the Earth, Gog and M to gather 
them together to Battle; that , 7 conceive, 
wicked and imperious Inſults againſt God and G 
beaded by Satan, now let looſe among ſt them by t 
witverſal Degeneracy, ſo that their Numbers ate liken d 
to tbe Sand of the Sea; and their going upon the 


| Breadth of the Earth, ſhews that the Inhabitants of 


the whole Earth were now become apoftatiz'd from 
Goodneſs, whereby the Camp of the Saints, and be- 


loved City, which I bere take to fignify Righteouſneſs, 


Truth, &c. which they encompaſs d, was univerſally 
fought againſt; ſo that their Rebellion can now no 
longer be born, upon which God ſends Fire from Hea- 
ven to devour them, and by a general Conflagration puts 
4 final Period to the preſent State of Things ; my Ae 
counts of which I refer you'to in my following Work, 

ꝛobich I have endeavout'd to make ufefil to the World, 

and ſhall,” as Opportunity permits and Abilities table 
me, endeavour to be ſerviceable, being ano! 10 155 
mote true Vi rtue and Godlineſs. 
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and 
cConmpaſſecl the Camp of the Saints about, and the 
beloved City; and Fire carne down from Gon on 
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H EN God had created the Heavens and | 


2 tinuation in which State depended” 
e upon the keeping, or violating, a 
Law given unto the Governor or Head of the ? 
tion, Max: who (as I have ſhewed in my former 
Will, was capable to have kept the Law given him.” 
In Conſequence of which Obedience, all Things upon 
this Globe had remained in their Primitive Purity; 
which have ſince been under the Dominion of Yanity, 
and have undergone ſeveral Changes and Altera- 
tions; Man's Diſobedience * having unhing'd the 
Order and Harmony of the whole Creation, that he 
* 3 | was 
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Vas made the Governor of: un all | Things 


on this our Earth have been ſubjected to 


Change be wrought: When all Subjection to Change 


moval of all the Cauſes of lmperſeRtion, and. 4 
Neſtitution of all Things by Chrif. 
From a View therefore of the Purity of the firſt 
Eſtate of the Creation, and the ſeveral Diſorders that 
have enſued on Man's Diſobedience, I ſhall endea- 
vour to ſet forth the great Obligations we are under 
to render an Obedience to the Second Covenant, 
which God, thro* his Son, has made with fall'n 
Mang and conſider - God's wonderful Love and 
Mercy, in offering much greater Happineſs to an 
Obedience to the ſecond Covenant, than what was 


Joſt by a Tranſgreſſion of the 9 5 In Purſuing | 


which * } ſhall,” 


1 2 pen a View of "the * 2 of 
the Oteatios. 

- Secondh, Of the Change that enſued upon Man's 
| D | 


"Thirdh, Of the fa rther China that purine] the 
Deluge, with Lamech's Prophecy concerning his Son 
 Neab. . Gen. v. 29. This ſame com- 
fort us, concerning our Work and Toil of our Hands, 
becauſe of the Ground which the Lord hath curſed. 


 Fourthly, I ſhall enquire into the laſt and final 
Change to be expected by the General C onflagration, 
after which all Subjection to . and * 
will be wholly * | 

4 | 2 * a | And 


* 


nual-Decay and Changeableneſs, and will —— 4 
in this State of Inſtability until the laſt and final 


and Alteration ſhall be wholly removed, by a Re- 


> <a ©” am ft &. eve ‚ ao an ALES 


at. 
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| "of the Chr ation; "th 17 
And Lash, Þ ſhall! conſider the State of the 


Bl in a New Heaven and New Earth, deſcribed 
by Sc. in-the 21ſt Chapter of his Revelations. 
c 


R . 
Of the primitive State of the Creation. 


„ 


IRST then, I am to take 2 View of the = 
mitive Purity of the Creation of this Globe; 
which we find in its Original State was free from 
any Annoyances or Offenſiveneſs either in its Sur- 
face or Atmoſphere, all deſtructive Particles and 
EMuvia- being lodged in the Bowels of the Earth, 
and confined from exerting their noxious Faculties, 
in the Farth's Formation. For when this emerg'd 
from its Original Chaos, or State of confus'd Fluidity, 
the Spirit of God, moving upon the Face of the Waters 
(or the extreme Parts of this Chaos, or ' rude and 
indigeſted Maſs)” takes proper Care to lock up all 
offenſive Particles in ſuch a Manner, that they ſhould 
either be ever prevented from becoming deſtructive, 
without an Occaſion given by the Actions of his 
reaſonable Creature, Man; or elſe fo diſpos'd, that 
' upon any ſufficient Cauſe of Man's Deviation from 
his original Purity, they might be employed to fulfil 
| and execute the conſequential Deſigns of Divine 
Juſtice. For, upon the Departure of Man from 
his original State, the whole Creation of this Globe 


was deſtin'd to loſe all its Purity of Earth, Air, and 
4 Waters; and all Things were to become liable to 
1 Change, and ſubject to Alteration : So that all Sta- 


bility entirely depended on Man's Obedience to the 
Commands of his Divine Creator. 1 
9 | N ' | 


— 


Waters, in the Formation of this Globe, there can 
remain no doubt, but that its Production muſt be 
ks yet capable to anſwer all the Ends of infinite 
iſdom, whether for Rewards to Obedience, or 
Puniſhments to Diſobedience. 1 
And now let us take a tranſient View of the 
Enjoyment of our firſt Parents primitive Happineſs. 
Inn which Eſtate I ſhall ſhew the Probability of Mr. 
 Whiſfton's Hypotheſis of Days and Years being ſyno- 
nimous; or that before the Fall the Earth had only 
an Annual Motion, without a Diurnal Notation; 
: which being ſufficiently ſhewn by him, in his Theory 
_ of the Earth, to be no ways repugnant to Scripture, 
but conformable to it, it only remains, that I prove it 
commodious to that State, and agreeable to Reaſon. 
For as, in my former Diſcourſe, I avoided deſcanting 
upon ſuch Things as I found obſerved by others, 


1 ially where I ſaw little Room for Ve- 
ments, I ſhall alſo obſerve the ſame Method on the 
. preſent Occaſion. os 


I am not inſenſible, that, on a View of the Si- 
tuation the Affairs of the World are in at this Day, 
moſt Men may judge it very improper and diſcom- 
modious for the Sun to remain one half Year above, 
and the other beneath, our Horizon, throughout 
the whole Globe, as being an unavoidable Conſe- 
quence of this Hypotbęſis: becauſe ſo much Day at 
one Time, and Night at another would be incon- 
ſiſtent with our natural Inclinations to reſt, and like- 

wiſe Night itſelf would be a Wearineſs, which was 
{et apart for Refreſhment, 


And 2dh. It may likewiſe be objected, that the | 


Length of the Sun's Preſence and Abſence might 
cauſe prodigious Heats and Colds, which are allow'd 
to be very impairing and injurious to Nature. 
This, I confels, in the preſent Situation of Mat- 
ters may appear difficult for our Judgments to form 
| I | an 
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in d eee Ide of. Bayes we'are nt t judge of 


future Things by preſent Circumſtances, ſo neither 
is it reaſonable to judge of a poſt pure Eftate by a 
In anſwer to the 1 Objection, I aſſert, that the 
Preſence of the Sun for half a Year, and its Ab- 
ſence as long, might much better ſuit the Occaſions 


of that an appy Eſtate, in which this Globe 
n 


and its Inhabitants were created, the Probability of 
which may appear from the following Conſide- 
rations. e | 7 RES: 
- For thoſe Days might be much better adapted to 
their ſtrong and undecaying Natures, in a State 
void of Toil or Wearineſs, their Employments be- 
ing their Delights, Their Days were ſpent in all 
the innocent Gratifications of Senſe; they were re- 
ſtrained only by one Comma : Being, in all other 
Reſpects, at full Liberty to enjoy the good Things, 
that God had adorned and furniſhed the Earth with, 
in great Variety, Plenty, and Beauty, How delight- 
ful was it to them to view the enamelPd Fields, and 
to be continually ſnuffing up the rich Perfumes, that 
were ever exhaling from a Paradiſe of Flowers! 
How exquiſitely could they gratify their Appetites 
in the moſt delectable as well as moſt pure Fruits, 
that uncorrupted Nature was capable to afford? 
Thus their Days were ſpent without Wearineſs 
in the moſt refined and palatable Pleaſures, and in 
the fulfilling all the rational Deſires of the Bodily 
Senſations. For, in the Day-time, Nature having 
produc'd all Things that were pleafant and profitable 
without Tillage, they had no Taſk affigned them, 
but to dreſs the Garden, which was nq Toil but a 
Pleaſure, not to be equalPd by the Joy of the la- 
borious Farmer; when, after much Pains and La- 
bour, he ſees a plentiful Return to his Expectation ' 
of Increaſe. For their chief Employment ,was to 
gather the Fruits 3 their Suſtenance, and 
33 71; 00 
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to enjoy them with palatable Delights; and thank- 
fully to receive Nature's Products, from the boun- 


m 
* 


tiful Hands of their benevolent Creator. 
Thus tis eaſily conceived, how half a Year of 
Day might be Geng without Wearineſs by thoſe, 
who were created with ſtrong and .undecaying Na- 
tures, It now remains to be conſider'd, how ſo 
long a Night might be paſs d over, with any Man- 
ner of Gratification, And I am apt to think, it 
will not be very difficult to imagine, which Way 
theſe tedious Nights (as they may, perhaps, be 
" thought, becauſe half a Year long) might be con- 
ſum'd even with the utmoſt Delight and Pleaſure. 
For the Day being ſpent in Bodily Pleaſures, the 
Night returns to refreſn and brighten the Soul; 
which, not being clouded with any Infirmities or 
Obſcurities, admits of the Heavenly Society of God 
and Angels, who chuſe to make their Abode with 
pure and perfect Hearts; and that ever more or leſs, 
in Proportion to the Purity of the Creature. How 
gteat a Share of their immediate Preſence then muſt 
have been enjoy*d by our firſt Parents in their ſinleſs 
State, being free from the leaſt Shadow of Impuri- 
ty, that could debar the bliſsful Preſence of God, 
and the Soctety of holy Angels? So that, fleeping or 
waking, they were under no troubleſome Ideas, nor 
tireſome . Expectations of the Day's Return; theſe 
Pleaſures — Delights being more than ſufficient 
to compenſate the Abſente gf the Sun during this 
Seaſon; eſpecially, as the Deprivation of this Light 
was abundantly ſupply*'d by ſpiritual. For, as the 
one can be only ſerviceable to temporal Ends, ſo 
the other, that anſwers ſpiritual, muſt be of a ſu- 
- blimer and ſuperior Nature. Thus therefore, as 
they were made up of both Soul and Body, they 
enjoy'd the Gratifications of both. Nor is it to be 
doubted, but that the Moon likewiſe, which was 
made,to rule the Night, was of Uſe to them in their 


pure 


wW 0 EE YE Lo 


8 
y 
e 
as 
ir 
rc 


- 


ie Cararion n 21 


1 


CI 


: 


| pure Eſtates whoſe Revolytions afforded the Benefit 


her Light (upon the aforeſaid Hypotheſis) ® one 
alf of the Time between Change and Change, viz, ' 
ſix" Times in one of theſe-Nights : So that her Pre- 
ſence above the Horizon, and Abſence below it, 
would be equal: Every Full- moon would naturally 

int out the Times and Seaſons of the Night, and 
2 an Aſſurance to them alſo of the Sun's Return, 
after ſo many of the Moon's Revolutions, = | 


But chen, Objed?. II. By the long Preſence of 
of the Sun, prodigious Heats are occaſion'd, and 


Fo this I anſwer, That while the Atmoſphere of 


the Air was free from infectious Effluvia, and void 


of every Thing that might impregnate it with noxi- 
ous Qualities, the Rays of the Sun met with no- 
thing to act upon, that could render their Influence 
hurtful to this Globe or its Inhabitants. For till 
thoſe ſulphurous Particles, that now float in the 
Air (by the Change that enſued on Man's Diſobe- 
dience) were produced, there was no ſuch Thing as ca- 
lorificor frigorific Effluvia, that could affect it; but the 
Atmoſphere was pure and untainted. And as the Rays 
of the Sun, where they meet with no proper Sub- 
jects to act upon, can be endued with no injurious 
Properties; ſo the Sun's Preſence, during the 
Air's Purity, for never ſo long a Time, would 
only produce that kindly Warmth, which was ne- 
ceſſary for the bringing to, and continuing in Ma- 
turity the Earth's Products, that were neceſſary for 


* Which Light of the Moon might likewiſe: be more uſeful 
to the Creatures of inferior Rank, whoſe Conſtitutions might 


require it to gather their Food by, in order to ſupport their 


tures, from one of its Revolutions to another. 
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the Eleaſure and Support of its Inhabitants, Whenee - 
no Degtee of ſcorchi eat could, in that Caſe, 
offend either the Earth's Fruits, or Animals. Aud, aa 
there were no Particles of Matter to entertain the 
Rays of the Sun, ſo as to render them noxious in 
the Day-time, ſo neither were there any to make 
them hurtful in the Night, during the Sun's. long 
Abſence, For thoſe Particles, that participate of 
a ſulphurous Matter, ſo as to become calorific by 
the Sun's Preſence, will alſo by the Abſence of the 

ſame Sun become frigorific. So that where the one 
has no Being, the other cannot exiſt. And there- 
fore, as the Atmoſphere of the Air was free, at 
that bliſsful Time, from ſuch EMuvia, no trouble- 

ſome Effects of either Heat or Cold could, upon any © 
Score, atile*, _ ed rec N | E 
Sog that the: Air, i the primitiye State of this 
Globe's Creation, not having any ſaline or ſulphu- 
rous Effluvia diſperſed in it, could not be any. 
Ways affected, by the long Preſence of the Suns 
Beams, with ſcorching Heat; nor, by the Sun's long 
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* 


'* We: find, in this State of Things, the Power of the Air 
upon high Mountains (where there is wanting ſuch a Collection 
of the Sun's Rays as Plains and Vallies afford) to retain its ſri- 
goriſic Quality, and very rarely to admit of a Change by the 

eat of the Sun to diſſolve thoſe Particles into calorific ones, as 
it does in Plains and Vallies, where there ariſes a Refrangibility - 
of its cg? _ a —_ 3 e e | Na o_ 
Example, The Ap of France and Spain, lying nearer . 
pendicularity of the San's Rays than E lad yet being vaſtly . 
above the common Surface of Plains, cannot collect the Suns 

Rays to corre&t thoſe frigorific Particles, which even, in Sum- 
mer, continue their Quality in the Preſence of the Sun in its 
Meridian Altitude. Whence *tis evident, that the Sun, of itſelf, 
having not proper Effluvia to act upon, or where it has, if nat 
properly-ſituated for Collection of its Rays, looſeth that Power, 


% 


which proper Matter and due Diſpoſition would afford it. 
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: Abſence; ere 
the Earth's Inhabitants +. 


For 28 to — "F:1 e Rank eo Man 


kind, their Natures might likewiſe be proportion 
to that State of Perfection, and 


ſuperior Pleaſures ind Delights, which were con- 
pure a Creation. No Enmity then 
pecies of. Creatures, 


ſequent” to ſo 
an the different 8 


on'd 
adapted w thoſe 


or thoſe of the ſame Kind; but true Complacency, 


Love 'and De 


light reign'd univerſally.” 


No Vora- 


ciouſneſs prevaid-amongft either Beaſts or Fowl : 
the Lion and the Lamb were entirely Friends, The 


ſmaller Birds were in no Fear of the 


Eagle and 


— * but a ſtrict Aliauce and 3 ſub- 


W Ml Ranks, rn 
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ty, nor wanting 


ceived them 5 moſt obliq 


an 


which might 
nels of the _— 8 the Poles, becauſe 
Days and Ni 
that renders 
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80, at 021 Time, he” whos Globe a 
ly habitable, as well under the Poles as elſewhere ; nor 
Diviſion af the Globe into frigid, temperate and 
Z ce then alone prevailed thr 
Days and Years were alike throu hout 
with Reſpect to the different 
Sun, whoſe Rays, 


out all 
e whole 


itude and Situa- 


wthing offenſive to act 


vever have become troubleſome to thoſe under its 


of Nouriſhment to thoſe who re- 


pd 


This may alſo —W to 


event 


from the now Uninhabitable- 


the Alterations in Nature, and Changes 
render'd entirely « different from their 

tho” it is only _ zer the Poles that Days and Years are now ſy+ 
the aforeſaid Confideration of the Changes 
and — in Nature (of which hereafter) thoſe Places are 
hereby rendered the moſt incommodious and uninhabitable, 


nonimous, yet 


which, in this Reſpect 


they now have their 

hts half a Year long, which is the only Thing 
oſe Places and the neigh] 
thodious for Habitation. But the 


fo incom- 


preſent State of Things, by 
in the Atmoſphere, are 
Purity: and therefore, - 


bear the neareſt Reſemblance to the pri- 


mitive Creation, in the Similarity of Days and Years ; becauſe, 
by the aforeſaid Changes, 
Vegetables, and Animals have undergone ſuch violent Devia- 
tions from their original * | 


Animals. 
* a 


the Nature and Conſtitution of Air, 
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N * Of the ble Ws 
po OD Nor did the Fiſh dread Deſtruction IA 
| thoſe of greater Bulk and Strength ; but perfect 
Harmony and 'Beauty adorn'd the whole "Creation. 
No Feat and Jealouſies 3 no Malice and Envy; 
no Animoſities, Falſhoods, Detractions, Defama- 
tions and Cruelties, had then 4 Being: But, on the 

contrary, Boldneſs, and true Loyalty, Love and 
Peace, Friendſhip, and Truth every where pre- 
vailed. And the Happineſs of the whole confiſted 
in every one's aprons thy mutual neee, of 
each other. 

| Au where: ir ul >: jenpiln this 
Eſtate of Purity, who would not make uſe of 


if 
practieable Methods, and the utmoſt Application? 
But as this is, by Man's Tranſgrefion, become ir- 
recoverably loſt, the only Expedient, that is left us, 
in order to approach the neareſt to it we can, is to 
ſtrive againſt the natural Corruptions and Infirmities 
which Man's Degeneracy from the firſt Command 


of God has involv'd us in. I fay the Way to be 
brought the neareſt to bis primitive Purity, is to 
exert our utmoſt Endeavours to follow the P | 
given us by Chriſt; in being kindly affection d one 10 
another, forbearing and forgiving one another ; in be- 
ing merciful, true, juſt, meek, lowly, and charitable ; 
— Auching not only our own but others Good; not 
Evil for Evil, nor railing for railing ;, but 
prone, for Bleſſing for Curſing, and bereby provoking 
ene another to Love: For by this Means all Enmity ' 
would loſe its Force, in as much as thoſe, who 
ſhould be the moſt guilty of it, would at laſt be 
aſhamed to abuſe that ſingular Mildneſs,. from 
which they receive no other Retaliations but 
thoſe of Good for Evil. Hence would they be in- 
duced, not only to admire, but even to revere, 
the Practices of thoſe they had abus d; and to ac- 
knowledge themſelves unworthy of ſuch Returns, 
and probably to reſolve thenceforward to drop their 
un- 
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and to imitate ſu ry Prudence. And 
the World once be waded to endeavour to excel! 
in theſe, and- che like Virtues, we ſhould not thus 


complain of the Want of that Purity, which, thro' 
| Corruption, has deſerted the Inhabitants of this 
Barth. Now, tho“ foch Perfection is ſcarce to be 
in this mortal State; yet one may with 
rde greateſt Truth aſſert, that the more conſiderable 
Advances we make towards attaining theſe Virtues, 
the greater Satisfaction will accrue to us; as arriving 
2 — divine * * oo and to a Taſte * 
itive p whieh would have 
ſtill been our A had an Obedience 2 8 been 
L e 
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Sus 8 a ſlort View of 8 
mitive Purity of the Creation of this Globe 
— its Inhabitants, I come now to conſider the 
Changes and Alterutiont, that God, in his Wiſdom, 
made conſequential to Man's Diſobedience. - And, as 
I have proceeded upon a Suppoſition, that the 
Earth had only an Annual Motion about the Sun 
_ its firſt Formation; and have made it appear, 

ſuch a-Revolution; without a Diurnal Rotation, 
might ſuit. the Occaſions, and be conſiſtent with the 2 
Happineſs of that pure Eſtate; ſo I may probably 
add, that it might be much better adapted to them, 
than the continual 9 ſuch ſnort * 


: * 
[ 
i 
| 
| 


| 
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a6 * #Of the Change that en 
bol the preſent Returns of ſo many Days and Nights, 
which meaſure out Weeks and Months, and don- 
ſlitute the Yearly. Calendar. For, as. all Things 


were created pure, and would naturally have re- 


niained in that bleſſed Condition, had no Sin 


made its Entrance into the World: ſo, as the leſs 
Variableneſs in the Creation ſhew'd the greater Per- 
fection, one ſole Motion of the * Globe muſt imply 
more Stability, and beſt anſwer the End of future 
Contingencies, which the All. wiſe Creator. reſery*d 
in his own Power to produce, by turning the Earth's 
preſent Order into Diſorder, in caſe Man, by Tranſ- 
greſſion, ſhould exchange his Purity for Impurity. 

Now as it appears probable, that the Earth had 
only an Annual Revolution round the Sun in'its firſt 
Formation, whatever was lodg'd in its Bowels, there 
was no Offenſiveneſs in its Atmoſphere ; but every 
Thing deſtructive to Nature was properly confined 


from exerting any noxious Quality: which, upon | 


Occaſions, might ſtill be made uſe of to execute the 
Deſigns of the All-wiſe Creator, and Governor of 
his Workmanſhip. 1 35 

And now, his reaſanable Creature, Man, whom 
God had appointed Governor of this Globe, and of 
all the Animals upon it, by his Tranſgreſſion of the 


one Command of God, became obnoxious to the 
Threatning due to his Diſobedience z with whom 


the <whbole Creation (upon his Account) became ſub- 
elt to Vanity not willingly, &c. Rom. viii. 20. There- 


fore the Effects of Man's Tranſgreſſion did not 
only affect him and his Poſterity, but the whole vi- 


ſible Creation; ſo that all Animal and Vegetable 


It may be obſery'd, that the menſtrual Motion of the 
Moon is exactly commenſurate with ts diurnal Rotation, ſo that 
its Days and Nights are exactly proportion'd to its Revolution 
with, and round the Earth; its Day and Night being exactly 
compleated between one Change thereof and another; which is 
plain from its always reſpecting the Earth with the ſame Phaſes, 
1 Beings, 
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| en Man's Diſbledence. 27 
Beings, with Earth, Air and Waters upon and 


within the whole Globe, by an immediate Change, 


were involv'd in the Puniſhment: juſt as in all States 
and Kingdoms, the ' Vigilance, or Negligence, of 


their Governors either promote the Happineſs and 


Safety, or occaſion the Ruin and Overthrow of 


their Subject. But which Way could the whole 


Creation ſuffer together, except the Cauſe of their 
ſuffering were univerſal ? Can 'it be imagin'd, that 
Adam's Tranſgreſſion, by eating of the forbidden 
Fruit, ſhould not only render him and his Poſterity's 
Nature mortal and corruptible; but that alſo the 
Contagion ſhould in Conſequence of it be ſpread to 
all this Globe and its Inhabitants, without ſome 
ſtrange Alteration and Change in the firf Chain of 
Harmonious Concords ? This can never appear rea- 
ſonable : there muſt therefore be ſome other Cauſe 
to produce ſuch Efe#s, which equally affected the 
whole Globe, and all its Inhabitants, And as the 
Commencement ' of the Earth's Diurnal Rotation, 
upon the Fall of Adam, was capable to produce ſuch 

Fests, as we find were conſequent upon it; ſo the 
Conſequences being prov'd, that would naturally fol- 
low ſuch Cauſes, will at leaſt render the Cauſes of 
ſuch Conſequences extremely probable, if not carry 
them even to a Pitch of Demonſtration. | 

And that the Conſequences of the Earth's receĩv- 
ing its diurnal Rotation, upon the Fall of Adam, 
would naturally occaſion the Effects we find pro- 
duc'd in the Change and Alteration of Things in 

the Antediluvian State, appears very reaſonable; 
- which I ſhall firſt take Notice of, before I come to 
conſider the further -Changes wrought by the De- 
luge : of which, in the next Section. 


I have, in my former Diſcourſe of the Creation, 


and Deluge, obſerved that, upon the ſudden Rotation 
of the Earth, it would be broke into ſeveral Cha/ms 
and Fiſſures, from whence would iflue ſulphurous 


Q 2 | and 


E —_— "= PERL 
— Js — —— - — 2 * dts; — 
ä —— * wwe — 

— 


ds N * 22 . has 
„ 
— 


— — 9 gre — — rn — — 
wr VN I.E VS Bon... << _— < -- 7. S — ; 
- — — —  - — 
_— — — — 2 — = 
Tl " — IEEE — 7 — = IST —_—y yr 2 
— — S 2 . _*, - 
= 1 +> ww — — — > A = % J 
- A Pome de Lo n . 
= 2 — — — _— 
2 4 by > 4 % 4 
— = 
| - | > I: ; G 


| 
4 


. N 


28 Of the Change thut end 
and infectious Particles into the Atmoſphere of the 
rees would work upon the Vitals 
of every Animal, and ſubject them to Mortality. It 
may be further obſerv d, that after this Subjection 


Duſt. 


* 
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to Mortality, all Nature was.chang'd from Purity to 
Inpurity; from Love and Delight in each other, to 
Enmity and Selfiſhneſs. And this was the Caſe not 
only of Mankind, but of other Creatures alſo, 
Therefore, as the Effelt was the ſame, according to 


the different Diſpoſitions of Creatures, it muſt pro- 


ceed from one and the ſame Cauſe. And, as all 
Things were at firſt created in Stability, ſo ſome 
great Change muſt enſue to throw this univerſal 
Stability into Diſorder, and alter that, which was 
created pure, and render it reducible to its original 
For now, by the noxious, ſaline, and. ſuk- 
phurous Particles entering the Atmoiphere of the 
Air (thro? the Earth's Diurnal Rotation) the Air 
becomes 1mpure, corrupt, and impairing to Nature, 
and the Waters alſo partake of the ſame Im- 
rit 1 | 5 þ | N 
And as this Rotation would be a ſudden. Surprize 
to the then Inhabitants of the Earth, yet, after this 
Change of Things, their Conſtitutions: would be ſo 
alter*d by the Effects of it before obſerv'd, that 


they would find the frequent Returns of Day and 


Night needful to their preſent State, and become 


now, on this very Account, incapable to be ſupported: 


without frequent Returns of Reſt. Thus as by the 
Earth's Diurnal Rotation, the Nature and Conſti- 


tution of Things are chang'd, ſo the Deſires and 


Neceſſities of this Earth's Inhabitants are adjuſted 
to the preſent Scene of Affairs. 


o 


And now Self, intereſt, Contentiouſneſs, Cruel- 
ty, Envy, Animoſities, and Fierceneſs, have en- 
ter'd the World; from whence have aroſe Inventions 
of Self-defence, Shelter from Shame and Cold, 
as Cloathing ; Security from Thieves and Robbers, 
. "Ba" | as 
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2s Houſes with Locks and Bolts, &c. Fears of Op- 
reſſion in ſome, while others are ſtudying, which 
Wa they may oppreſs and defraud. . Hence pro- 
Bo the Cruelty of Cain in the Murder of his Bro- 
ther Hel; and “ Lawtech's boaſting of his ſlaying 
one Man, from whom he only received a Y/ound ; 
and another, from whom he only received an Hurt. 
The fame Depravity of Nature reigns among. the 
Brute Creation: ſo that they alſo are deſtructive one 
to the other, Not that tis to be ſuppoſed, they 
made each other a Prey, according to their Strength 
and Ability, ſo frequently before the Deluge, as 
they have done ſince: But no doubt their Averſion 
to each other advanced in Proportion to the Altera- 
tion of Things from their original Purity. 0 
The Earth, notwithſtanding, ſtill retained ſuch 
Fruitfulneſs by Tillage, that its Productions were 
ſufficient to ſupport all Land Animals, without their 
being forced to make of one another a Prey. And 
very probably the ſcaly Inhabitants of the Waters 
might be ſupplied with Food, without being ſub- 
jected to a Neceſſity of recurring to this ſavage Me- 
thod of procuring it: tho we have no Account in 
the Maſaic Hiſtory of the Food aſſigned them. 
But, as we find no Mention of the eating of Fleſh, 
nor conceive any Occaſion for it before the Deluge, 
we may imagine, that the watry Inhabitants were 
as well provided for, as the Land Animals. So that 
we may reaſonably believe, that, while Nature con- 
tinued to produce ſuch Plenty of Fruits, that were 
very little alter d from their primitive Purity, In- 
ſtin& never puſh'd Creatures on to make Food of 
one another: tho* they had, by tlie firſt Change of 
Things, became ſelf- intereſted; and, conſequently, 
might invade one another's Property; which would 
neceſſarily prove the Source of continual Quarrels 
among them. ER 


9 Gen. iv. 23. _ N 
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30 Of the Change that ee 

Notwithſtanding all the Creatures of inferior 
Rank to Mankind were free from Tranſgreſſion, 
as not being endued with Reaſon, and therefore not 
capable of having any Law given them to keep; 
yet were they made ſubject to Vanity, tho* by no 
A of their own, thro' the neceſſary Conſequences, 


that enſued the Alteration of Things upon Man's 


Diſobedience. And therefore, as it was not of their 
Wills, or thro* any A# of their own, that they be- 
came /ſubjefF to Vanity, ſo neither are they liable to 
Penalties. But, tho* the innocent are by the Fall, 
involv'd in the Puniſhment of the Guilty, yet there 
is a Hope of Deliverance reſery'd for them: for the 
20th Verſe of the 8th Chapter of St. PauPs Epiſtle 
to the Romans runs thus : For the Creature itſelf was 
made Subject to Vanity, not willingly, but by Reaſon of 


him «who bath ſubjected the ſame in Hope. What then 


muſt be this Hope ? It muſt be a Hope of Delive- 
rance; according to Verſe 21, Becauſe the Creature 
* #1ſelf ſhall alſo be delivered from the Bondage of Cor- 
ruption into the glorious Liberty of the Chilaren of God, 
So that, not only all the Poſterity of Adam were 
made Partakers of the Conſequences of his Tranſ- 
greſſion, even while they were in his Loins, and 
incapable of any AZ of their own; but even, Verſe 
22. The, whole Creation groaneth and travelleth in 
Pain together until now ; on that Account, But 
ſhall wwe accuſe Adam for our own Diſobedience, and 
lay the blame of our Sins upon him? No; he had 
a Law given him, on the Tranſgreſſion of which, 
the Sentence of temporal Death was pronounced in 
theſe Words, which include not only him, but all 
his Poſterity. Gen. iii. 19. For Duſt thou art, and 
unto Duſt ſhalt thou return. But we are under a new 
Covenant, and another Law is given us, which we 
are as capable of paying ſuch Obedience to, as will 
thro* Chriſt be accepted, as Adam was of keeping the 
Law given him. Nor have we any Cauſe to _ 

| plain 
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plain of the Diſadvantages we are under, thro” 
Adam's Tranſgreſſion, ſince we are accepted into a 


titled to much 


Rewards, tbo Cbriſt, than 
what were loſt by 


Adam's Delinquency. 


No ſince (as has been obſerv'd) we are capable 


of performing our Part of the ne Covenant, fo far 
as to be accepted of God, thro* our Redeemer ; let 
us henceforth be watchful againſt Temptations. Let 
Adam's being deceived warn us to be upon our Guard 
againſt the Deceits of thoſe powerful Enemies, tbe 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, For, tho we have 
ſo many Foes to ſtruggle with, let us remember, 
that there is Help in our Mighty General, Feſus 
Chriſt ; unto whom we may always flee for Succour, 
and Relief : Who will never forſake thoſe, who put 
their Truſt in him, nor ſuffer them to be tempted 
above what they are able. Let us, therefore, (ſub- 
jected to Vanities the whole Creation labours under, 
and by which we groan within ourſelves) wait with 
Patience for the Adoption, to wit, the Redemption of 
aur Bodies, which thro! Adam muſt return to Duft, 
yet thro' Chriſt may be raiſed to Glory. | 


SECT. III. 
Of the further ChANOxs that ſucceeded the 


_ DeLvGE. 


TT may not be improper, in this Place, to point 
out thoſe further Alterations, which enſued the 
Deluge, not mention'd in my former Accounts 


of it. 
And 


n Man's Diſtbediect, © 31 


nem Covenant, by an Obedience to which we are en- 
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| The further y. Changes : 
Ad firſt, we find, that the Earth's Product. 
after the Deluge, not being ſufficient for the ne- 


 ceflary Suſtenance of its Inhabitants, the eati of 


Nb was allow'd, as a neceſſary Conſequence of the 
Inſufficiency of proper Supplies from "Herbs and 


Fruits, to ſupport the future Multiplication of the 


Animals on the Earth. 

The Changes therefore, wrought by the Deluge, 
muſt be very conſpicuous, and may admit of a 
loſophical Enquiry into the Nature of them; in 
which I ſhall take proper Care to form no — 9 
theſes, or Suppoſitions, that will be in the 

gnant to the ſacred Writings, 

And now the different Diſpoſition of the Earth' 
Atmoſphere before, and after the Flood may be ob- 


ſerv'd by the Efef#s. For, after the Flood; we 


find, that the Air becomes ſtill more infe&tious, and 
inſtils the noxious Particles by Degrees into the 
Fruits of the Earth. Whence Nature, in both Man 
and Beaſt, begins to grow infeebled; and Life to 
be brought to very ſhort and uncertain Periods, in 
proportion, as we may reaſonably i imagine, to the 
Air's infectious Qualities, with which it was further 
tainted by the Deluge. From the Effe#s whereof 
ve may conclude, there was leſs Impurity in the 
Air, in the Antediluvian State, than there is at 
preſent. For, allowing Men to live as naturally now 
to an hundred Years, as they did then to nine hun- 
dred, it is nine to one odds; which muſt make it 
evident, that the Air is ſo much the more infectious 
now, than'1 it was then: And how this comes to be oc- 
caſioned by the Occurrences of the Deluge, I am 
no on the Point of conſidering, 

- Upon a Suppoſition of this Globe's being involy'd 
in a Comet's Atmoſphere at the Deluge, it may be 
made probable, that the Efe#s, which follow'd, 
would be naturally produc'd from ſuch a Cauſe : 
And the Exiſtence of any Cauſe is always Po * 

eas, 


| that ſucceeded the Deluge. 33 
Effects. Now, the Effects, conſequent to the De- 
luge naturally prove, that the Earth has under- 
gone /uch a Flood as the Holy Writings acquaint 
us with. And that hat Flood has been the Occa- 
ſion of the aforeſaid Alterations in Nature, cannot 
with any Reaſon be doubted of. The only Queſ- 
tion then is, which Way this Flood might be brought 
upon the Earth: which in the firſt Place muſt be 
allow'd to be effected by the Appointment of God, 
for ſuch Reaſons as were conſiſtent with his. infinite 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs.” And, if he purpoſed to make. 
Uſe of natural Inſtruments in the Execution of his De- 
crees of this Particular, how unſearchable muſt his 
Wiſdom be at the Creation, in adjuſting ſuch natural 
Cauſes, as ſhould thus exactly correſpond to the 


Execution of his Judgments at that very Time, 


wherein otherwiſe an immediate Interpoſition of di- 
vine Power would have been neceſſary to have ef- 
fected it? And as God, in his infinite Wiſdom, 
commonly adjuſts Cauſes in Nature, as Inſtruments 
to fulfil his Will, ſo in Conſequences of all ſuch 
Cauſes we may trace the Footſteps of Goodneſs and 
Mercy; all his Judgments being deſign'd to teach 
us Obedience, whereby we may eſcape the Pu- 
niſhments neceſſarily due to incorrigible and ir- 
reclaimable Wickedneſs; in which the World had 
totally involv'd themſelves, before the Flood came, 

and, without Diſtinction, ſwept them all away. 
Now let us ſuppoſe the Deluge to be occaſion'd 
by the Earth's being involv'd in the Atmoſphere of 
a Comet, and thence ſee what Effects might be pro- 
duc'd by ſuch a Cauſe; and whether or no the 
Conſequences it would naturally occaſion be not 

found upon Enquiry to ſucceed. e 
And if we conſider the Way and Manner of a 
Comet's Approach to its Peribelion, and that thete- 
by it cuts the Orbits of all the Planets of our Syſtem, 
it will not be difficult to imagine, but that in its 
- Paſſage 
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tlement, ſo as to ceaſe their Convuſions and 
- tations. In this Confuſion and Diſorder, all 
Matter, which this Comet's here confiſted 
of, in its ſeveral Parts, would naturally 
diffuſe itſelf throughout our Earth, Air, and Wa- 
ters, according to their ſeveral Qualities, but not 

according to the Laws of their f Gr 
vities, but in ſuch wiſe, as the Nature of that Horry 
would admit of, For tho* this Globe might have 
been a Comet before its Formation into a Planet, 


and conſiſt of the ſame Parts of Matter, which 


form'd this Comet, yet, in its firſt Formation, there 
was no Hurry or Diſorder, but proper Care taken 
(as I have before obſerv'd) to prevent any Offenſive- 
neſs either in its Surface or Atmoipticre But, 1 
this Diſorder, all ſaline and ſulphurous Particles 

with, and diffuſe themſelves into, the Atmoſ on 
of the Air, and form themſelves into deſtructive 
Bodies; which, being in their Infancy, would take 
up a proportionate Time to grow to a Maturity of 
Deſtructiveneſs, correſpondent to the Age of the 
World after the Deluge. And as there was an In- 
fancy, ſo Maturity and Age muſt ſucceed z agree- 
able to which the“ Heavens are faid to wax old as 
doth a Garment, and as a Veſture will be folded 
up. Of which more when I come to treat of the 
laſt and final Change of Things. So the additional 


* That is, the Atmoſphere of the open Air, which is fre- 
— > in Scripture call d Heaven, where in the Fowls are ſaid 
do Ny. 
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Changes, ſucceeding the Deluge, have naturally re- 
duced the World to a State = mars — 9p 
and Inſtability, whereby all * created tend ſtill Al 
much ſooner to Corruption, and are now drawing | 
towards a Concluſion, graaning under Bondage, and $13 
waiting for a Reſtitution. _ . 1 
We may obſerve likewiſe, what Changes the In- —_— 
feftion of the Air has wrought in Animals and Ve © 
getables. For, where there were proper Conſtitu 
tions and Natures in either, the di t Streams 
of its Inſectiouſneſ have ated upon whatſoever is 
capable to give it Entertainment. Hence have pro- 
ceeded the Fierceneſs and Voracity of ſome Animals, 
according to the Conſtitutions and different Natures 
which theſe infectious Effluvia, and even poiſonous 
Qualities had to act upon, where there was fic Enter- 
tainment for them, either in Animals or Vegetables. 
But as we ſee theſe Things are common only to 
ſuch and ſuch Species of either kind; ſo Man, who 
is ſtill endued with Reaſon, ought to be fo far 
guided by that noble Faculty, as to imitate the 
greateſt Innocence amongſt his Fellow Creatures, 
ho are often in Scripture ſet forth as Examples 
for ĩmitation; and not to adopt the poifonaus Qua- 
lities of thoſe Animals, which have not Reaſon to 
direct them, or Power to avoid what the natural 
Corruption of Things has laid them under a Ne- 
ceſſity (not Choice) to partake of. For even the 
ſmalleſt and minuteſt Inſects, inviſible to the naked 
Eye, that float in the Air and Waters, which we 
take in with our Meat, Drink, and Breath, par- 
take of ſome Degree of Noxiouſneſs, and become 
offenfive and detrimental to Nature, | 
Thus all Things by Man's Tranſgreſſion are re- 
ceded from the Purity of the Creation. Some 
Animals are become voracious ; while others, deſti- 
tute of the Qualities requiſite to render them in- 
tenſely eager after Food, are oppreſsd with natural 
| P 2 Fears 
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Fears and Dread of their Enemies; who, by all 
ſubtil Stratagems and natural Cunning, lay wait to 
make them a Prey to their rapacious Appetites. 
Hence Bloodſhed, and Murders, Wars, and Con- 
fuſions; Strifes, and Envyings; Frauds, and De- 
ceits; Thefts, and Robberies, and all Manner of 
Inhumanities have prevail'd amongſt the Sons of 
Men. And how far this is from the Original Pu- 
rity of the Creation may be conſider'd from the 
ſhort View I haven taken of it. 
As the Lives of Men are become burdenſome, 
and not worth 'prolonging, were it not for a Hope 
of better and more durable Things hereafter ; ſo by 


the Goodneſs of God are they grown vaſtly more 


Thort, and uncertain, tho' he has reſerv*d the Iſſues 
of our Life and Death in- his own Hands, forbid- 
ding, in the firſt Lau, enſuing the Deluge, the 
ſhedding of Man's Blood, and the Eating the 
* Blood of ſuch Animals, whoſe Fleſh he allow'd 
For Food. + FOES | 3 

And thus even by this Change wrought by the 
Deluge, there are ſeveral Bleſſings to a Spiritual 
Mind that naturally flow from it; and which may 
be ſaid in ſome Part to be a Removal of the Curſe 
on the Ground by Man's Fall, as the Reverend and 
pious Dr. Sherlock, in his excellent Diſſertations upon 
Prophecy, ſuppoſes. I ſhall, with all due Submiſ- 


ſion to his ſuperior Learning and ſacred Office, give 


* Which Law being ag to Noah, I think could not be 
iar to the Jes only, but to all Noah's Poſterity : Which 


ſeems to be confirm'd by the Council of the Apoſtles, when they, 


by the Holy Ghoſt wrote to the Gentle Converts, Ads xv. 29, 
In the Conſtraint laid upon them, the eating of Blood is there 
mention'd to be abftain'd from, with Meats offer'd to Idols, 
Things ſtrangled, and Fornication. Our Saviour's declaring, 
that which goes into the Man, defiles not the Man, can be no 
Objection to this, becauſe it is plain he ſpoke it only on Ac- 
count of eating with anwCaſten Hands, 


I my 
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* 
of - 


that ſucceeded the Deluge. 37 
Opinion of the Meaning of Lamech's Propbe N 14 
e his Son Noah: Gen. v. 29. 0 8 pi! 
ſhall comfort us concerning our Work and Toil of our 
2 becauſe of the Ground which the Lord had 
cur 1 . KP 1 a 1 . . 
In this Prophecy of Lamech, concerning his Son 
Noab, may firſt be ſignified God's making Choice 
of him (as only being found righteous before him 
in the Antediluvian World) to eſtabliſn with him 
a Covenant of Peace; whereby to preſerve him and 
his Family from the common Deſtruction, intend- 
ed to be executed on the whole human Race; who 
had turned all his Favours into Wantonneſs, not- 
withſtanding the Toils and Labours they had been 
ſubjected to by Adam's Tranſgreſſion. Now tho? 
this Subjection to Toil and Labour ſhould continue 
and ſurvive the Deluge, ſo that the Earth ſhould 
ſtill require Tillage, yet God would give a Bleſſing 
to the Labours of his future Race, and give them 
fruitful Seaſons during their Abode upon the Earth: 
And not only ſo, but would ſhorten the weariſome 
Toil and Labour of their Hands, in removing 
them much ſooner from it, and receiving thoſe, 
who ſhould be found worthy, to a State of Reft 
from their Labours, thro' the Promiſe of the Meſſias 
made to Adam, And whatever Promiſe: was made 
to Adam, and not fulfilled before the Flood, muſt 
neceſſarily belong, in all its Rights and Privileges, / 
to Naab; ſince the whole Human Race, beſides him 
and his Family, were to be involv'd in a total Over- 
throw. And therefore it muſt remain only in him, 
that the Promiſe of Chriſt could be continued; 
which Promiſe ſeems to be taken Notice of, and 
included in Lamech's Prophecy; of which here- 
ate... . 
So then, not only the Curſe on the Ground, and 
all other Diſadvantages ariſing from Adam's Tranſ- 
greſſion, would be allay'd by his Poſterity's Eaſe- 
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ment of the'Length of their Toil and Labour z but, 


after the few Years they ſhould toil and work here, 


they might be fitted to inherit thoſe greater Ad- 
8 which ſhould be made over to them by 
the Merits of that Saviour, or Deliverer, who ſhould 
proceed from his future Race. So that here is not 
only a Promiſe of an Eaſement from the Length of 
Man's Toil and Labour, but alſo of an Admiſſion 
to a Bleſſedneſs for thoſe, that die in the Lord, and 
a Reſt from their Labours. | 
- Whereas the Length of the Lives of the Ante- 
diluvians, though they had the Promiſes of a 
Meſſiah to recover Mankind from the Sin of Adam, 
upon an Obedience to a Second Covenant; yet the 
Abuſe of their Longevity had caus'd, excepting in 
regard of Noah and his Family, an univerſal De- 
generacy, and Diſregard to this new Covenant, by 
purſuing the Concerns of the Bady and neglecting 
- thoſe of the Soul; which appear'd to them to be of 
ſmall Conſequence, becauſe the Concerns of it were 
at ſuch a Diſtance. So that their Youth and | 
being ſpent in the Gratification of their ſenſual Ap- 
petites, their Habits were on that Account become 
ſo inveterate, that it might be impoſſible to remove 
them in decay'd Age. And they might likewiſe, 
even at 8, or 900 Years of Age, have Views of 


living more than one of our Ages now, or at leaſt 


flatter themſelves with it to the "ay laſt; and io 
think it ſoon enough to take Care of the Soul, till 
it was too late to Wke any Thoughts about it. 


But thro? the Alterations that ſucceeded the De- 


lyge, Men's Lives grew ſhorter and ſhorter ſo 
that in Proceſs of Time his Poſterity could not ex- 
pect to live one Ninth of the Space of the Ante 
diluvians, and were very uncertain even of that 
contracted Period: Whence Delays, in reſpect of 


religious Purſuits, became of a very dangerous Na- 
ture. And, indeed, twas neceſſary that 1 ? 
| ou 
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ſhould be the very firſt frff and chief Concern 0 all 
Men, that ſhould hereafter be born into the World: 


Regard of Tempor 
ſet their Thoughts on Eternal Treafures, in the 
Midft of their Toil and Labour for the Concerns of 
che Body, which would afterwards be eaſed, by 
being made much ſhorter, -, ry 


poral Affairs, they might 


This therefore I take to be the Intent and Mean- 
ing of Lamecb's Prophecy, concerning his Son Naab, 


who ſhould comfort them concerning the Work and 
Toil of their Hands, becauſe of the Ground which the 
Lord had curſed. | 

In which likewiſe we may further obſerve, (for 
there is generally a very extenſive Signification in 
moſt of the Prophetic Declarations) that this may 
not only relate to the State of the World, from the 
Flood to the Conſummation of it by Fire, and the 
happy Eſtate of the Militant Church of Chrift, bur 
alſo to that far happier and moſt tranſcendently 
glorious State of the Church Triumphant, to be 
expected, thro* that promiſed Seed which was to 
come of his future Race, when all Poſſibility of 
Change would be wholly removed, and all Toll 
and Labour of Hands ſhould entirely ceaſe. 

Let the Words of the Prophecy be conſider'd. 
This ſame, that is, Noah, ſhall comfort us: Whence 
ſhall this Comfort proceed ? concerning the Work and 
Toil of our Hand,; but the Work and Toil of our 
Hands is ſtill continued, but made much ſhorter 
than before, therefore ſhort Life muſt be a Com- 
fort, But Nature is averſe to Death. Every Thing 
living obſerves the Laws of Self. Preſervation, and 
ſhuns Death as a Terror. Which Way then can it 
be a Comfort? Or which Way could Lamech ſee the 
Comfort of it? Certainly it muſt be in Cbriſt, that 
could give Hopes of Comfort thro* the Revelation 
of Life and Immortality after Death, es 


becauſe as they could have but ſhort Views in 


Bur 
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40 F the further. Changes. v5 
Put it may be ſaid again, that this Comfort which 
was to proceed from Noab, was ſaid to be, becauſe 
of the Ground which the Lord bad curſed. And if 
the Removal of that Curſe did not ſucceed the 
Deluge, where is the fulfilling of that hecy? . 
I have before obſerv'd, in what Senſe the Deluge 
could only be judg*d a Comfort or a Bleſſing, 

' viz, in ſhortening Men's Toil and Labour, by 
ſhortening their Lives, which none but a ſpiritual 
Mind can judge a Comfort. I am apt therefore to 
believe, that the Completion of this Prophecy re- 
mains yet to be fulfill d z and that it will not be ac- 
compliſh'd, till there ſhall be a Removal of all 
Cauſes of Change in the preſent State of Things in 
this Globe, not only by a Reſtitution of its origi- 
nal Purity, but by its being thoroughly render'd 
incapable of admitting or undergoing any further 
Alteration, Which Reſtitution of all Things, and 
Reſurrection bf all Men upon the Earth, to receive 
the Reward of their Work, and reſt from their La- 
bours, was to come thro* that promiſed Meſſiah, 
that was to proceed from the Race of Noah accord- 
ing to the Fleſh, To this I take the ſpiritual Senſe 
of Lamech's Prophecy to extend. And, as a Pledge 
of his making good the Promiſes of the Meſſiah in 
his Poſterity, be ſuperadds the Promiſes of many 
additional Temporal Bleſſings to Noah's obedient 

Race; as their Labours ſhould be bleſs'd with fruit- 
ful Seaſons, and Plenty of this Life's Neceſſaries, 
.during their ſhort Abode upon Earth. As to that 
Paſſage in Fob (which Dr. Sherlock very reaſonably 
concludes to reſpect the Antediluvian State) of 
God's commanding the Sun, and its not riſing, and 
and ſealing up the Stars: Why may not we as well 
imagine this to proceed from the darkening Miſts 
of that State ? Which, we may very well ſuppoſe, 
were all the Supplies they then had to water and re- 
freſh the Earth : The Rarity of the Air before the 
. e Deluge 
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ſulphurous Particles, fufficjegt to cauſe 
the — the Sun to become ſo calorific, as to eject 
themſelves ſo far into the Earth and Watets as to 
dra up doe Quantities thereof, iu order to form a 
Body, 4 that hould deſcend in large Drops of Rain, 
and-icauſe/Pempeſts, with Thunder and Lightning, 
and the ke. For we have no other Aceount from 
Maſes of the Earth's being water'd with any Thing 
but Miſts; which Miſts might probably ariſe: as 
ſdon as the Sun ſet, and depriyre many of the 
Earthꝰs Inhabitants of the Sight ofithe Stars, which 
at ſome Seaſons and in ſome Latitudes gt: like- 
wiſe prevail all the Day long; cwherdhy the Stars 
mn be faid to be ſcaled up, and the Sn com- 
manded. that it reſe na, without any Interpoſition of 
Storms and Tempeſts, which we find not mention'd 
before the: Flood: And it is reaſonabſe to believe. 
from the Nature and Conſtitution of Things in that 
State, that they then had no Being. Which like- 
wiſe ſeems to be further confirm d by Gods placing 
a Bow. in the Clouds, as a Token of his Covenant 
with Noah, and euery living ; Creature upon the 
Earth; that he would no more curſe the Earth for 
their Sakes, by bringing another 7 Flood to 
drown every living:Creature. For, if ibis Bau had 
| — there before, it could not have become a Taten 
of a Net Covenant; becauſe a Token of a new 
Covenant muſt be ſome new Inſtitution, as the To- 
ken of God's Covenant with Abrabam was the ſolemn 
Inſtitution of Circumciſſon. 
the Sun's Rays, reflecting upon a due Diſpoſition 
and Situation of a Cloud to the Eye of the Spe ta- 
tor, would (without a miraculous Intetpoſition of 
Divine Power) naturally have produced the like 
Effects, as well before, as after the Deluge. 


And now. we may obſerve, that as the Earth, 
Air, and Waters have undergone ſeveral Changes 


Q. and 


not endued e PEO 


And it is certain, that 
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and Alterations, and are ſtill liable to fature Con- 
1 ſo we ſee no State of Weather ſtable, or 
on, For, by the continual 
bay — the Atmoſphere of the Air, by the 
Aga of the Sun's Preſence and Abſence, we and 
ſuch Convulſions and Perturbations to be produced 


therein, as muſt neceſſarily be occaſioned 5 ſome 


Diſorder introduced into it, that had not a neceſ- 
ſary Being there in the Earth's firſt State of Purity. 
And, as we find that the nt State of all Things 
is by far more unhealthful, than in the Antedilu- 


vian Days, it muſt be a in Demonſtration, that 


ſome great Change has happen'd to effet it, and 
which, in all Probability might be occaſion d by a 
| Comet, as above ſuppos'd. 

Now, if we conſider the Difference of theſe two 
Eſtates; as before deſcrib'd, I think -the different 


Proportion of the preſent from the Antediluvian 


State is in a tolerable Meaſure accounted for. 
And now let us look into the preſent thence. 
of the Atmoſphere of our Globe, and obſerve the 
ſtrange Occurrences therein produc'd, and in par- 
ticular thoſe Wonders of Nature that are acted upon 
the Theatre of the open Air, as Tempeſts, Thunder, 


and Lighiening, with Auroræ Boreales, or Lights in 


the North, &c. and examine into the Cauſes of their 
_ Exiſtence; and how the All-wiſe Creator of Na- 
ture, thro? Man's Tranſgreſſion, of his nt Com- 
mand, and almoſt univerſal Rejection of his Second 
Covenant. has for wiſe Reaſons reduc'd the State 
of the Air to its preſent Uncertainty and Infectiouſ- 
neſs, and implanted therein ſuch Cayſes, as the 
Effects produc'd are dependent upon. 

On which Occaſion, I ſhall advance my Senti- 
ments concerning the Cauſes God has employ'd in 
Nature, to anſwer his wiſe Deſigns; even in ft 


nme as I have not ſeen accounted for to 
4 my 


PR 
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my own Satbfaction. And firſt of Lightning in 3 


_ clear Sky. N. $632: 22-5 

This I take to be a Meteor, collected from ſul- 
phurous Particles rarified, ſurrounded by a Body of 
groſſer or common Air; which preſſing round theſe 
rarify*d. Particles cauſes them naturally to aſcend, till 
they come to a Region of as pure and light Air as 
themſelves: which not only gives them the Liberty 
of Expanſion to their natural Extent, and releaſes 
them from. the Confinement of that cooler and 
grofſer Body of Air below, which kept them from 
taking Fire in their Paſſage 5; but now by their Free- 
dom from Confinement, by the aforeſaid cooler Air, 
they naturally take Fire, and break forth _ Light- 
ning, which is more or leſs, according to the Quan- 
tley uf the Exhalations. | | 
The ſame Nature we may ſuppoſe an“ Aurora 
Borealis, or Light in the North, to be of, When a 
prodigious Quantity of theſe ſulphurous Particles are 


gather d together, and, according to the Quantities 


and Agitations of this combuſtible Matter, are, as 
before, in a Freedom of Expanſion, and in an 
Equilibrium with the purer Air of that Region (for 
theſe ſulphurous Particles are only occaſional Inha- 


bitants of ir, thro* Rarifaction) as they free them- | 


ſelves from the groſſer Air they were clouded with, 
they immediately aſſume that fiery Propenſity with 
which they are endued. And when once this Fire 


* The Reaſon why theſe Meteors appear always from the 
Northern Parts is, becauſe the Sun has not ſo much Power in 
the Frigid Zones to rarify the Waters in ſuch Quantities, as it 
has in the Temperate and Torrid Zones : And therefore the 
Exhalations there are for the moſt Part only airy, without Watry 
Incloſures. Hence we have commonly fair Weather when the 
Wind blows from the Northern Parts. And from this Hypo- 
theſis it may be ſappos'd, that they of the Southern Temperate 
Zone may have ſuch Lights bkemite frequently from the South : 


which whether they have or no, I leave to the Obſervations of 
thoſe, whoſe Travels may inform them. 
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js kindled amongſt ſuck vaſt and prodigious Quan- 
tities of the ſame Matter, it drives along, and con- 


tinues to expand its Fury thsoughout the whole 
Maſs of Matter of the Ike Nature, whereby it 
3 Flames and Forces, and makes ſo m many 
_ fearful Repreſentations, - -. - 
Hure. Balli, Fire-Drakes, and Shaig-Bura, may 
likewiſe be imagin'd more contracted Meteots, that 
carry a groſſer Subſtance along with them, like unto 
Spunges filled with the like. ſulphurous Air, and 
made up of - combuſtible Matter capable to take 
Fire as aforeaid: which breaking forth deſtroys the 
hollow Cavities of its Spungineſs that ſupported it 
in the Air; and therefore deſcends in a Flame; 
which continues longer or ſhorter Time in its De- 
ſcent, according to its Force and Subſtance to preſerve 
it from Extinction in the groſſer and cooler Air. 
- Theſe ſeem to me to be the natural the Cauſes of 
theſe Meteors and Appearances in a clear and tranſpa- 
rent Air. I ſhall now conſider the Concourſe of thoſe 
Meteors, which form themſcives into Scagels of 
Wunder and Lightning. 

And here, I ſuppoſe, the like aforeſaid Sulphu- 
rous Particles, by mixing themſelves with Watry 
Effluvia rais d from the Seas, Rivers, and moiſt 
Places, and incorporating themſelves therein, are, in 
grea: Quantities, ſurrounded with Water, and be- 
com: the Cavities of Watry Bladders, And theſe 
Solphorous Particles, by expanding themſelves in 
theſe Watry Incloſures, become (by this Infuſion) 
mich lighter than the Air upon the Earth's Sur- 
face; by the Preſſure of which they naturally aſcend, 
till they come to an Equilibrium with the Air; But 


„This Meteor being of much larger Contraction than Fire- 
Drakes, tho? of the ſame Nature, commonly falls thro' the 
Air without Extinction, and retaihs ſo much Force as to do 
very great Damage, if its Fall be not in the gy or diſtant 
from Buildings, &c, 


1 never 


that pid 2 Dog 4s 
never high, Exhalati - 
ſurrounded with the: 8 Fluid. of Water | 
nd, as innumerable Numbers of theſe, watny hol». 
low Bladders come together, ſo according to their 
Strength and JETS they form themſelves. into 
a greater or Jeſs Collection; and by their Equili- 
brium in the Air they, | Join one to another, and be- 
come a wy Loos, and, in a ſtrange Cammerion, 
darken the Air; and that 'Combultible and Su 
rous Matter, contain'd.in the Hollows of theſe 2 
Bladders, in a ſtrong Agitation takes Fire in the 
Manner aforeſaid, and breaks forth into Lightning: 
By which Means ſome of theſe Bladders being broke, 
the 8 is unhing' d, and the Rent continues very 
nly from one {ide of the Cloud to the other; 
rey, Rent and Burſt of ſuch a Chain of Watry 
N that terrible Noiſe of Thunder is conti- 
nued till the Rent ceaſes. And ſometimes after the 
firſt Flaſh of Lightning, there may be others of 
theſe Bladders, whoſe ſulphurous Cavities, upon 
their Breach, are prepar'd to take Fire; and then 
more Flaſhes of Lightning ſucceed one after another, 
We may likewiſe obſerve, that while the Rent con- 
tinues to diſperſe itſelf thro" the?“ Cloud, and the 
Air contain'd in the Watry Bladders is let out, and 
can no longer ſupport the Water, the Bladders (fo 
many breaking together) run one into another, 
and form Drops of Rain; and are larger or leſs ac- 
cording to the Multitudes that catch together in their 
Breach and Deſcent; and may be obſerv'd to fall 


in much greater Quantities, and in greater Drops 


» Thus the Air in the Watry Bladders is lighter than the 
Air wherein they hang, becauſe borne down lower by their 
Watry Vet, ? u 8 Breach of which the heavier Air 
* * from w —* proceeds that Noiſe of Thunder. © 


and 
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and Hurry, and in more ſudden Daſhes upon the 
Breach aforeſaid during the Thunder-C than 
in the Intervals. | 5 + 
And how wonderful is it to ſee ſometimes theſe 
Drops catch'd, aud frozen in their Deſcent to the 
Earth? What ſtrange Degree of Cold muſt it be, 
that ſhall thus almoſt inſtantaneouſly congeal theſe 
Waters ſo thoroughly, even in their juſt leaving that 
combuſtible Matter, which in their former Lodg- 
ment had taken Fire, of the moſt impregnable 
Force of any deriv'd from the Sun? What ſtrange 
Commotions, and Agitations, muſt the State of 
the Air be in at this Time? What diſagreeable | 
Diſturbances and confus'd Contradictions are here | 
| 


in Viciſſitude of the troubled Atmoſphere? Every 
Thing therein ſeems diſconcerted and out of Tune ; 
and cannot be otherwiſe accounted for, than from 
that Diſorder Nature has been thrown into by the 
Changes that have enſued Adam's Tranſgreſſion of 

2 the 


_ * Hence we may learn, that, as the various Changes our 
Atmoſphere has been proportion 'd to admit of, as the Extreams 
of Cold and Heat (being ſubje& to neither Extream in its firſt 
Formation) ſo the Atmoſphere of the other Planets of our Sy- 
ſtem may be ſo proportion d by their All wiſe Creator, that. 

Mercury may not receive any Degrees of the Sun's Heat to of- 
fend it, nor Saturn want any of its Warmth to refreſh it; but 
their Atmoſpheres may be fo Fe that the Sun may 
appear thro'- Saturn's with the ſame Splendor and Brightneſs, and 

afford it as much Warmth and Heat, as it may appear to and 
afford Mercury, and the reſt, thro' their Atmoſphere's diffe- 
rent Entertainments of its Rays; ſince by the different Changes 
of our own Atmoſphere, we may obſerve ſuch different Effects 
thereof produc d. For a further Confirmation of this Hypothe- 
ſis, we are aſſurd from the Holy Scripturos, that the great 
Creator of Nature did, upon Occafton of the Diſobedience of 
the rational Inhabitants of this Globe, change the Tranſpa- 
rency of its Atmoſphere, from its Homogeneous Parts into ſuch 
Heterogeneous ones, as deprived the Ep yftians of the comfor_ 
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table 


the Firſt'Law of God, and his Pofterity's Contempt 
and Violation of his Second Covenant. 
And now ſtand amazed, O ye Inhabitants of the 
Earth! And behold the Effects that Sin has brought 
into the World ! All Nature groans under the Load 
of it, and ſhall Man alone remain unconcerned, 
who only was the Cauſe of all this Diſorder ? 
Let the various Scenes of Providence be your Wy 
continual Monitors. Let the Cultivations of your Wd 
Lands, your plowing and ſowing, your' reaping and Ti 
gathering into Barns, and all your Labour and Toil. ih | 
of what kind ſoever, put you in Mind of that Curſe f 
that enſued Diſobedience; and from thence make 50 
theſe uſeful Inferences. If the Diſobedience of our 9 
firſt Parents has brought Labour and Toil and Sorrow þ 
upon all their Poſterity, who had no Hand in the 1 
ranſgreſſion; how ought we, now we are reſtored ö 
to a new Covenant, and are as capable to perform = 
our Part of it, ſo far as to be accepted, as Adam #94 
was to have kept the Law given him; I ſay, | 
how ought we to labour after an Obedience to it, 
fince we are thereby promiſed a much greater Hap- 
pineſs than was loft by our firſt Parents Tranſgreſ- 
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table Rays of the Sun's Beams, while at the ſame Time the 
Iſraelites erjoy'd the common Benefit thereof, in Reſpet 
of whom the Air continued its natural Tranſparency. Like- 
wiſe, upon our Bleſſed Saviour's Crucifixion, the whole Atmoſ- 
phere was depriv'd of Light for three Hours, by God's with- 
drawing that Tranſparency from it, which at firſt he gave it, 
when in its Formation he ſaid, Let there Light : Which Com- 
mand gave our Atmoſphere thoſe Homogeneous and Tranſpa- 
rent Parts, which were neceſſary to afford ſuch a Light and Heat 
to the Surface of this Globe from the Sun, as d be agree- 
able to its Diſtance from it. And I cannot doubt, but the 
ſame Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Power have been obſerv'd in 
2 the Atmoſpheres of all other Globes, agreeably to 
Diſtances from their central Luminariet. 
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Toil, and Temporal 


be reduced to Adverſity, or Adverfity before by by 


ſion ; and likewiſe as redſonably upon our 
Diſobedience, 3 chan Labour and 
Death i aa 
Let the ſeveral A nahe Atmoſphere 
ſhew-us how many Inſtruments God has i 


in Nature toi fulfill and execute is Deſigns; which 
are all now -employ'd for our Good, in being ſo 
many Admonitions to us, to be in readineſs (when, 
and in which Way ſoever, he ſhall order our Ap- 


pearance before him) to give up the Accounts: of 
our Stewardſhip, 1 'we may then do end 


| x us, by oliiving the Vacerthinty: ar nh 
Air and Weather, and {ſeeing how ſoon a clear 


Sky may become [tempeſturas, and a tempeſtuous 
2 4 in Mind of the Uncertainty of 
all worldly Affairs; and how foon Preſperity may 


Proſ that we may neither be puft u the 
one. 2 much dejected by the oth 227 
Let the Lights in the North put us in Mind, that 
the Air may become capable to take Fire of the 
moſt irreſiſtible Force, whereby the Earth and 


Waters may be reduced to Flames, and be 


thereby thoroughly purg'd from all Things now 
offenſive. e W ich 1 come ener! in the 
next, + | | 
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Now as, our Atmosphere has,undergone the 
Changes aforeſaid, and is full ſubjected to 
further Alterations, as the Variableneſs of its pre- 
{ent State may ſufficiently inform us: So what we 
are foretold of the Final Change of Things in the 
Sacred Writings, we cannot at all doubt the 
Truth of: No, if there were no other Things in 
Nature to convince us of their Veracity and Ap- 
Pproach. But that the Courſe of Nature is drawing 
towards Diſſolution, alſo appears in the very Con- 
ſtitution of Things, and will be manifeſt from the 
foregoing and following Conſiderations. 
We find, that the Nature of our Atmoſphere, 
thro* the Changes it has been obſery'd to have un- 
dergone, is in a continual Perturbation, and with- 
ouc Reſt; and that in its Infancy, after the Deluge, 
it was more pure, till the deſtructive Particles, 
therein infus'd, gathered Strength, and came to a 
Maturity; which being till hurried about in conti- 
nual Agitations, producing the above- recited Phæ- 
nomena, ſo theſe Things are the Fore- runners of 
the final Change to be expected. For any Cauſe of 
Inſtability implies Decay; and Decay always includes 
Imperfection and Unſtedfaſtneſs. And where Per- 
fection and Stedfaſtneſs are wanting, there can be 
nothing durable and permanent; and what is not 
durable, muſt either in Time ceaſe to be, or the 
Cauſes of Inſtahility, Decay, Imperfection, and 
Unſtedfaſtneſs be wholly remov'd. Goes 
_ —_—_ Thus 
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Vorld till our leaving it. And as the preſent 
Changes, we are ſubjected to, may convince us of 
our Change by Death; and as we are aſſured from 
Chriſt of the 2 Reſurrection of = _— — 
brought Life and Immortality o Ligbt; ſo by the 
various . of the Oy. At and Waters, 
we may infer an unerrring Concluſion, that they are 
drawing towards Diſſolution. And as we have all the 
| Reaſpn in the World to believe (from the beſt Au- 
thority that can be given of future Events) that our 
Bodies wilt be rais'd up again and rene wed, and 
rendered Permanent, Perfect, Stedfaſt and Unde- 
caying, by being ſpiritualiz d and made durable, and 
not ſubject to any further Change; fo ſuch a Change 
wilt be wrought upon the whole Creation: For, 
as all Things have been, with Man and thro“ Man, 
made ſubject to Vanity, and do with him groan un- 
der the Bondage of Corruption, ſo they will alſo 
be delivered into the glorious Liberty of the Children of 
r 3 et. 1 
A Reſtitution, therefore, of all Things is fully 
fet forth to be expected after the laſt and final 
"Change, which we find drawing on. Every 
Age, or Revolution of Things, ſhews forth 
Changes; and muſt conſequently convince us, 
that the prefent State, or Faſhion of this World paſ- 
Jeth away, or that the Heavens, or open Air, fhall 
wax old as doth 4 Garment, and as 4 har will be 
folded up, and they fhall be changed. Heb. i. 11, 12. 
Now that the Atmoſphere of the Earth, or theſe 
Heavens here fpoken of, are waxing old, appears 
from the foregoing Account. And that this At- 
* moſphere of the Earth is the Heavens here intended 
dy the Text, will eaſily appear both from Reaſon, 
and othef plain Texts of Scripture. And firſt from 
Reaſon, Let us then imagine Heaven, according to 
E 1 


the 


% 


tho generally receiv'd Notion of the Word, a Place 
of Happineſs, the Throne of God, the Receptacle 
of Angels and Saints, as in Scripture it is iy 
us d to ſignify. But this cannot be the Heavens here 


ſpoken of, we may aſſure ourſelves; hecauſe ſuch 
an 


Abode, where never any Thing but Purity, Per- 
fectneſs, Truth, Love, Juſtice- and Merey, Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs are harboured, can never be ſub- 
jected to Change or Diminution. For where there 
— wee there — — Decay, ns Alte- 
tation, and conſequently no Change to -upo 
it. And this the All- wiſe — has — 2 
in the very Nature and Reaſon of Things. And 
that this In ion of the Word Heubens, ih 
this Place, is conſonant to other plain Texts of Serip- 
ture, where it fignifies the ſame, will appear from 
obſerving it us'd, where the very Words öf the 
ſame Sentence give it the ſelf-fame Meaning. One 
Inſtance will be ſufficient from Rev. Aix. 17. The 
Fowls are ſaid to y in "the Midft of Heaven. In 


muſt ſignify the Atmoſphete of the open Air ? Now 
having conſidered in what Senſe the Word Heaven 
is here to be underſtood; I come to confider their 
waxing old, as doth a Garment, agreeably to my 
former Accounts of the Air's Perturbations and its 


unconſtant, unſettled, Stare, thereby ſubjeRting it to 
Dec I 17 dar, „ . „„ 


Me may obſerve, that all the Earth's Productions 
have their Time of coming to Maturity, producing 
their Species, and when old go to Decay, and be- 
come at laſt only uſeful for Fuel. Thus a worn. out 
Garment: becomes only fit to be folded up, and 
throwij aſide, or put to diſpatch out of the Way. 
And the Earth's Atmoſphere, being likened to a 
Garmeht, from its cloathing or ſurrounding the 


Earth, as a Garment covers us, is a very natural and 


agrecable Compariſon * its waxing old as one, 
{ : 2 


muſt 


r 


which Sentence what can be plainer, than that this 


* 1 323 6 . — y 1 — 4 oh dew” =_ 
— rr r 2» 28 — e — — 
— _ © * _ W an: n 22 — i 


$73 þ 
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muſt be the natural Reſult of its conſtant Viciſſitudes 
and Perturbations, whereby it is preparing for its 
Change. For Changeableneſs (as before obſerv'd) 
always implies Decay, and Decay always implies an 

Impoſſibility of Perpetuity, in the State and Condi- 
tion of ſuch Circumſtances; But as the Heavens thus 
wax old as 'deth' a Garment, and as a Vefture will be 
folded up; it follows in the next Words, and they 
all be changed. rs eit 0 49 r ty i . 

From which it may be inferr'd, that they ſhall not 
be totally conſum'd in every Reſpect, but be chang'd 
or renewed; which St. Peter calls the Reftitution of 
all Things. Adds iii. 21. Before which, the Hea- 
vens and the Earth muſt undergo the Changes above. 
mentioned; which Change St. Peter, in his ſecond 
Epiſtle, cbap. iii. ver. 10, informs us will be throꝰ a 
general Conflagration: In ubich the Heavens bull 
paſs away with a- great Noiſe, and the Elements: ſhall 
melt with fervent Heat: Tbe Earth alſo and © the 
Works that are therein ſball be burnt up. Ver. 12. 
Wherein the Heavens alſo being on Fire ſhall be diſ⸗ 
ſobved,” ani the Elements ſhall melt with fervent Heat. 
Ver. 13: Nevertheleſs we, according to his Promiſe, 
look for New Heavens, and a New Earth," wherein 

From which it 5 that this Change will be 
wrought in the Elements of Earth, Air, and 
Water; which will be ſo refined, that all De- 
ſtructiveneſs, Diſorder, Offenſiveneſs, and Inſtabi- 
lity, with all their Cauſes, will be totally remov'd. 
This Fire will purge and refine all the Elementary 
Bodies of Heaven and Earth, and clear them from 
all Manner of Infections and Annoyances : And, as 
refin'd Gold, it will come forth of this fery Globe. 
For this will try the Purity of all the Subſtances that 
ſhall be found in the Heavens and the Earth; and 
every Thing, that is any Ways impure, by this 
Purgation will have all its Impurity deſtroy*d : _ 
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perfection will be wholly burnt 


up, ſo that the Remains ſhall come forth as Gold 

rfectly puriſied; and, as a Bride adorned fer 
ber Huſband, ſnall become the Place of the Church 
Triumphant, being now fitted for Chriſt and his 
Spouſe; into which again no unclean Thing can 
enter. So that ¶ bat ſoeuer worketh Momination, or 
maketh a Lie can have no Part, nor make any Abode 


here for ever; but will be caſt out as no fit Inhabi- 


tant for theſe Regions thus refined; where the Pre- 
ſence of the Lord God and the Lamb are the Light 
of it. Whence whatſoever Things ate not pure, or 
thoſe who are not reſined from Sin by timely Re- 
pentance, and a due Diſpoſition of habitual Virtue, 
will be ſo far from having a Reliſh for this Place of 
Purity, that their Diſpoſitions of themſelves will 
cauſe them to fly from and avoid it, as naturally as 
the Impurity of the whole Maſs had ſeparated nſclf 
from that, which would abide this fiery Trial, and 
remain pure. But whither can the Wicked fly, when 
there is no Habitation or Abode fit for them? They 
can be received no where, but in the“ Vacuum of 
the Univerſal Space, where there is nothing but 
Blackaeſs of Darkneſs for ever, Gc. Let us now 
conſider the Words of St. Peter beforemention'd in 
his Deſcription of the general Conflagration: In 


which the Heavens ſball paſs away with a great Noiſe. 


By paſſing away it ſeems to me as if the Air or 


Atmoſphere (here called Heaven) would be wholly 


conſum'd, which alſo ſeems agreeable to thoſe Texts 
in the Revelations of St. Jobn, chap. xxi. ver. 23. 
Aud the City bad no Need. of the Sun, neither of the 
Moon to ſhine in it; for the Glory of God did lighten 
it, and the Lamb is the - Light thereof, And Chap. 
xxii. Ver. 5, is to the ſame Purpoſe : Aud there ſhall 


® See my Opinion thereof in my former Diſcourſe. 
be 
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py 45 it may be ask'd, how I wou' d infer from this, 
chat the oY phere ſhould be deſtroy' d, or taken 
away ? I —— becauſe that the Atmoſphere is de- 
ſign d to collect the Lights of the Luminaries : And 


as the Occaſion for their Lights will ceaſe, ſo it is 


ble, the Cauſe of Admiſſion thereof will ceaſe 
tkewiſe. - For tho? the Sun and Moon ſhould be 
— — after this final yet unleſs this 
Globe's Atmoſphere were alſo continued, their Rays 


and Light could not be * entertain d: And as there 


will be no Need of, them, ſo no Cauſe left to re- 


ceive them. No Need of them, becauſe Light will 


nom be * with infinitely refined Spiritual 


Rays, far exceeding all material Ones; even the 


tranſcendent; Glories of the Beatific Viſion, which 


none can behold but thoſe, who have kept them- 
ſelves undefiled from the World, or that have in 
Time reliaquiſhed ang, annoy. their former De- 


filements.. . 


And why may we not as — iumngine tabs 2 


moſphere of the Air to be deſtroyed, as all' the 


Waters of the Ocean? For we are informed from 
St. Jobn's Viſion of the New Heaven and Earth, 
And if 


Rev, xxi. 1. That there was no more Sea. 
the Fire that ſhall pu 


purge away all Impurity ſhalt: be 


made capable to diſſolve all the Waters of the 


Seas, we may conceive that the Air may more 
eaſily be diſſolved by its Rage and Fury, which in all 
Probability wil be the 1. We, that will _ 


* Witneks * Fire nor Candle end to burn 
without Air, and conſequently neither Light nor Heat will be 
entertain'd without it; and therefore alſo, when the pn 420 
ſhall be _ 2 or — the Fire wi ceale, 


Fire 
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oſe it, if ive" conſider the dreadful Effects of 


which there is no material Fire upon this Globe, 
that we are inted with, more powerful. Of 
which kind we may ſuppoſe that to be, which was 


ſent from Heaven (or out of the Atmoſphere f 


the Air) by God's pp to conſume Elijab's 
Sacrifice, with the Wood, the Stones, and the Duſt, 
s Kings xviii. 38. And lick d up with it the twelve 
Barrels of Water that were pour d upon the Sacrifice, 


and rum round the Trench about the Altar, And if 


this Fire ſent from God, bred and contracted in the 
Air,” had fo powerful an Effect, as at once to con- 
fume, with the Sacriſte, the Wood, Stones, and Duſt z 
of what prodigious Force muſt that Fire be, when 
once the whole 
prepared, by ſulphurous Efflavia, to take Flame 
all at once? And as God has always made uſe of 

ſuch kind of Fire, to execute his Purpoſes of Judg- 


ments, or Examples of Terror to Sinners; fo this 
may inform us, that the Air may be made capable 


of taking the „ Fire in the general Conflagration. 
And this is likewiſe to St. Peter's Account; 


who mentions it as the firſt Thing that ſhould take 


Fire: Aud the Heavens ſpall paſs away with a great 
Noiſe. And how dreadful} muſt that Noiſe be, 
when the whole Atmoſphere that ſurrounds the Earth 
ſhalt be all in Flames, by ſuch ſulphurous Particles, 
of which Lightning and the dreadful Effects of it 
are only ſmall Repreſentations? | | 
Wich what amazing Force then will theſe piercing 
Flames eject their bituminous Caſcades into both 
Earth and Seas? Then will che prodigious 
tices of the Salts and Sulphurs within the boiling 


the Waters themſelves; take Fire; and 
their Flames through the Earth and Air, wich _—_ 
VIII! a : age 
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ightning, which is generated in the Air; than 


ere of the Globe ſhall be 


Ocean, with the Oils of the Finny Iohabitanty, and 


1 . — — 
or Conception. For then all the Farts of the whole 
x Earth, Air, and Sens, will be as one great Furnace 
or Globe of Fire: So that the moſt terrible Repre- 
ſentations, of what we are now with, 
will come vaſtly ſhort of ſtriking the Imagination 
with any competent Idea of it. In this Conflagra- 
tion all Things are upon Tryal: Whatever is any 
Ways impure, noxious, or offenſive, muſt now be 
deſtroy d. All Metals and Minerals will now un- 
dergo that Purgation, which all the Refiners upon 
Earth were not capable to produce, in one ſ In- 
ſtance, of an Ounce of their moſt refined Gold. So 
that no Impurity will remain unconſumed; no not 
any Thing but what is pure, and permanent, dura- 
ble, and not ſubject 10 Diminution, Alteration, or 
Change. For the Heavens being on Fire ſhall be dij- 
ſolved, and the Elements ſhall melt with fervent Heat. 
Nevertheleſs we, according io bis Promiſe, look for 
New Heavens and 4 New Earth, wherein dwelleth 
Righteouſneſs. NON ROE He Fe ERGY 

Now, in the preſent State of 'Changeablenef of 
| Ran Air, and Waters, there is no Perfection to 
be expected, but an imperfect Endeavour after it, 
with groaning within ourſelves, waiting for the Adop- 
lion, to wit, the. Redemptien of our Body; which 
muſt likewiſe undergo a ſuitable Change, and a 
Diſſolution of all Corruptions, after a Life of im- 
perfect Obedience to the Goſpel Precepts, before 
it can be made a fit Inhabitant of theſe bliſsful Re- 
gions. Theſe new Heavens and new Earth thus 
purified are now fitted for the Abode of the Hea- 
venly Hoſt, and deſtin'd to entertain the Glory of 
God in Fulneſs of Luſtre z where he will manifeſt 
himſelf to thoſe, who, by patient continuing in well- 
doing, have ſought for Honour, and Glory, and In- 
mortality ; for whom he has now prepared Eternal 
Life, by A an them, and — 
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| E hange and A — and therefore made 
| haut incapable of future Frailty or Decay. Hav- 


ing thus taken a View of the preſent State of the 


Changeableneſs and Imperfection of the whole Ma- 
terial Creation belonging to us, or our Globe, we 
may, from hence, infer that the World could not 
be from Eternity, as ſome have falſely inſinuated, 
nor in its preſent Circumſtances can continue perpe- 
tually. See the next Marginal Note. 
And, from the great and final Change to be ex- 


pected, St. Peter very wiſely infers by an Interro- 


gation, 2 Peter iii. 11. What Manner of Perſons 
- ought ye to be in all boly Converſation and God- 
 lineſs? And then, having aſſured us of God's Pro- 
miſe of New Heavens and a New Earth, wherein 
dwelleth Righteouſneſs 3 he adds again, by way of 
Inference, Wherefore, Beloved, ſeeing that ye look for 
ſuch Things, be diligent that ye may "be found of bim 
in Peace, without Spot, and blameleſs. 
Thus the Expectation of this final Change ſhould 
put us upon the Conſideration, that we ought to 
ſpend this ſhort and uncertain Life in Preparation 
for this certain Change; weaning our Affectiqns 
from theſe fading, decaying, and tranſitory Things; 
and be induc'd to ſtrive after that Puricy, that holy 
Converſation and Godlineſs, which may fit us for 
that Place of unchangeable Happineſs, where no 
Uncleanneſs can ever enter. For in the New Hea- 
vens and New Earth only dwelleth Righteouſneſs, and 


without Holineſs no Man can ſee the Lord. With 


what Circumſpection ought we then to guard againſt 
all Manner of Impurity and Uncleanneſs; and with 


what unwearied Diligence ſhould we ſtrive to cleanſ- . 


our Hearts from evil Concupiſcence, Covetouſneſs, 
which is Idolatry, inordinate Affections, Envy, 
Hatred and Malice? And how ſhould we endeavour 
to N in all Chriſtin Virtues, in 2 * good 
28 | 8 Will 


refined, havin . removed all Tendency 
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Will to all Men, and in a true Endeavour to do all 
the Good we can in promoting the Happineſs of 
all, as far as our Ablilities will reach, whether in 
+ Temporal or Spiritual Affairs; but eſpecially in Spi- 
ritual? To which we ſhould have a View in all our 
| Tranſadtions, being the chief End of our —— 

For was it not for the Things of 1 7 
nity, who could be fond of be being here, ſo — 
| a Space, filled with Trouble, Care, and P _— 
which can only be alleviated by a Chriſtian 
tion of the permanent and inexpreſſible Glories of 
that happy Eſtate of Perfection and Purity to be en- 
Joy'd in theſe new Heavens and new Earth. Which 
_ Eſtate to be expected, one would think, no one 
could call-in Queſtion. I profeſs, I as fully 
and depend upon it, as I look for the Revolutions 
of Times and Seaſons, and the Returns of Day and 
Night: And wiſtn my Arguments may prevail a- 
gainſt any Unbelief of theſe Things, if any ſuch 
they ſhall nieet with: And that they may have 
| Force to inſtil in Men a due Regard for the Autho- 
rity of the ſacred Scriptures, which reveal "thoſe 
Things to us; and which, if well weighed and 
rightly underſtood, do not interfere with right Rea- 
ſon. For if it is plain from Reaſon (as you ſee it 
really is) that the Faſhion of this Worid paſſeth 
away, then the preſent Things thereof muſt come 
to a Concluſion; and therefore they muſt (as above 
| —_— e a "IE: 1 And if they had a Be- 
g e Fimung, 


. my former Accounts to prove, that whatſoever is ſubject 

to Decay muſt come to a Concluſion, will -alſo prove the ſame 
Things, and for the very ſame Reaſons, to have had a Be- 
ginning, For. whatever will 'end muſt 8 and none but a 
neceſſary” Being could be without Beginning: And that neceſſary 
Being, Whch 7 is without Beginning, muſt be neceſſarily always 
the ſame, anU-therefore"unchangeable, and without End. And 
this our Bleſſed Saviour. declares himſelf, where he ſays, I am 
| Alpha ag Omega, the- Begiming and the En 4, the Firſt 2 
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had conſequently a Creator ; and as 
reator, undoubtedly this Creator would 


img. 
they had a 


not create them Reaſonable” — leave 


them without Government and a Declaration of his 
Nil. And that the Writings of the Old and New 
. Teſtament are the Declarations of his Will, appears 
tom their being the only Platform of the beſt Laws, 
that could be poſſibly , and from their 
Superiority to all Human hroention. Witneſs the 
Darkneſs and Ignorance of thoſe Nations, which 
have not yet receiv'd them, or are deprived of 
having them in their own Language. Not to men- 
tion the many Miracles, which accompanied the 
Promulgation of them. With what Courage there- 


fore ſhould we give all Diligence to be found of 


Cbriſ in Peace, without Spot and blameleſs, that we 
may receive an Admiſſion into thoſe new Heavens 
and new Earth ? — = _— e now 
to conlider.”" | | 


= - 


1 W 8. But cho! "the aforeſaid, "Argament wil 
really prove, that whatſoever will end muſt in, et this will 


not imply, that whatſoever began, muſt en is only che 


Circumſtarices of the preſent State of Affairs that prove che Cun- 
clauſion or End of them ; which — — 
* be renewed, and made en 
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HFave before endeavoured to make it appear pro- 
1 bable, that by the Purification of the Heavens 
and the Earth by Fire, the Air or Atmoſphere, 
there called Heaven, would be whollyr taken away, 
as being of no Uſe to the reſined Inhabitants of the 
new Heaven and new Earth, now become ſo 
thoroughly chang'd, that no Footſteps of former 
Things can be diſcovered. But if the Earth ſhall 
be thus refined, and yet all Things remain, found 
to be pure and no Ways corruptible, and thoſe only; 
it may be ask' d, How cou'd the Earth's Atmoſ- 
| _ be wholly taken away, when in its primitive 
Purity, it was, as has been obſerved, in a State of 
perfect Inoffenſiveneſs? And therefore why might 
it not alſo undergo a Purgation as well as the Earth, 
and ſtill remain, and become a new Heaven Þ The 
very ſame Queſtion might be aſk'd concerning the 
Waters; but St. Jobn, in his Viſion of the new 
Heaven and Earth, ſays, For the firſt Heaven and 
the firſt Earth were paſſed away, and there was no 
more Sea. Now we may obſerve from this, the 
Change that paſs'd upon the Whole; The firſt Hea- 
ven and toe firſt Earth were paſſed away, that is, as 
St. Paul ſtiles it, Heb. i. 12. folded up as a Veſture 
and changed. But it may be aſk'd, how changed or 
folded up? It may again be anſwer'd, not only 
from Impurity to Perfectneß, but alſo from the 
Fluidity-of Air and Waters to the pureſt of Solids, 
there now remaining no Occaſion for the Conti- | 
4 nuance 
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nuance of their Fluidity, tho' refined to ever ſo 
great a Degree. For, as the Inhabitants of this 
dleſſed Place have no Need of Sun, or Moon, for 
Light, ſo have they no Need of Air to breathe in, 
nor of Water for any Uſes, to which it was here 
ſubſervient. For the Inhabitants of this new Hea- 
ven and new Earth are not now ſupported by 
the Supplies of Food for Nouriſhment, Air to 
breathe in, or Waters to drink: Their Bodies being 
ſo changed, that they do not now live by the Circu- 
lation of the Blood and Fluids; which are likewiſe 
changed and ſpiritualizꝭd ; for their Food is _ 
Spiritual, and their Drink the Waters of Life. 
Bat it may again be objected, If the Air — 

Waters hereby acquire a perfect pure Solidity, ſince 
the Atmoſphere of the Air is the Heaven here 
ſpoken of, this Heaven, by being thus changed, 
muſt be wholly removed and deſtroyed, as to its 
encompaſſing the Earth as a Garment: What then 
will be the new Heaven? Anſwer, As there will 
be no more Occaſion for this Atmoſphere (as before 
obſerv d) ſo this will be ſupply d by the Preſence ' 
of God and Chriſt, whoſe Glory ſhall illuminate it. 
Every Thing being removed, that before obſtructed 
their moſt immediate Preſence, they will now ſhine 
forth in the Fulneſs of Glory; which will be the 
new Feruſalem coming down frum God ou of Heaven 
prepar d as a Bride adorned for her Huſband, Rev. 
xxi. 2. Thus God's Preſence in Fulneſs of Glory is 
the Ornament of this new Earth, . ſo. purified as to 


become the Habitation of God's 5 which is 


the Wonder of the Heavenly Hoſt; and is 7 
ſented by a great Voice from Heaven, breaking ou 
into Admiration, Ver. 3. Bebold! The Tabernacle if 
God is with Men, and-be will quell with them; and 
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they fool be bis People, and God bimſelf Jhall be with 


them; and be their. Geog; 5 Ht are] 1 en 


Here we may obſerve, The Tabernacle of Gad is 
with-Men, &c. that is, the Fulneſs of his Glory is 
manifeſted to thoſe, who have eſcaped the Pollu- 

tions of the World ; whom he has now brought out 


"= the Bondage of Corruption into gloyious Liberty, 
and made meet Partakers of the Glories of his Pre- 


ſence in its fulleſt Splendor : Which Tabernacle of 


d Preſence, Brightneſs, yand Glory, encompaſſing 


the Nety Earib, thus refined from all Things that 


obſtructed his glorious Appearance, is now become 
the New Heaven, wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs, 
where there ſhall be no more Death,” Sorrow, Crying, 


nor Pain again for ever; all Tears beivg wiped 


away 
— the Eyes of the Inhabitants: of theſe Celeſtial 
Regions, ver. 4. For God ſaith, ver. 6. I will 


give unto bim that is a-thirft (after Righteouſneſs ) of 
the Fountain of the Water of Life ſreeh. And ver. 7. 
He that overcometh ſhall inherit all Things, and I will 


be bis God, and be ſball be my Son. Thus thoſe, who 


who mortify themſelves by departing. from the en- 
ticing Corruptions and Gratifications of their ſenſual 
Appetites, and are: governed: by. the Dictates of 
God's Spirit upon them in this World, ſhall be en- 
tertained in theſe Heavenly Manſions, newly 


pared for the Reception of Seer ſhall be found 


1 thee. 5 . to inhabit them. 


Hence we ma Fa that the nearer we arrive to deny 
ourſelves of the preſent Corruptions, and the nearer we come 
to a Spirit of Purity, the more we may expect of the Divine 
Preſence, Comfort, preſent Satisfaction of Mind, and Foretaſtes 
of thoſe unſpeakable Delights, to be enjoy'd in the Fulneſs of 
his Glory and Preſence: When all Imperfections, Lets and 
Hindrances to ſpiritual Pleaſures, ſhall no more be a Thorn in 
the Fleſh, nor a Meſſenger from Satan to buffet us. 


Ver. 
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Ver. 8. Bur » the Fearful; Unbelieving, and the 
 Abominable, and Mirderers, and Whoremongers, and 
Sorcerer's, and Idalaters, and all Liars, ſhall have their 
Part in the * Fire” and 3 
-e nnn 15 
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| thoſe, whoſe Endeavours r Purity y, by Spiritual- 
mindedneſs, have render d fit to have all. Impuricy 
removed from them, thro* the perfect Obtdienceof 
Chriſt made over to them. For, by their former 
Endeavours after Perfection, they now reap” the 
End of their: Aims; and have the Promiſes of the 
Goſpel, which they truſted in and rely'd on, made 
good to em; which thoſe who ſlighted and difre- 
garded can have no Part in. And becauſe they 
preferr'd their impure Practices, and the Gratifica- 
tion of their Luſts and Senſualities, before a Thirſt 
after Righteouſneſs, they can have no Entrance into 
theſe holy Manſions; but will naturally fly off from 
this Place of Spiritual Pleaſures and Delights with a 


vis centrifuga, or a Natural Tendency to avoid that 


which their ſettled Diſpoſitions will for ever conti- 
nue to abhor. S0 that they will of Courſe be caſt 
out of this happy Place into the Lake which burns 
with Fire and Brimſtone; or into Outer Darkneſs, 
or the Vacuum of the Univerſal Space, or Bottom- 
lefs Pit; where the moſt terrifying Worm of Con- 
{cience, which will never die, and the dreadful Con- 


finement from Place, Light, and Comfort, will be 


that Bituminous Fuel, which their final Impenitency 


has ſer on Fire by everlaſting Madneſs, and Di- 
ſtraction of utter Deſpair z even ſuch a Fire chat can 


never be quenched. 


Into this Place of Purity nothing can be admitted 


to render it otherwiſe. All thoſe Vollies of — 
and horrid Execrations ſent up into the Atmoſ 
of the Air, which were enough to render the Air 


4 


impure: 


- impure : All thoſe noxious Effluvia, that had diſ- 
perſed themſelves into it thro* Diſeaſes contracted 
by Vice, are now thoroughly deſtroyed and ſent off 
from the Globe in the general Conflagration : And 
thoſe, who had not in Time forſaken their Defile- 
ments, and made Choice of Purity in Oppoſition to 
them, muſt take their Flight with them, from this 
new Heaven and Earth, where the Tabernacle of 
' God--1s fix d, and his glorious Preſence gives Ful- 
neſs of Joy, and is the new Heaven that now encom- 
paſſeth this new and purified Earth ; which we find 
defcrib'd in St. Jabn, in the foremention'd Rev. 
xxi. from Ver. 10. in ſuch lofty and Spiritual 
Flights, that one wou'd think ſhou'd-be ſufficient 
to incite all Men to a Longing after it; and to 
exert their utmoſt Diligence and Induſtry to attain 
it, in that proper Method of  endeavouring after 
that Purity of Life, which can only qualify us for 
Admittance into it. Let us then take a View of 
this Deſcription: We find St. John, Ver. 10. wwas 
carried away in the Spirit to a. great and high 
Mountain, and was fhewed that great City, the Holy 
Feruſalem,. deſcending out of Heaven from God. 
Now we may obſerve, before he could be favour'd 
with this /7/on, he muſt be fitted for it by ſuch a 
Proportion of the Spirit, as would raiſe his Mind 
from the low and groveling Objects of Senſe to 
high and Spiritual Ones, which is expreſs'd by a 
great and high Mountain, In which ſpiritualiz' d 
State alone he could be capable of taking ſo tranſcen- 
dent a View of the Glories of this ſpiritually refined 
City, the Holy Jeruſalem, deſcending out of Heaven 
from God. rs 2 | E 
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Ver. 11. Having the Glory of God: And ber Light 
was like unto. a Stone moſt precious, even like a Faſper 
Stone, clear as Chryſtal, * 2 

12. 2 p ü Here 


— 
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% Here the firſt Thing obſerved in this City, is the 
Glory of God, fully manifeſted in it; which is tlie 
only Fountain, from whence flow Streams of Plea- 
ſares, Delights, and Satisfactions, to all its Inha- 
ditants, who all receive as great a Fulneſs thereof, 

as their Spiritual Capacities are able to entertain, So 
that according to their Enlargement in improving 
their Talents, ſo much will their Spirits be enlarged 
to receive of the Fulneſs of this Glory. The Light 
ee ken of, like a Stone moſt precious, ſeems to 
be ſpoken Allego rically (a Method the Spirit of 
God in the — uently makes uſe of) to 
nt Things to us in ſuch wiſe, as may beſt 
ſuit our preſent Apprehenſions and Conceptions. 

And in this Phraſe is repreſented the Purity and 
Perfection of its Light, as not being ſubject to the 
leaſt Mixture of any Obſcurity, by being likened to 
a Stone moſt e even a Jaſper clear as 


Catel. 


Ver. 12. Ard had a Wall griat and bigh, and bad 
twelve Gates, and at the Gates twelve Angels, and 
Names written thereon, which are the Names of the 
rene hw ove eee - 


By the Wal, great and high, may be RI 
the Strength and Defence of the City repreſented 5 
by the twelve Gates, the Entrance into it. The 
twelves Angels have the Authority of admitting 
into it ſuch, as ſhall be qualify'd z whoſe Names 
are repreſented by the Names of the twelves Tribes 

of 4 thoſe whoſe Names are written on 
the Gates, even all who have diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves, by Purity of Life, in order to become the true 
Children of Ifael; for theſe are Heirs of the Pro- 
miſe ; for they ate not all 774i, which are of Iſraci. 


. 
* ” 
95 * 2 — p * * 
% a New Earth, 
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7 Of a New a 
Ver. 13. On :tht Eaſt three Gates 3 '0n the North 
= Gates, on the * three * on 15 
| nn 


By the A Gore at Quarter, i is te- 
ſented an Entrance or Admiſſion. into it, for all 

2 Nations, and es, that ſhall be 

found worthy of it: For ef all Nations, thoſe that 

Fear bim and work Righteouſneſs een 
Acts x. 25. 


Ver. 14. And the Wall of the ih bad  tweloe 
Foundations, and in them the Names 2 the n 
: . of the Lamb. | 


By the Wall of the City, I have before obſerved, 
is ſignified its Strength and Defence, whereby no- 
_ thing is to be admitted there but Purity. And here 
by the twelve Foundations, in which were the 
Names of the twelve Apoſtles of the Lamb, may 
be underſtood, that Chriſt, who is ſtil'd the fred 
has laid the Foundation of his Spiritual Kingdom 
in the Purity of the Doctrine of his twelve Apoſtles, 
and 1 2 + 6 A gh; with, where- 
by to perſwade to accept o this Kingdom 
prepared fot them. E 


Ver. 15. And he that talked with me bad a gol 


Reed to meaſure the City, and the Gates thre, an 
the Wall thereof. 


By the golden Reed to meaſure with, may be 
—— the Juſt and Righteous judgment that 
hall be executed in receiving all the Worthy into 
i, thro' the Gates thereof, or by an Obedience or 
Conformity to the Doctrine of his Apoſtles, viz. 
of CITY of Life, which was to be — 
22% ee 


- 


4 | hd Nb Barth „ 
Reed 67/Gild;/es an unerring Meaſure, by which 
the Strevgel-of ict Wall hould not ſuffer by any 
TN ns IS N e 


Ver. 76. And. the City be . 

Length is as large as the th; and he meaſured - 
the" City with the Reed, twelve Thouſand Furlongs : 
wt, and NY 0nd Height . a 


By the city $ — „ may repreſene the 
four Times three Gates, to receive all properly 
from all Quarters. By the Meaſure of it, 

twelve thouſand Furlongs, may probably Ggnify the 
large Extent of the twelve Apoſtle's Commillion, 
in which Commiſſion (being received from Chriſt) 
conſiſted the City's Length, and Breadth, and 
Height; which being egual, may ſhew the Equa- 


lity of Acceptance of. all Perſons into it, Who are 
fitted D it, Rn proportioning their Actions to he 
Parity of the ities Dodtrines;” | 15 <Q 


Ver. 17. And be e the Wall FORE a | 
hundred and forty and four Cubits, accarding 4 40 the 
amm e | 


"as the Meaſure of the Wall (the Strength — 
Defence of the City) we may obſerve Ver. 14. That 
it is ſaid to have twelve Foundations, and in each 
the Names of the twelve Apoſtles of the Lamb: 
Which Number of twelve Times twelve, exactly 
makes up the Number of Cubits by its Meaſure, 
an hundred forty four; which ſhews, that the 
Strength of the Wall, the Defence of the City, 
conſiſted in that Puricy, which the Apoſtles had, 
thro' Chriſt; -inculcated to Mankind; which was ſo 
reaſonable and natural * received, believed, 2 

2 


q 


* 5 Of Nes "Heaven, 


admitted, that it is here tiled dhe Meaſure of a 
Man, and yet ſo angelical and divine, by — 
Men and Angels fit Companions, that they are 
join'd together, by way of Explication, that is, of 
the Angel: And as their Doctrines were natural 
when revealed, ſo thoſe who never enjoy'd the 
Advantages of this Revelation, but have by Nature 
ſought after their Purity, will alſo be admitted; 
when thoſe, who have been invited by Goſpel Offers, 
will be rejected for their E pa or its oY 


ver. 18. Ard the Building of the Wall was of 
8 pay" 2/4, ee rr 


As the Light of che City was baforn likentd unto 
a a Jaſper clear as Chryſtal, io here · the Wall alſo is 
faid to be built of it; which to me plainly intimates, 
that that ſpiritual Light of the Preſence: of God is 
the Wall or 3 of it 3 whereby it 4s preſerved 
from all Attempts of Darkneſs or Approach of 
Enemies, whoſe » Works cannot bear this Light: 
Aud the City was pure Gold like ' unto clear Glaſs, 
which is again repeated in theſe Words, Ver. 21. 
Aud the Street of the City was as Gold as it were 
' tranſparent Glaſs. ! f 

In which Words we have a Deſcription of the 


Purity of the new Earth, the Subſtance of which 


was now ſo thoroughly refinꝰd from droſſy or hetero- 
fee pr Particles, that the pureſt Gold that can be 
ured is not com le to it; for the 

urface of the new Earth, or the Street of 

the City, is not only pure Gold, but tranſparent, 
ichen i Glaſs ; ſo that tho* the Subſtance of 

the G , in Earth Air, 19 rr g 5 


and New Earth: 69 
1 changed, and * tranſinuted, that 
all its Subſtance is become h. and trati- 
parent, that chere are no Footſteps of former 
Things to be ſeen: for the former Thin ite of thi 


away, nn in the 4th 
r f 24 | 
| ver. 19, 2 20. e of the Wall of 
the 2 were garniſhed with all Manner of precious 
Ther joſh. hau. was * the ſecond 
Pape, &. 


Here is a Continuation of the ins of 
* Purity and Perfections of the City's Defence, 
by the Foundations of the Wall thereof, each 
Foundation being garniſhed with all Manner of pre- 
cious Stones; which he goes on to rehearſe through 
out the twelve Foundations, which are before ob- 
ſerved to have the Names of the twelve Tribes of 
Iſrael written thereon; or the Names of thoſe, who 
by Purity of Life have made themſelves the true 
— ſpiritualiz q /raelites. Now theſe Foundations 
being garniſhed with all Manner of precious Stones, 
may Ganify that all Manner of People and Nations, 
who have endeavoured after Purity of Life, will 
be the Gueſts to furniſh and garniſh this City's 
Walls. For our Saviour tells us, that many Hall 
come from the Eaſt,, Weſt, North, ad Seach; 7 and ſit 
down with Abraham, Tfaac, and Jacob, in the Man- 
ſions of Bliſs, when (many of) the Children of the 4 
Kingdom (or | thoſe that 500 had the Law and 
Golpel revealed to them) will be cat out = their 
Diſobedicnce thereto.) 


. The Tranfnitation of Metal, by the Art of Gn 
7 tho rarely come at, may evince the Poſfibili ? 
of the whole Earth, Air, and Waters Subſtance, being chan | 
and tranſmuted, by an Almighty Power, in the Way he has 


ae Nate in the geaeral Conde * 
= cr, 
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7 Of a New Heaven, 


- j 


Ver. '2t. A the are "Gates were twiloe 
Pearls : Every ſeveral Gate was of one Pearl: And 


_ the Street of the City was of pure Gold as it were 


wranſparent Glaſs. © "7 2 
< o . 
* 8 1 ; © tg.” 


* -, "an 


* 


Now the twelve Gates, which are obſerv'd to 


ſignify the Admiſſion of all Nations into the City, 


which ſhall be found qualified, as before noted, are 


here ſaid to conſiſt of twelve Pearls; and every ſe- 


that tho People of all Nations may have Admit- 
tance there, without Reſpect of Perſons, yet as to 
their Actions they muſt be alike refined from the 
Droſs of Impurity, as Pearls are from the Droſs of 

grofler. Matter: For even the very Street of the 
City (or the Surface of the new Earth) is now 
thoroughly refined and purified from all Imper- 
ſection, or the leaſt Particles that may have a Ten- 
dency to render it ſubject to further Change or Al. 
teration. For whatever had before made it liable 
to it, is now wholly removed, fo that its Purity ap- 
pears in Tranſparency; infomuch that the Imper- 
fections of Man's Holineſs now become perfect; and 
nothing but Perfection remains in the new Heaven 
or Earth, or in their Inbabitants, 


Ver. 22. And I ſam no Temple therein; for the 
Lord God Almighty- and the Lamb are the Temple 
.. es 9 eee 
The Temple of Solomon, in Fern/alem, in all its 
Splendor, and Glory, wherein God manifefted ſome 
imperfect Ideas of his Preſence to thoſe who ſought 
after him, had a very imperfect Repreſentation of 
that Fulneſs of Glory here to be exhibited in this 
new Jeruſalem; where the Lord God and the Lamb 
are themſelves become the very Temple of it; 
wherein their unſpeakable Glories are ee 1 

x | rom 


and a New Earth. 2r 
from whence flows that Fulneſs. of Pleaſures, which 
alone can ſatisfy all the... Deſires and of 
thoſe who are weary and tired, and have thirſted 
after this Place of Reſt, and have purified them- 
ſelves in order to; be Partakers of it. 

Now who can hope or wiſh for more than the 
rious Preſence of God's infinite Perfections, to 
the whole City, or new Earth (the Holy Jeru- 
ſalem) with his tranſcendent Light and Glories ? 
How will all Hearts here be filled with the great- 
eſt Tranſports of Joy and Gladneſs? With what 
Pleaſure = will theſe Inhabitants breathe the 
higheſt Extaſies of Gratitude and Praiſe? In what 
Raptures of Joy ben will the Heavenly Choir ex- 
cite each other to united Harmony, continually 
raiſing and augmenting theſe ſpiritually raviſhing 
Delights? For the Beatific Viſion of the Fulneſs of 
God" s Glory will not only kindle theſe tranſcendent 
Joys, but will continue to preſerve and even increaſe 
them without Wearineſs, and without End. 


Ver. 23. has been occaſionally . ER 
I ſhall therefore proceed to 


Ver. 24. And the Nations of them that are faned 
ſhall walk in the Light of it: Aud the Kings of the 
Tan do ring their Glory and Honour into it. 


By the Nations of them that are "a may be 
underſtood, the Righteous of all Nations, who have 
directed their Lives according to the beſt Light they 
had. Theſe ſhall now be admitted to walk in the 
Light of it, where even the Kings of the: Earth do 
bring their Glory and Honour, which are here ſwab 
lowed up in Forgetfulneſa by the more tranſcendent 
Glories of this happy State; which all the Art of 
e and N Ars can never . de- 

ibe; 


72 | " Of Ne Heaven, 
ſeribe; nd which Br has not ſeen nor Eye beard, 
GTO OT Can 95620 1 


Ver. 25 Aud the Gates of it - ſhall wot be gur at 
al ty Dey: Wann : 


o then there: is.no Danger of the Approach of 
| Enemies to deprive theſe Inhabitants of the 'G|o 
and Honour they are now — the Poſſeſſion 
The City's Defence is the Glory of God and the 


Lamb, unto which no Impurity, no nr nor 
Night can for nr return. 


ver. 26. And they ſtall bring the 0e and Ho- 
nour of the Nations Into il. | 


By the Glory and Honour of the Nations, may 
be underſtood all Purity and Virtue, which is the 
Glory and Honour of all Nations, which ſhall here 


be —_ perfect, and receive * fulleſt Luſtre and 
Beauty. For, 


ver. 27. There ſhall i: in no wiſe enter * i am 
Thing that defileth, neither whatſoever worketh Abo- 
mination, or maketh a Lie: But they which are writ- 
ten in the Lamb's Book of Life. v5 


Thus to this Place of Purity none can ap 
who have made their Hearts the Nurſeries of Vice 
and Profaneneſs, by rejecting the Strivings of God's 
Spirit within them, and utterly to hear his 
Calls, and to forſake their Iniquities, and by giving 
a deaf Ear to the Voice of the Charmer, tho* be 
charm'd never ſo wiſely : Theſe certainly can no more 
bear the Glories of God in the Perſection of Holi- 
neſs, than a Fiſh can live upon dry Land in the 
ſcorching Heat of the Sun; becauſe the inſeparable 
Conſequences of n Habits are to * 
what 


fx 


whatever is contrary to them, entirely difagreea 
e e ble ot 4 
which was thorough in the Diſpoſition 
the Soul, it muſt remain for ever under the neceffary 
Conſequences that Vice has involv'd it in: For it- 
reclaimable Vice is of ſo deep a Dye of Darkneſs, 
that it will admit of no Rays of Light. Thoſe 
therefore, and only thoſe, that have made Choice 
to walk in_the Li t and Truth in this Life, can 
bear the Light of God's Countenance, and be made 
glad by it. 

Stand amazed 8 O ye Inhabitants of the 
Earth! at the Stupidity. znd Senſeleſpneſs of Man- 
kind, who manifeſt ſuch an Averſion to Holineſs 
and Purity, tho# thro theſe only ſuch glorious Re- 
wards are attainable. Conſider: the End of Vice 
and the Reward of Virtue; no longer let your 
Choice be undetermin'd. I believe your * 
determine for Virtue; therefore reſolve upon the 
Practioe. Let nothing deter you from it : Let not 
the falſe Gloſſes of Vice be your eternal Ruin (I 
have ſhewed in my former Diſcourſe the Danger of 
Delay.) There is 3 can give an Admittance 
into the Tres Joys of the new Feruſalem, but 
pe ge e ns th nl; e 
e ſe the Fleſn as as th 
cp pee thy Sins, when thro' Age or In- 
firmities thou canſt not purſue them any longer: 
For then it will not be thy Choice to forſake them, 
but their leaving [thee to go before thee to Judg- 
ment. For even Virtue in old Age thro? bodily 
Infirmities becomes decay*d; and cannot be practiſed 
with the Vigour of Louth: But this is not a wilful 
falling away or Departure from it. For Virtue and 
Reſigion are ſtill exercisd in the Deſire, hen thro? 
Age or Intirmities it cannot be purſued in al us 


> Ad- 


74 u Nu Heaven, &c. 
Advantages Vet then ſhall the practiſed Virtues 
of Youth and Strength retain their Force, and go 
defore to lay Hold on the Promiſes of God, and 
procure an 3 into — * Guys 1 
neee | Ae) 
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AvIN GI in my + thitd Selen given my ls 
timents of ſeveral Phænomena in Nature, of 
which before I had never ſeen an Account to my 
own Satisfaction, ſo likewiſe the frequent Narratives 
we have of Water-Spouts being common in the 
Trading- Seas, may induce the Curlous to be agree- 
bly entertained with my Sentiments hn the Cauſe 
of them 3. ts v6 N 
That Body or Pilar, which 2 ch Quanti- 
ties of Water out of the Ocean, I take to be com- 
posd of the like Hollows, or - Cavities, which I 
before — in a Thunder-Storm, chain'd or 
link*d one to another by the outward Veſſels of 
Water; cauſed by a ſulphurous refined Air, mix'd 
with and in the Waters of the Ocean, and by the 
Ejection of the Rays of the Sun rarified and extend- 
ed: Whence in their expanding and opening, being 
ſurrounded by-the Watry Particles, they carry along 
with them in their natural Aſcent (upon their Ra- 
refaction) vaſt Quantities of theſe Waters, in Pro- 
portion to the Violence of the firſt Cauſe, which 


A | pro- 


g " \ n 
a 4 "as. - * 
— + IP» 
0 3 L 
* — 
= 


10 Waadt prin which they continue 
till _— come into an Equilibrium with the Air 
and Region above, and keep aſcending in a Pillar 
of a Cloud, till the whole Matter of the Air, 
which occaſioned their firſt Riſe, is ſpent: and then 
the Body. or — by which its Aſcent was = 
is taken up from the Ocean; from whence a 
Cloud r the Air, and diſperſes itſelf into fi 9, 
Quarters, as God ſhall appoint it to execute his 
Deſigns and Purpoſes. And when the Air, lodged 
in theſe Hollows and Cavities, breaks forth (for I 
ſuppoſe that Tempeſts of theſe Natures always end 
in Thunder and Lightning) then the Rent conti- 
nues and the Rain deſcends, as obſery*d in my for- 
mer Accounts of ſuch Tempeſts. 

Hence it is, that by a Ship's running upon ene 
of thoſe Pillars during the Exhalation aforeſaid, the 
Connection of theſe Veſſels, or Bladders, being 
thereby broke, the whole Maſs loſes its Connection 
of Parts, and the Air within flies off, and the Wa- 
ters deſcend again into the Ocean in ſuch vaſt 
tities, as to endanger at leaſt, or, if come to a 
turity of a * overthrow and fink the 
Shi . * 
95 that of lade, Cane has ' taken to avoid 
the Dan ger, by foreſceing and ſhootingithem, there- 
by to daa he Connetiion of the Maß before the 
Ship is in Danger of running upon ir; M hence the 
Waters return into the Sea again, and the remain- 
ing Collection within the Sea only boils up, and 


looſes their Paſſage, by their Veſſels hereafter burſt- 


ing on the Surface of the Ocean; ſo that by the 
Deſcent of the Waters before gathered in, and by 
the Exhalations, and the Aſcent of the refined and 

Sulphurous Air within the Ocean, that ſhould have 
. a f %* - . 
con- 
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contiancd the' Collection, the Seas are put ioto a 
ſtra nge Ferment, as if bojliag; « & Ci nene Yrs 
By all the Works of the Almighty Author of 
Nature let us learn to fear and obey him; then 
ſhall we make a right Uſe of his wonderful Works, 
and in all our bearebes ow rr i take a 1 Plus. 
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